[Wednesday, ¢ August, 1976]

Hegislative Assembly

Wednesday, the 4th August, 1976

The SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson) took
the Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (64): ON NOTICE

1. MEMBER FOR FREMANTLE
Christening of Fisheries Patrol

Vessel

Mr FLETCHER, to the Minister for
Fisheries and Wildlife:

(1)

(¢}

Is he aware that—

(a) the Membher for Fremantle has
been questioned by fishermen,
constituents and others, as to
why he was not present, at the
launching and christening of
the patrol vessel, Abel Tas-
man, and the opening of the
department’'s Fleet Mainten-
ance Centre in Fremantle, on
29th July, 1978; and

(b) the Member was unable to
give a satisfactory reply, other
than to say he had not been
invited?

Why was the Member representing

the area not invited?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

(1)

and (2) The christening of the
Abel Tasman and opening of the
fisheries branch Fleet Mainten-
ance Centre was essentially a de-
partmental function with some
industry representation consisting
of the following groups—

Rock Lobster Industry Advisory

Committee;
General Fisheries Advisory
Committee;
Australian Fishing Industry

Councll (W.A, Branch);
Rock lobster and Prawning
Association.
However, I have arranged for the
member to be invited to inspect
the new vessel and facllitles at his
convenience.

RECREATION

Sports Grounds at Kalgoorlie:
Funds

Mr

T. D. EVANS, to the Minister

representing the Minister for Recrea-
tion:

(1)

Has an application been received
by the Community Recreation
Counci! from the Shire of Boulder
for financial assistance for pro-
viding water to and the develop-
ment of a grassed area to serve
schools in the Adellne area of
Kalgoorlie?

2)

Mr
¢ )
(&)
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If so, when and what action has
been taken with regard thereto?

GRAYDEN replied:
Yes.

On 2nd April, 1976, and the ap-
plication was acknowledged on
8th April, 1976,

This application will be consid-
ered along with all applications
for financial assistance when de-
tails of State and Federal Budeets
are known.

EDUCATION

Sports Grounds at Kalgoorlie:

Mr

Development
T. D. EVANS, to the Minister

ﬁapresenting the Minister for Educa-
on.

(1)

2)

Would the Minister please advise
the present position re the com-
bined Adeline schools effluent pro-
ject at Kalgoorlle, particularly as
to what known steps have been
taken by the Shire of Boulder,
what action has been taken by the
Education Department, and what
self help has been demonstrated
by the schools concerned, Govern-
ment and non-Government?

What financial commitment can

be expected from the Government,
and when? .

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

0}

2)

The Shire of Boulder has made
the following moves—

(a) applied for a grant through
the Community Recreation
Council;

(b} sought A loan allocation of
$60 000 in its loan application
programme fo the Treasury
for the 1976-77 financial year;

(¢) applied for Government as-
sistance through the Under-
Secretary for Works;

(d) applied for Governor’s appro-
val to ralse lean funds to
commence the programme, It
is planned to ralse $30 000 in
this manner but if Govern-
ment assistance is not forth-
coming, a further loan of
$30 000 would be raised.

The Education Department has

allocated $14 000 for reticulation

in the stage 3 additions at East-
ern Goldfields Senior High School.

The Catholic schools have indi-

cated that their contribution will

be in the vicinity of $1 000.

The application for Government
assistance will be considered with
the national sewerage backlog
programme. . .
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PRE-SCHOOL CENTRES
Future Role

Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Educa-
tion:

(1} Was the Minister correctly quoted
in the Kalgoorlie Miner of 3lst
July last by the following state-
ments as printed—

(g) “If you don't wish o become
incorporated, I am perfectly
happy about that”, and

(b)Y “Mr MacKinnon said that
every primary school would
eventually have a pre-primary
centre on its grounds”?

(2) If “Yes"”, assuming his above pre-
diction is achieved, what role does
he see subsequent to that achieve-
ment having been made for—

(a) centres {previously pre-
school) which have bhecome
incorporated; and

(b) those pre-school centres still
outside the jurisdiction of the
Education Department?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(1) (a) and (b) Yes.

(2} (a) and (b) For the education,
care and welfare of younger
aged groups of children.

PRE-SCHOOL CENTRES
Number and Fees.

Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Educa-
tion: -

(1) How many pre-school centres
remain under the jurisdiction of
the Pre-8chool Board within the
State?

{2) What is the average weekly charge
(including the levy) which Iis
imposed per child at pre-school
centres?

(3) Does the Government intend the
abolition of such charges to equate
attendance at pre-school centres
with attendance at a pre-primary
centre during the balance of this
term in office?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(1) 321.

(2) The levy would average about $1
per week depending on the length
of the attendance, and the aver-
age running cost of a centre
would be above $2 per week. The
actual charges vary between cen-
tres in accordance with policy
regarding fund raising.

(3) No determination can be made on
this matter until the future of
Commonwealth funding for pre-
school education has been re-
solved, icd

[ABRSEMBLY]

6. MINE WOREERS' RELIEF ACT

7.

Benefiis
Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Mines:

With reference to his answer to
part (1) of question 47 of 6th April,
1976—

(a} Would he please indicate what
are the other factors which
have influenced the increase
in funds wunder the Mine
Workers Relief Act;

(b) how many heneficlaries were
there under this Act as at
30th June, 1976;

{(¢) how many (worker) contribu-
tors were registered under the
Act as at 30th June, 1976;

(d} how many (new or renewed)
applications for benefit pur-
suant to the Act were success-
ful durlng 1975-76?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(a) (i) Reduction in the total
number of beneficiaries;

(i) higher Interest rates;
(ili) increase in the number of

contributors;
(b} 705;
(¢) 10659;
(d) 14 in the financlal year

1/1/15 to 30/6/176.

PIG SWILL DISPOSAL
Environmental Impact

Mr SKIDMORE, to the Minister re-
presenting the Minister for Health:

(1) In view of the fact that as from
1st September, 1976 pig swill as
such will not be permitted to be
fed to pigs, has he considered the
environmental impact of such
action?

(2) What efforts have been made to
ensure the adequate disposal of
such swill that will not aggravate
the already existing pollution that
takes place from the land fill type
of waste disposal?

(3) Will he outline any efforts that
have been made by his Govern-
ment t¢ provide a central treat-
ment plant to treat such swill so
that it will not remain 8s a pos-
sible source of infection for ani-
mals?

(4) Is he aware of any progress belng
made with regard to a proposed
treatment plant that is going to
turn this type of pig swill into
animal food?

(5) If so, who {s the firm concerned
ang how far advanced 1s the pro-
Ject?
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(8) Would he invlfstlgste 1]tlhnrz lxlalossl— 8. MIDLAND JUNCTION ABATTOIR
bility that such plg swill could be :
8 source of infection to animals Obnozious Odour
by virtue of stray animals being Mr SKIDMORE, to the Minister for
able to galn access to tips where Agriculture:
such swill is disposed of? (1) Would he inform me of the nwum-
{T) Would bhe investigate the possi- ber of animals that have been
bllity of ensuring that none of the killed at the Midland abattoir on
swill could find its way into our a monthly basis since January of
water courses and thus becoming this year?
a form of virulent pollution that (2) What action or plan has been
could transmit diseases to animals taken t0 overcome the obnoxious
further downstream from the dis- smelis that emanate from the
posal area? abattoir?
coaL (3) If this plan involves the purchase
Mr RIDGE replied: of new plant in the offal treatment
(1) Yes. section then—
(2) Department of Public Health and (a) what type of plant does the
local health authority supervision. abattoir propose to install;
(3) From the public health point of (b) is it a duplication of the
view, swill is not indentified as existing plant?
being separate from other com- (4) As the existing after burner Is
munity wastes, and is being effec- obviously faulty, jis the board
tively disposed of at existing land intending to change or alter the
fill sites, after burner to make it efficient,
(4) Yes or does it intend to install a new
&) Environmet ric systems: Process and more efficient after burner?
approved in principle only. There %) (@) 5’ rltél':: iﬂ?:&%;fﬁ;‘fm now
is no knowledge when the process a & !
may become Qperg_tiona]_ (b) are the levels of purification
(6) A Department of Agriculture of the efliuent now reaching
: the required standards of both
responsibility, which 1t is under- the Shire and Health Depart-
stood has already been Iinvesti- ment: .
E(?:;.d and found to be satisfac- (¢) if not, why not?
(T) Currently being done (see (2)). Mr OLD replied:
(1)
Cattle Calves Sheep Lambs Goats Pigs
January 15 526 475 127 565 25 548 13 654 10 380
February ... 17 036 601 95 663 26 834 15 169 9919
March 20 509 825 133 767 47 226 16 844 13 538
April 13 872 653 101 520 34 529 6 811 10 275
May 13944 1089 76 031 40 914 2 654 11 234
June 15 051 1485 47 129 48 464 3 768 12 447
July 14 453 1943 78 010 78 152 2491 12 459
(2) The installatlon of additional (5) (a) Yes;
aerators during June has over- (1) and (¢) the B.O.D. and sus-
come the odour problem emanat- pended solids levels have been
ing from this area. reduced considerably by the
It isfp'l;annedd to “‘Stful in fihe new system and are close to
near future odour control equip- table standards.
ment in the by-prtisducts area to accer s
overcome the problem of odours
from that source, as publicised in 9. BUS FARE INCREASE
my Press release issued 30th July, Effect on School Children
1976.
(3) (a) An Alfa Laval washer/ %‘;gﬁgﬂ?‘ORE’ to the Minister for
ir :
?{&bgg: aﬁﬁ?ﬂ?’;ﬁ,ﬁ”ﬁ‘}g (1) In view of the flnancial hardship
burner: that 1is belng experienced by
’ familles with three or more child-
(b} No. ren, where these children must
(4) The proposed odour control equip- use the Metropolitan Transport

ment will improve the efficlency
of the after burner.

Trust buses to travel to and
from schools, would he review-
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2)

3
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the excessive increase in bus
fares for school children with a
view to alleviating this consider-
able burden on the family funds?

Would he consider that as some 23
million passengers are carried per
year by the trust the required
increase in revenue could be
obtained by increasing the fares of
those passengers instead of belng
derived from the children of large
families?

Could he advise—

(a) the number of child passenger
trips per day:

(b) the amount of revenue that
becomes avallable through
such trips fo the trust; and

(¢) the amount that the public

fare would have to be
increased to cover such
income?

Mr O’CONNOR repled:

1)

2)

3)

No. Scholars’ fares, even on the
new scale cover less than 25 per
cent of cost. Scholars’ fares had
not. altered during the last seven
YEArs,

No. This could throw the scholars'
fares further out of balance,

(a) 84 000;
(b) $1.2 million;
(¢} adult 5¢ in 30 kilometre zone,

HOUBING

Midvale: Redevelopment Programme

Mr

SKIDMORE, to the Minister for

Housing:

Mr
1)

In view of the promises made to
me by the State Housing Commis-
sion that a redevelopment pro-
gramme would be undertaken in
the Midvale area and such
redevelopment to0 commence by
June, 1976, will he now advise—

(1) As no redevelopment has
taken place in the ares con-
cerned, would he inform me as
to whether those promises are
going to be broken promises?
If the redevelopment is to
take place, when 1s it now
scheduled for commencement?

Will he undertake to place
the existing homes ‘scheduled
for demolition into a reason-
able condition, or otherwise
in the future, when such
unsuitable accommodation
falls vacant, that it is not
reallocated for rental?

P. V. JONES repled:

and (2) T am not aware of any
promises made to the member by
the State Housing Commission

&3]

@)

11.

12,

3)

Mr

that the redevelopment Ppro-
gramme to be undertaken in the
Midland locality and involving the
consiruction of new units at Mid-
vale would commence by June,
1976.

The commission has, however,
completed its survey of tenants
in the Hamersley area and a full
report in this respect and further
technical information will be pre-
sented to the next commission
meeting for decision on the plan
to be presented to the local auth-
ority for implementation,

Although in answer to your ques-
tion of the 30th October, 1875, you
were advised of the commission’s
intention to commence construc-
tion of new units early in 1976, I
am advised that you have also
had subsequent informatjon made
available to you at the commis-
sion to the effect that such con-
struetion is planned to commence
in the summer of 1976-77.

Whilst the units scheduled for
demclition are occupied the com-
mission will maintain them in a
habitable condition.

TRADE TUNIONS
Ballots: Legislation
SKIDMORE, to the Minister for

Labour and Industry:

Is it his intention to Introduce
during this session of Parllament
a Bill to provide for the control of
unlon ballots by the Western Aus-
tralian Industrial Commission or
other agency?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

Mr

1t is expected that a Eill will be
introduced to amend the Indus-
trial Arbitration Act to provide
for postal ballots for the election
of union officers.

OFF-ROAD VEHICLES
Control: Legislation

SKIDMORE, to the Minister for

Transport:

Mr

Is it the Government's intention
to introduce legisiation for the
purpese of controlling and/or
regulating the riding of off-road
vehicles, e.z.. min] blkes, trall
bikes and unlicensed vehicles dur-
ing this session of Parliament?

O'CONNOR replied:
No.
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RAILWAYS

Retired Employees: Concession

Mr

Passes
SKIDMORE, to the Minister for

Transport:

(1)

)

@

How many retired Waestrail
employees have been issued with
the necessary passes to allow them
to receive concessions for rail
travel?

In view of the fact that ex-Mem-
bers of Parliament who have
served for a period of 12 years or
more are granted life passes, would
he consider granting the same
privilege to ex-workers of Westratl
who have given 12 years or more
of service?

If not, why not?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

1)

2)
3)

Mr

Approximately 640 permit cards
are on Issue to Westrail employees
and their dependants as entitle-
ment to concession rail travel,

No.

Privileges granted to members of
Parliament and ex-members of
Parliament have been determined
by Governments from time to
time and do not necessarily set a
standard for the community.
Westrail ex-employees not receiv-
ing pensioner travel concessions
and who meet certain conditions
are granted intrastate rail travel
as an exr grolig privilege and in-
terstate and overseas rail travel
concessions by agreement with
other rail systems. The conces-
sions are considered reasonable
and compare favourably with tra-
vel concessions granted by the
Government to pensioners.

MIDLAND JURCTION
ABATTOIR BOARD

Skin Sheds
SKIDMORE, to the Minister for

Agriculture:

(1}

2)

&}
(C))

&

Was an application made by him

to the Swan Shire Council for the

purpose of rezoning land under

control of the abattoir board that

would permit further skin sheds

being erected on the sald land?

If "“Yes” then—

(a) when was the application
made to the shire;

(b} when did the shire deal with
the matter; and

(c) what are the resulits of the
shire’s deliberations?

What size is the area involved in

the rezoning application?

Are the proposed skin sheds to be

erected by the abattoir hoard?

If not, why not?

15.

16.

Mr
(4}

)

(&)
4)

(GY

Mr
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OLD replied:

Yes. My letter supported a pre-
vious application by the board—
and drew attention to the circum-
stances of a previous rezoning in
1974, in the absence of consulta-
tion with the board, which altered
the "noxious trade” classification
of the total paddock sarea to
“rural" classification thereby pre-
venting the erection of additional
skin sheds.

{a) 12th July, 1876,

(b) and (¢) No reply has as yet
been received.

7.5 hectares.

No.

The provision of facilities to
handle skins Is censidered to be

one for companies directly in-
volved in the trade.

POULTRY FPARMING
Funds for Research

BKIDMORE, to the Minister for

Agriculture:

Out of an amount of $226 639 that

has been funded for the purpose

of research into the poultry indus-

try in 1976-77 can he advise—

{a) as to the amount that has
been allocated to Western
Australia for research; and

(b) what type of research is to
be undertaken for the indus-
try in this State?

Mr OLD replied:

Mr

Poultry research Is funded from
two industry sources:

Council of Egg Marketing Auth-
orities of Australia (CEMAA) Re-
search Fund.

Chicken Meat Research Fund.
No allocation has been made to
Western  Australin from the
CEMAA Fund for 1976-77, but
funds have heen allocated from
the CMR fund to investigate
causes of leg weakness in chickens
and aspects of infectious laryn-
gotracheitis,

PIGS
Assistance to Producers
SKIDMORE, to the Minister for

Agriculture:

1

Are figures kept that would indi-

cate the number of pig farmers

who are licensed to run on their

properties 400 or less pigs; if so—

{(a) how many such farmers are
there; and

(b) what is the average number
of pigs kept by the farmers?
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(4)

(5)

Mr
n

(2)

(&)
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In view of the proposed discon-
tinuation of pig swill as from 1st
September, 1976, has he considered
the possibility that many of the
people in the category as outlined
in (1) will be forced to leave the
industry?

Is the Department of Agriculture

aware of any outbreak of any

exotic diseases arising from the

use of pig swill in the last 20

yvears; if so—

(a) what type of outbreak took
place; and

(b)Y what was the disease ln ques-
tlon?

From what source is it considered
that the greatest danger of the
introduction of exotic diseases
could emanate and in what way
has the Department of Agriculture
endeavoured to control such
sources of infection?

Would he consider financially
assisting the pig farmer who may
be forced out of the production of
pigs in the same manner as other
primary producers are sassisted
when circumstances of Govern-
ment force them to leave a pri-
mary producing industry?

OLD replied:

No such licensing records are
maintained by my department
except in relation to licences is-
sued to piggeries where swill is
fed.

Piggeries in specifically gazetted
areas are however required to be
registered by local authorities
under the provisions of the Health
Act.

The Australian Bureau of Statis-
tics at 31st March, 1975, records
3179 holdings In Western Austra-
lin of which 3135 had less than
500 pigs.

Alternative feeds are available
and it seems unlkely that spec-
ialist commercial pig owners now
feeding swill will be forced to
leave the industry.

Yes.

(a) and (b) Swine vesicular dis-
ease in the United Kingdom.

Animals and products derived
from animals entering Australla
in contravention of the Quaran-
tine Act, The Chlef Veterinary
Surgeon of the Department of
Agriculture administers animal
quarantine under the Quarantine
Act on behalf of the Commeon-
wealth and all veterinary officers
and stock inspectors stationed in
coastal districts and seaports are
gazetted quarantine inspeetors

5

under this Act. All these officers
are active in enforcing the pro-
visions of the Quarantine Act.
No. The Government deferred the
implementation of the ban for 18
months in order to give the own-
ers of swill piggeries an oppor-
tunlty to adjust to alternative
feeding methods.

17. POWER STATIONS
Unil Cost of Production
Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minister for
Fuel and Energy:
Since the East Perth and South
Fremantle power stations were
converted to coal burning stations,
will he please advise the average
cost of producing s unit of power
on a monthly basis at the follow-
ing power stations—
East Perth:
South Fremantle;
Kwinana;
Bunbury;
Muja?
Mr MENSAROS replied:
The average monthly cost of pro-
duction at each station is as fol-
lows. Costs are on the basis of
average fuel cost per unit gener-
ated.
Station C/kWh
East Perth .. 1.33
South Fremantle . 121
Bunbury 0.90
Muja 0.58
Ewinana 1.57
18. POLICE AND ROAD TRAFFIC
AUTHORITY
Quertime Payments
Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minister for
Police:
Since the Road Trafic Authorlty
was established, will he please
advise the amounts paid, on a
monthly basis, for overtime in
both the Police Force and within
the RTA?
Mr O'CONNOR replied:
Month 1975 Police RTA RTA
Force Road Public
Patrol Service
s s s
June 9] 669.86 32 830.30 381.00
luly 74568.00 60739.55 2 125.00
August . 5529311 59152.08 456.00
September 64 846.98 70 287.67 961.00
October 72088.51 9D 6SE.86 928 .00
November 43992 62 49914.55  2242.00
December . . 30944.37 31170.28 50.00
Month 1976
January 62 B42 .58 81707.37 477.00
February .. 41 046,19 54 990.57 285,00
March 62803 46  65009.02 €6.00
April 65677.27 70622.32 755.00
May 5247478  52398.09  1226.00
Jupe 60472.64 49 B17.46 968,00
Tuly 59867.93 S51679.06  2215.00
843538.29 82097118 13 235.00
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19, POLICE Mr RIDGE replied:
Recruits f‘ttl:llowin%e t.hefmeetingd to g\icl‘;
e member refers, my departmen
%‘Juc‘ré- H. JONES, to the Minister for provided temporary accommoda-

What were the number of recruits
taken into the police force for
years—

tion by way of tents and tollets.

Information was gathered and
supplied by officers of my depart-
ment to the State Housing Com-

1971; mission in order that the commis-
1972; sion could further consider its
1973; responsibility for accommodation.
1974; I understand that the State Hous-
%g;g? ing Commilsslon is in the process

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

The number of recruits taken into
the Police Force, including RTA,
for the years listed is as follows—

1870-71—183 including 93 replacements

of drawing up plans and desizning
models of the proposed housing
scheme,

The tents provided by my depart-
ment will remain until such time
as the State Housing Commission

1871-72—117 . a7 - provides permanent accommoda-
1972-T3—172 " 10 - tion.
1573-74—252 W 102 "
1974-75—234 ” 61 " 22. MOTOR VEHICLES
le75-16—1s4 . B » Defective Headlights
Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister for
HOUSING Traffic:

Aborigines at Collie

Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minister for
Housing:

On 5th March, 1976, he advised
me that six houses for Aboriginal
families would be constructed in
Collie and it was anticipated they
would be available for occupation
towards the latter part of the
year. If the houses are under
construction, when i{s it anticl-
pated they will be available to
Aboriginal families in the town?

P. V. JONES replied:

As advised on 5th March, 1976, I
agreed to the provision of housing
for Aborigines in Collle. A con-
tract was signed on the 3rd May,
1976 for the construciion of six
houses to accommodate Aboriginal
families. Work has commenced
and the dwellings are due for com-
p;etion by the end of November,
1976.

ABORIGINES AT COLLIE
Tent Accommodation

(1)

2)
@

Does he have information in sup-
port of the news item of 2nd June,
1976 that 80% of all new cars have
defective headlights?

How long has this been so?

What action has the Government
taken and when to correct this
gross inefficlency of and danger
being caused by the private enter-
prise sector?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

1)

2

(3}

The reference was to 467 vehicles
which were checked; B0 per cent
of headlights were found to require
adjustment but, in many cases this
would result from vibration,
settling of springs, loading, ete.
during nermal road usage.
Records indicate that there were
similar problems as far back as
1965.

Subject to availability of staff,
headlight testing will be carried
out periodically. The next head-
light testing service will be on
Friday night, 6th August, 19786,

Mr T. H, JONES, io the Minister
representing the Minister for Com-
munity Welfare:

23. POLICE
Thelts of Money: Minister’'s Comments

Following discussions held at Collie
late last year, between the Minis-
ter, Minister for Housing, Mem-
bers of Parllament and other
interested parties, where it was
agreed that tents would be pro-
vided to accommodate Aborigines
on a temporary basis at Collie,
when does the Government intend
to initiate its promises and remove
the tents from Collle which are at
present occupied by elderly, invalid
Aboriginal pensloners?

Mr

BERTRAM, to the Minister for

Police:

(1}

@

Have the thleves who stole money
from the Bank of New BSouth
Wales, Osborne Park, and a liquor
store In Leederville In May last,
been arrested?

Was he correctly reported on tele-
vision on Baturday, 28th May,
19986, as having expressed the hope
that the court would satisfactorily
punish these persons?
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(1)

)

(3}

)

(2}
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If “Yes” why did he find it neces-
sary to express and publish this
hope even hefore the offenders had
been arrested?

O'CONNOR replied:

In respect to the Bank of New
South Wales robbery & man has
been arrested. No arrests have
yet been made in the llgquor store
robbery but inquiries are continu-
ing.

The view I expressed was that I
found it difficult to find a penalty
severe enough for a person who
shot an innocent vietim.

The view I expressed is one T still
hold and I would hope the member
would express concern for innocent
victims rather than for callous
offenders.

PROSTITUTION
Royal Commission: Cost

BERTRAM, to the Premfier:

How much has the Royal Commis-
sion on Prostitution cost the
?eople of Western Australia so
ar?

What will the total cost be?

Why did he deny the Royal Com-
missioner the right to bring in
recommendations concerning the
future of or lack of future for
prostitution in Western Australia?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

1)

(2)

(&)

Expenditure to date has heen
$63 B0O.

No significant additional costs are
expected,

Certain rather vague allegations of
impropriety in the administration
of the law were made by various
persons. These were reported upon
in an opinion of counsel which the
Government commissioned for the
purpose of ascertaining whether a
Royal Commission was justified.
Counsel recommended against
such a Royal Commission.

As a result of further representa-
tlons being made that the full
facts concerning the allegations
would only be supplied were the
withesses given the protection of
a Royal Commission, the Govern-
ment decided to allow such persons
the oportunity to justify their alle-
gations and appointed the Hon.
J. G. Norris as a Royal Commis~
sloner for this purpose.

For these reasons the terms of
reference were both adequate and
appropriate, as demonsirated by
the Royal Commissioner’s report,.

25.

26.

COMPUTER PRODUCED
NUMERALS

Difficulty in Reading
Mr BERTRAM, to the Premier:

(1) Is he aware of the continuing
nuisance being endured by people
who experience difficulty in read-
ing computer produced numerals?

(2) If "“Yes” what has he done about
correcting this position since the
essence of communication is that
the receiver may understand the
information purported to be con-
veyed?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

(1) I am not aware of any difficulty

in reading computer produced
numerals which are little different
from those produced by many
typewriters.
For the member’s information, I
will make available 2 sample sheet
of numerals produced by the
Treasury computer which he will
see lack nothing in clarity.

Answered by (1) with the added
comment that, if the member has
examples of difficultles belng
experienced, it would be appreci-
ated if he would make these known
to me, and I shall have them
examined.

I have here examples of both the
numerals and the letters produced
on the Treasury computer. I ask
permission to table this document.
In case anyone thinks thls is the
sort of information that normally
comes out, I want it to be clearly
understood that it is dellberately
in an indecipherable form so far as
the wording is concerned.

It is deliberately done in that form
so that there can be no suggestion
that confidential information is
released unintentionally. The
document glves examples of both
numerals and letters.

The document was tabled (see paper
No_ 320).

2

~—

PRIVATE ENTERPRISE
Improvement of Efficiency

. Mr BERTRAM, to the Premier:

What ection has the Government
taken so far to improve the
general standard of efictency and
service in the private sector or
what is also sometimes known as
the fourth tler of government?

8ir CHARLES COURT replied.
There is constant liaison and dis-
cussion between the Government
and Government instrumentalities
and the private sector.
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Some of the continuing services
given by departments—and 1
emphasise this is not an exhaustive
list but covers only examples of
services given—are—

(1) Publicity:

Promotional campaigns are
conducted using conventional
media for coverage—press,
radio, television, trade falrs,
films, displays and exhibitions
—+to0 increase public awareness
of locally produced goods and
services.

Export Promotion:

Regular visits overseas, selling
missions and trade misslons
are organised to foster over-
seas and interstate exports of
manufactured goods. Markets
are examined, contacts pro-
vided and assistance given
with export costing.

Sales Promotion:

Advice is given to firms on
problems relating to packaging
advertising and marketing of
goods.

Smeall Business:

A small Business Advisory
Service has heen set up to glve
advice on managerial, produc-
tion and financial matters in
both metropolitan and country
aress.

Industrial Design:
Financial and other assistance
is given In fostering improve-
ments in design of a wide
range of products.

Decentralisation Officers:

A number of officers are
engaged in constant liaison
with local authoritles and
the business community In
country areas.

Research:

Research on matters affecting
establishment of new busi-
nesses or expansion and
diversification of existing
industries.

Apprenticeship:

The promotion, supervision,
and examination of future
skilled workers for industry.
Consumer Protection:
Benefitting both the consumer
and commerce,

Small Claims Tribunal:

Also benefitting the consumer
and commerce.

Safety, Health and Welfare
Bervices:

Protecting workers and the
public.

(2)

3)

1)

(5)

(6)

N

®
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(12) Motor Vehicle Dealers:
Surveillance of the industry.
(13) Hire Purchase Tribunal:
To benefit both the individual
and the industry.
(14) Promeoting the
Programme:
For the benefit of both indus-
try and the public.

FEDERAL AFFAIRS
Aspects Pursued

Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Federal
Affalrs:
What aspects of Federal affairs—
(a) is the Minister working upon;

(b) does the Minister Intend to
pursue at an early date?

8ir CHARLES COURT replied:

(a) The Minister for Federal
Affairs is concerned with con-
stitutional legal and adminis-
trative aspects of Federal
affalrs,

{(b) He intends to continue to pur-
sue these aspects.

AUSTRALIAN POSTAL AND
TELECOMMUNICATIONS UNION

Mr Dracup: Amends

Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister for

Labour and Industry:
What actlon and when has the
Government taken to assist or
provide amends to Busselton
school teacher, Mr Dracup, for
the inconvenience and monetary
loss suffered by him In conse-
quence of his refusal to joln &
responsible union which action it
will be recalled caused the people
of Busselton great Inconvenience
and almost placed the whole
State In a crisls and necessltated
certain liaison action by him and/
or his department?

GRAYDEN replied:

The action concerning Mr Dracup
arose as a result of the inflexible
attitude of the Australian Postal
and Telecommunlcations Union,
Under section 47 of the Common-
wealth Conclliation and Arbitra-
tion Act, the Commonwealth com-
mission may insert a provision
providing for preference to union-
ists upon application by an
organisation or person bound by
the award.

However, when such a preference
provision is inserted an automatic
concurrent provision s also
inserted, which provides that s
person may apply for exemption
from union membership on the
grounds of conscientious beliefs.

Metrication
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As the preference clause was not
inserted into the Award covering
Mr Dracup’s employment it follows
that he was unable to seek exemp-
tion as a result of his conselentious
beliefs.

In these circumstances the APTU
continued to press for Mr Dracub
to join the union and gave him
no opportunity whatsoever to exer-
cise his freedom of choice.

Mr Dracup did not lose any wages
throughout the course of the dls-
pute and resigned by his own hand
on Monday, 10th May, 1976.

RATLWAYS
Reduced Deficit

BERTRAM, to the Minister for

Transport:

1}

(2)

Mr
1

2)

Mr

Has it recently been announced
that the Waestrail deficlt for the
last year has been reduced?

If “Yes” will he state each and
every major varlation in the
Westrail accounts which have
brought about the reduction re-
ferred to?

O'CONNOR replied:

Yes. In n Press release on July
12, I announced that Westrail’s
loss for 1975-76 is expected to be
significantly lower than the 1974-
75 figure of $11.676 million.

Quantification of wvariations in

precise financial terms is not yet

available. However, the signifi-
cant factors contributing to the
improved results are—

(a) total income increased by
$24.2 milllon to $132.5 million
as the result of & record goods
haulage of 17.5 milllon tonnes
—I might interpolate to say
that it i1s very unlikely this
will accur in the coming
season—but it was an increase
of 1.5 million on 1974-75—
and an increase of 17.5 per
cent in gazetted charges as
from 1st July, 1975.

(b) Total costs increased by only
$15.5 million to $135.5 million.

WATER SUPPLIES
Service on Landlords

BERTRAM, to the Minister for

Water Supplles:

Is it wusual for assessments for
water rates and charges to be
Torwarded to landlords as well as
to tenants of property?

Mr Ridge (for Mr O'NEIL) replied:

No.

31.

32.

n

2)

Sir
(08

Mr

RETIREMENTS
Legislation

BERTRAM, to the Premier:

Is it a fact that he intends to
introduce lepislation directed to
preclude from premature retire-
ment all those persons who now
at the age of 55 years and young-
er and In good health retire,
thereby effectively withdrawing
their services from thelr employ-
ers and the community 10 and
more years before they would or-
dinarily retire?

If “Yes” does he intend to take
this initlative this vear?

CHARLES COURT replied:

and (2) T am at a loss to deter-
mine the purpose and the import
of the questions.

If the member could clarify the
grounds for, and the ilmport of,
his questions, I shall endeavour
to answer them.

MEDIBANK SCHEME
Delay in Acceplance

BERTRAM, to the Premier:

What was the actual loss sus-
tained by this State In conse-
quence of his delay in accepting
certaln Medibank arrangements
during 1975?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

There was some delay in reaching
final agreement with the Com-
monwealth Government because
its terms were not acceptable to
Waestern Australla.

However, following detailed dis-
cussions at officer level in Perth
on 1lth and 12th June, 1975, the
State advised the Commonwealth
Government on 13th June, 1975
that it was prepared to slgn an
agreement and implement 1t from
1st July, 1975.

Verbal agreement was reached
hetween the Western Australian
Minister for Health (Hon. N. E.
Baxter) and Mr Hayden on 25th
June, 1975. Again Western Aus-
tralia indicated its abllity to im-
plement the Hospitals Agreement
from 1st July, 1975, but Mr
Hayden stated the Commonwealth
CQovernment could not be ready
until 1st August, 1975.

The delay on the part of the
Commonwealth cost the State
$3 929 926.
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STATE FINANCE
Offers of Assistance by
Whitlam Government

BERTRAM to the Premfer:

ancial assistance offered to this
State by the Whitlam Govern-
ment which was refused by him
and/or his Government?

(2) In respect of each item will he

state the amount or estimated
amount of the money loss sus-
talned by this State in con-
sequence of these refusals?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

(§))

and (2) No offer of financial as-
sistance from the Whitlam Gov-
ernment was refused by this
State, but we rightly opposed
conditions attached to some pro-
posals which were designed to
take away from the State the
right to determine our own pri-
orities and administrative pro-
cedures and vest control of our
affairs in Pederal Ministers or
publie servants.

STATE FINANCE
Consolidated Revenue Fund

Mr BERTRAM, to the Treasurer:

Relevant to the Consolidated

Revenue Fund for each of the last

slx years, will he state—

(1> The total receipts and pay-
ments respectively?

(2} The deficlt or surplus on 30th
June in each of those years?

(3) The value cof the unpresented
cheques and/or other unpre-
sented payments as at 30th
June of each of those years?

(4) The total amount of pay-
ments made in June and
July respectively In each of
those years and In 19767

Sir CHARLES CQURT replied:

i81)

(1) to (4) Most of the informa-
tion scught by the member is
readily available t¢ him from
reports of the Auditor-Gen-
eral and from the monthly
statement of cash transac-
tions on the Consolidated
Revenue Fund printed by the
Government Printer and sup-
plied to the Leader of the
Opposition and the Parlia-
mentary Library.

I am not prepared to divert
Treasury officers from pre-
paration of the Budget to ex-
tract already published in-
formation for the member.

The only item requested
which is not available in pub-
lished form is the total of un-
presented cheques at 30th

1489
June each year. Separate
records on unpresented

cheques relating to the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund are
not maintained but the total
of unpresented cheques
against the Government of
Western Australia Account at
30th June each year was as

follows—
30th Unpresented
June Cheques
$

1971 5116
1972 4035
1973 7608
1974 7 396
1375 9 337
1976 9330

(N.B.: I am not aware of what
the member means by his
reference to *“and/or other
unpresented payment” and
therefore the answer refers
only to unpresented cheques
against the Government.)

EDUCATION
The Law: Tuition

Mr BERTRAM, to the Minlster rep-
resenting the Minister for Justice:

What steps has he taken so far
whether in collaboratlon with the
Minlster for Education or other-
wise to provide a better educa-
tion for children in respect to the
law?

Mr RIDGE replied:

Upon the Minister’'s return from
the Fifth United Nations Congress
on Crime Prevention and Treat-
ment of Offenders held in Geneva
last year, the matter of educat-
ing children in respect to the law
was taken up with the Minister
for Education.

As a result, T am informed that
a student workbook for lower sec-
ondary students entitled “Law"”,
written by officers of the Curricu-
lum Branch of the Education De-
partment, is now part of a social
studies topic “Man—Today and
Tomorraw”. The aim of the book
is to give an understanding of the
system of law as it operates in
Australia, and of the fundamental
importance of law to individuals
within our saeciety., Other work-
books are being revised by officers
of the Curriculum Braneh to in-
clude material, or c¢hange em-
phasis to focus on the individual’s
relationship to the law and Gov-
ernment, and to acceptable means
of making and changing laws.
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36. NICKELFIELDS OF AUSTRALIA
N.L.

31.

Investigation

Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Justice:

(1) Is & company named Nickelfields
of Australia N.L. operating in
Western Australia?

Has a company of that or similar
name been Investlgated by the
Western Australian Commissioner
for Corporate Affairs?

If “Yes"” why, and when, and with
what result?

RIDGE replied:

No. The company was incorpor-
ated in Western Australia on 30th
January, 1970 and is now In lig-
uidation.

Yes.

Inquiries were made because of a
number of complaints by persons
having an interest in the conduct
of the company.

Inauiries began in October, 1971
and were finalised in May, 1973,
In the result, the investigation
failed to produce evidence suffici-
ent to warrant the institution of
criminal proceedings, whether
under the Companies Act or
otherwise.

(2}

(&)

1)

)
3)

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES AND GAS
Increased Charges

Mr MAY, to the Minister for Fuel and

Energy:

(1) In connection with Increases in
electriclly and gas charges since
April 1971, will he indicate the
applicable dates and percentage
increases Insofar as the average
consumer {5 concerned?

What was the cost of electriclty
and gas to the average consumer
on 1st April, 1974?

What is the cost of electriclty and
gas to the average consumer as at
1st August, 19767

MENSAROS replied:

The figures apply to domestic
customers only and the ‘‘average”
customer usage has been taken to
be ]1 000 units/quarter for each
fuel.

2)

3

Poin| Date Electricity Gas
m 1/11/7 2% 874 {with the
introduction of
"a“;'gl gas)
ZOé

No ch;ngz

1/8/74

17%
13/1/75 7
1/7/75

25%
12-5%;

1/4/74
1/8/76

524.20
540.34

@
[€)]

512.40
$16.44

38.

39.

40.
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MUJA POWER STATION
Upgrading Timetable
Mr MAY, to the Minister for Fuel
and Energy:

(1) Has there been any departure in
the timetable for the upgrading
of the Muja power house having
regard for the Government’s pre-
viously announced one year de-
ferment?

If so, will he detall any further
deferment?

MENSAROQS replied:
No.
Not applicable,

2)

Mr
(1)
(2)

RAILWAYS
Gross Load per Rail Truck
Mr MCcCIVER, to the Minister for
Transport:
What is the gross load per rall
truck over the following sections
of railway line—
Lecnora to Kalgoorlie;
Leonora to Esperance;
Kewdale to Kalgoorlie;
Mt, Magnet to Geraldton?
Mr O’CONNOR replied:

The gross loads per bogie vehicle
in the sections listed are—

Leonora to Kalgoorlie—64
tonne

Kalgoorlie to Esperance—B84
tonne

Kewdale to Kalgoorlie—90

tonne
Mt. Margaret to Geraldton
Mt. Magnet to Mullewa—40
tonne
Mullewa to
tonne

Narngulu fo Geraldton—78
tonne

Narngulu--64

RATLWAYS

Windarra Project: Concentrates Tonnage

41,
42.

Mr MAY, to the Minister for Trans-
port:
What tonnage of concentrates was
hauled by rail from the Windarra
project during the year ended
30th June, 1976?
Mr O'CONNOR replied:
116 633 tonnes.

This guestion was postponed.

NORTH-WEST SHELF GAS
Discussions on Purchase
Mr MAY, to the Premier:

(1) Has the State Government been
assoclated with any discusslons
between Broken HIill Proprietary
Co. Ltd and Burmah Oil Co. Ltd.
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regarding the possible purchase by
BHP of Burmah Oil Lid.'s share
in the north-west shelf gasfields?

(2) Is the State Government aware
of any such move?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied;

(1) No. It is not the Government's
policy to be associated with any
discussions between companies in
domestic matters.

(2) Yes. The Government is being
l;ep_t informed on a confidential

asis.

Point of Order
POLICE

Thefts of Money: Minister's Comments

Mr BERTRAM: I asked question 23 of
the Minister for Police, and the
answer to part (¢) contains words
which are offensive to me as they
are jinaccurate. I did not raise this
point of order earler because I was
not able to hear at the time what
was said; but I now have the ques-
tion and answer in front of me
and this is the first opportunity I
have had to get the full text. I
raise the question now because the
infeormation in that part of the
answer happens to be utterly false.

The SPEAKER: Strictly speaking, the
member for Mt. Hawthorn can-
not raise a point of order after the
passage to which he objects has
passed.

I suggest that he might ralse the
matter with the Minister at an-
other time.

I only heard the member out
because I wanted to know the full
strength of what he desired to say.

Questions fom nolice) Resumed

43, HOSPITALS AND HEALTH CARE

State-Commonwealth Planning
Mr DAVIES, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:
What—
(a) formal; and
(b) Informal,
machinery exists between the
State and Australian Govern-
ments for hospital development
and health care dellvery plan-
ning?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(a) Formal
Health

Planning

1. Federal/State Health

Ministers’ Conference,

2. National Health and

Medical Research
Council.

Care  Delivery

44,
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3. Joint Commonwealth
/State Committee on
Community Health.

4, Australian School
Dental Service Ad-
visory Commitiee.

5, Aboriginat Affairs
Co-ordinating Com-
mittee

8. Federal/State Con-
ference on Abopriginal

Health,

7. Children's Commis-
sion.

8. Australian Founda-

tion on Alcohol and
Prug Dependence.

9. Senate Standing
Committee on Sacial
Welfare.

10. National Tubercul-

osis Advisory Council.

Hospital Development

1. Health Ministers’
Conference.

2. Joint Hospital Works
Advisory Council.

3. Hospitals and Health

Services Advisory
Council,
(b) Informal
Liaison with Federal
Authorities is constant

at officer level.

LAME MARKETING BOARD
Lamb Production and Sales

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) How many lambs did the W.A.
Lamb Marketing Board handle in
each of the years in which it has
operated?

What was the total State pro-
duction of lambs in each of those
years?

(3) What was the average price per
lamb paid to producers by the
W.A, Lamb Marketlng Board in
each of the years in which it has
operated?

(4) How many lambs Is it estimated
will be produced in Western Aus-
tralia in the 1976-77 year?

(5) Has the W.A., Lamb Marketing
Board established contracts for
lamb sales In 1976-77, and if so,
with whom and what quantities?

(6) Does the W.A. Lamb Marketing
Board conslder that it could
handle sheep meats of all kinds
and live sheep on behalf of West-
ern Australian producers if it was
empowered to do so?

2)
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Mr OLD replied:

(1)

(2}

(3)

Dec 72—June 1873
Year ended June
1974 .

Year ended June

Year ended June
1976

(4)

5

()]

Lambs handled by the Board—
Dec 1972—June 1973-—487 564
Year ended June 1974—1 161 209
Year ended June 1975—1 319 257
Year ended June 1976—1 700 642
Total State Production of lambs—
(Source—Australian Bureau of
Statistics)

Year ended June 1973--1 318 626
Year ended June 1974—1 185 385
Year ended June 1975—1 329 437
Year ended June 1976—1 712 442
(Preliminary figures only)
Average price paid to producers:

Cents  Carcass Skin Total
Kilo 3 3 5
45-537 6-24 1-49 7.73
58-07 8.59 2.31 10.90
46-12 6.70 0.92 7.62
43-28 6.07 0.92 6.99

It is estimated that the lamb
production in the year 1976-T7
will be between 1.8 and 2 million.

Yes.

9900 tonnes to Iran. C. Clausen

650 tonnes to Kuwait (direct)
Kuwait Livestock & Transport
Co.

150 tonnes to Canada. Gardner
Smith

I refer you to the press release
issued by the W.A., Lamb Market-
ing Board on 24th March 1976,
which reads as follows:

“Because of the nature of W.A's
mutton production it could be
placed In an invidious position
if forced to accept mutton of
any quality that might be
offered to it by producers.

The industry was such that if
the board became involved in
mutton in the manner that had
been suggested, it could achieve
few of the objectives relating
to the orderly marketing con-
cepts now prevailing in the
lamb industry.

To diversify now would require
restructure of the board’s op-
erations, and the board would
not favour any interference to
its commitment in the efHci-
ency of the marketing of lamb.
The days of obtaining good
prices for aged mutton, which
made up a considerable per-
centage of the State’s mutton
output, had long since disap-
peared. There was nothing the
board could do to improve this
situation markedly, if at all,
Producers were unaware of the
extremes In costs involved
between the farm and the end
user.

45,

This factor alone precluded any
substantial producer returns for
aged sheep other than those
suitable for the live sheep and
carcass trade at any time when
the meat market pgenerally was
depressed.

The only tlme when producers
might receive {mproved prices
for mutton under present mark-
eting methods was when meat
prices as & whole increased, but
even then the measure of in-
crease would always be at a
lower level than that applying
to other higher quality meats."”

PINE PLANTATIONS
Acreage

Mr H, D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Forests:

(1)

(2

(3

How many hectares of land have
been planted with pine trees by
the Forests Department in each
of the following shire council
areas—

(a) Nannup;

(b} Manjimup;

(¢) Bridegetown-Greenbushes;

(d) Busselton;

{e} Margaret River-Augusta?

How many hectares of land,
actual or estimafed, have been
planted with pine trees by private
indlviduals or companles in each
of the shires listed in (1)?

What private companies are en-
gaged In pine plantations in West-
ern Australia?

Mr RIDGE replied:

1)

(¢

As at 31st March, 1976 the For-
ests Department has planted the
following actual areas with pine
trees in the Shires listed below.

(a) Nannup, 3350 ha;
(b) Manjimup, 450 ha;
(¢) Bridgetown-Greenbushes, nil;
{d} Busselton, 970 ha;

(e) Margaret River-Augusta, 558
ha.

As at 3lst March, 1976, the esti-
mated areas planted by private
individuals or companies in the
Shires listed were:

{a) Nannup, 440 ha;
(b) Manjimup, 30 ha;

(c) Bridgetown-Greenbushes,
2830 ha;

Eusselton, nil;

Margaret River-Augusta, 20
ha.

1+ )]
(e)
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The member s referred to the
answer to his question on notice
No. 61(1) of 26th May, 1876. In
addition to which the only other
private concerns known hy the
Forests Department to be em-
ploved in pine plantations in
Western Australia are:

Bunning Bros. Pty. Ltd;

Westralian Plywoods Hearn In.

dustries Ltd.

APPLES
Production and Exporis

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

)

What was the total ares of apple
orchards in Western Ausiralla in
each of the past five years?

2)

(3)

(4)

1493

What has been the total amount
of apples produced in Westerm
Australla in each of the past five
years?

What quantities of apples have

been exported to the following

markets In each of the past five

years—

(a) United Kingdom and Europe;

(b) Singapore and South East
Asia;

{c) Middle East;

(d) other markets?

What quantities of Western Aus-
trallan apples have been sold on
the local market In each of the
past flve years?

Mr OLD replied:
1970/71 1971/72 1972/73 1973/74 1974775 1975/76
(estimated)

m 5 806 5482 5003 4610 4 477 ha

(¢ 3155624 2750 076 2959 741 2 764 948 2 730 724 bu.

(G) (@ 1228 743 855 194 1149123 753 637 870 782 724 717 bu
()] 372271 331 002 321 799 274 971 317 180 306 329 bu
© 68 476 30 292 12 733 92 864 122 495 126 950 bu
(d) 145 001 105 529 31619 5180 3 108 bu

48 555+ 6 878+ bu
* Eastern States, bu.—bushels. ha.—hectares.
@ 1970/71 1971/72 1972/73 1973/74 1974/75
1279056 1428 058 1 472 457 1 589 541 1 410 281 bushels
No official statistics are avallable 48. RAILWAYS
for local sales. These flgures re- Bridpetown Barracks: Use for
present the difference between Tourism
;‘;&.ﬁ.p""d“cm’“ and recorded ex- Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Premler:
Sources: Australian Bureau of (1) Is he quoted correctly in The
Statisties and Australian Depart- West _Australion newspaper of
ment of Primary Industry 23rd July, 1976, where it 1s stated
' that the Government will allow
41, UNLICENSED MOTOR Westrail’s single men’s barracks
VEHICLES gg riﬂglt‘_’ldgetown to 1:be us;d for
. s ) purposes on terms favour-
Private and Public Roads able to the shire?
Mr H. D. EVANS to the Minister for 2) If “"Yes"—
Traffic: (a) what is the anticlpated cost
(1) Can unlicensed vehicles using a In renovating, restoring and
private road cross a public road altering these barracks to
where an intersection occurs? render them sultable and
(2) In the event of two vehtcles meet- functional for tourlst pur-
ing where a private road crosses a Doses;
highway, which vehicle has right (b) will the W.A. Government or
of way? {',he Brldgel:grmf Shilﬁa Council
, . e responsible for the cost of
Mr O’CONNOR replied: renovating and altering the
(1} This would depend upon the par- Westrall barracks at Bridge-
ticular vehicle and the particu- town?
lar private road but, generally, a
vehicle which reguires to be lic- (3) Will the W.A, Government or the
ensed may not lawfully use or Bridgetown Shire Council! be res-
cross a public road unless it is bonsible for the ongoing mainten-
licensed. irfl:;' of rtl:ﬁn Westrall barracks
@) Where the private road Is ot upgrading Is completed?
open to or used by the public, the
vehicle proceeding along the high- Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

way.

)

Yes,
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(2} and (3) The Government's con-
sideration of this matter and its
decision to allow the harracks to
be used for tourist purposes, was
in response to a request from the
township which I received prior to
the clasure decision.

The specific manner in which the
accommodation will be used will
be the subject of detailed discus-
sions.

The Government has expressed its
willingness to consider any rea-
sonable proposifion and to make
the barracks available on favour-
able terms for appropriate uses,
which will be of benefit to the
town and district.

APPLES

Exports: Commonweaith
Financial Assistance

My H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for

Agriculture:

(1) Has the W.A. Government ap-
proached the Federal Gavern-
ment seeking support for the ex-
port appie Industry in 1977%

(2) If “Yes”—

(a) what level of support for the
export apple industry was
sought by this Government,
if no answer to the ap-
proaches of the W.A. Govern-
ment has been received, when
is an answer expected;

was the IFederal Government
made aware of the urgent
need of orchardists to know
what support will he avail-
able in 1977 so that they can
take management decisions
and make financial commit-
ments which are necessary at
the present time?

(3) Does the W.A. State Government
intend to glve price support to
apples exported to the United
Kingdom and Eurcgpean markets
in 1977, and If so, how much and
in what quantity?

Mr OLD replied:
(1) Yes.

(2) (a) The State Government sup-
ported the apple and pear
growing industry’'s S5-point
programine.

At Monday's meeting of Aus-
tralian Agricultural Councii
the Commonwealth Minister
for Primary Industry gave
an undertaking to obtain an
early decision on the Com-
monwealth’s attitude to the
IAC report and the industry
submission.

)

(c)

(b}

§0.

51.

52.

(¢) Yes. This point has been reit-
erated at every opportunity.
(3) This is a question which can only
be considered when the Common-
wealth Government's decision is
known,

MILK
Additional Quotas

Mr H, D. EVANS, to the Minister for

Agriculture;

(1) How many dairy farmers in West-
ern Australia were recommended
for a market milk quota but have
not received one?

In what districts are these farm-
ers located, and how many In
each distiriet?

Is it propecsed that further market
milk quotas will be allocated in
Western Australia, and if so, how
many and when Is alicecation pro-
posed?

OLD replied:
51,

North of Bunbury, 1;
Busselton, Margaret River, 35;
Nannup, Bridgetown, 6; Manji-
;nup, Northcliffe, 4; South Coast,

There is no firm proposal to issue
further market milk quotas at this
time but the Dairy Industry Auth-
ority will keep the situation under
review.

2)

3

(8}

(2) Bunbury,

Q)

RAILWAYS
Bridgetown Depot: Transfer

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Transport:
What amount of money does
Westrail expect to save annually
by moving the Bridgetown rallway
depot to Manjimup?

O'CONNOR. replied;

Based on 1974 costs when the last
evaluation was done, the equiva-
lent annual benefit—over a 20-
year period—was calculated at
$108 000.

On present day costs the figure
would be significantly in excess of
that amount.

DROUGHT
Finance and Relief Measures

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for

Agriculture:

(1) What amount of finance will be
made available for drought relief
by—

(a) the W.A. State Government;
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(b) the Commonwealth Govern-
ment?

Is there any formula or agree-
ment on which the level of Com-
monwealth funds to bhe made
avallable depends and if so, what
are the detalls of the arrange-
ment?

What drought relief measures are
there avallable currently to
eligible applicants from drought
affected areas?

Mr OLD replied:

(1) and (2) Under existing arrange-
ments for natural disaster relief
the cost of approved relief mea-
sures is shared between the States
and the Commonwealth Govern-
ments. These arrangements require
the State to meet an annual base
amount, which in the case of
Western Australia is currently
$1 500 000. An expenditure in ex-
cess of that sum is met by the
Commonwealth. As the drought in
this State has been accepted by
the Commonwealth as a natural
disaster the cost of relief measures
will be shared in accordance with
these arrangements.

A statement containing the de-
tails of drought rellef measures is
now tabled.

The statement was tabled (see paper
No. 321).

(2)

3

3

EDUCATION
Free Milk Scheme
Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

Does the Government propose to
reintroduce free milk for school
children in Western Australia?

Mr OLD replied:
The Government is not presently
considering the reintroduction of
free milk for school children in
Western Australia.

BUTTERFAT
Price

Mr H. D, EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) What price per lb. was pald to
dairy farmers for butterfat In—
(a) 1960;

(b) 1973;

(c) 1974;

{(d) 19757

At what level per Ib. has the
price of butterfal to the dalryman
heen set for 1976, and is it ex-

pected that this price will change,
and if so, to what level?

2)

55.

56,

57,
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Mr OLD replied:

(1) Prices per pound paid to dalry
farmers for butterfat in cream
have been as follows—

1959-60 1960-61 1972-73 1973-1¢

45.21c 43 54dc 40.8¢ 41.75¢
1974-75 1975-76
46.1¢c" 40.0c*

* These prices represent amounts
paid to date only. Final flgures
will not be known until the final
disbursements of funds, by the
Dairy Equalisation Committee,
are completed.

(2) An interim price of 39.1 cents per
pound fat to the dairyman has
been set for July to September
{inclusive) 1976. The extent to
which this price might change
cannot be determined at this time,

PLANT NURSERIES
Registration

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
Does the Government propose to
Introduce legislation in connection
with the registration of plant
nurserles during the present ses-
slon of Parliament?

Mr QLD replied:
No legislation Is in the course of
preparation but the need for statu-
tory provisions for the nursery
industry is still being examined.

COMMUNITY WELFARE
Australian Assistance Plan

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Community
Welfare:

(1) What has the Government de-
cided the future of the Australlan
Assistance Plan will be so far as
this State is concerned?

(2) What is the current status of the
AAP as it affects this State?

Mr RIDGE replied:

(1) No decision has been arrived at
by the Government to date.

(2) The Commonwealth Government
has advised it will continue to fund
costs for existing regional councils
for a maximum period of 12
months until 30th June, 1977,

UNEMPLOYMENT
Hwinana Areq
Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for
Labour and Industry:

What figures does his department
have with respect to unemploy-
ment in the Kwinana area—

{(a) trade by trade;
(b) by age group; and
(¢) by sex?
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Mr GRAYDEN replied:

Statistics from Ewinana employ-
ment office area (which include

the areas of Medina, Orelia,
Rockingham, Safety Bay and
Mandurah).
Unemployed Unfilled
Applicants Vacancies
Adults  Young Adults Young
{a) and (b) People People
Skilled building and

construction work-

1] 53 6 7
Skilled metal trades 55 13 15 1
Other skilled trades 5 7 1

Total ... 113 26 23 1
Unemployed Unfilled
Applicants ‘Vacancies
<} All Ages All Ages

Males Females Males Females

Totals of skilled,

semi-skilled and

unskilled workers

by sex . 438 407 7 11
The source of this information was
the Monthly Review of the
Employment Statistics complled by
the Commonwealth Department of
Employment and Industrial Rela-
tions,

58. TECHNICAIL SCHOOL

59.

HKwinana
Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Education:
With respect to the establish-
ment of & technical school at
Kwinana—

(1> Now that a technlcal school
has been announced for Ger-
aldton, Is Kwinana the next
centre to have such a centre?

In what financial year does
the Minister plan to com-
mence construction of the
Kwinana centre?

How many students residing
in the Rockingham-Kwinana
area presently attend the Fre-
mantle Technical College?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(1) and (2) The Education De-
partment is investigating the
need for technical and further
education in the area south
of Fremantle but no firm deci-
sion has yet been made.

(3} 730.

2)

(3

DROUGHT
Road Maintenance Tax: Waiving
Mr CRANE, to the Minister
Transport:

(1) In view of the seriousness of the
present drought In certaln areas
of the State and the added costs
involved In stock management,

for

60.

61.
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would he walve the road malnten-
ance tax incurred whilst trans-
porting water, fodder and stock
to other agistment areas?

If so, can this apply in areas
declared drought affected and not
affectlng concessions already ap-
plying?

Mr O’'CONNOR replied:

(1) and (2) The Road Maintenance
(Contribution)} Act provides an
exemption from the payment of
road maintenance charges when
a vehicle is being used solely for
the carriage of livestock,

However, there is no power under
the Act to grant other exemptions
from the payment of charges,

2

SWAN RIVER
Maylands Foreshore: Restoration

Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for

‘Works:
In view of the fact that a small
dredge is sited near the Bath
Street Reserve In Maylands, will
he authorlse additlonal work to
restore the river bank upsiream
and thus reduce further erosion
of properties?

Mr Ridege (for Mr O'NEIL) replied:
No further work beyond that being
undertaken at present by the small
dredge will be authoriseq for the
time being. However, the Public
Works Department is aware of the
erosion occurring upstream of the
Bath Street reserve. A study of
the erosion is to be undertaken
prior to the 1977 winter to deter-
mine the most satisfactory and
economical solution fo this prob-
lem, The matter is complicated
by the fact that erosion in the
areq is mainly on private proper-
ties abutting the Swan River, and
it is likely that some realignment
of the river foreshore may be
desirable.

RAILWAYS
“N'"’-class Diesel Locomotives
Mr MCcIVER, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) What fs ecausing the delay In the
fulfilment of the order to pur-

chase “N"-class dlesel locomot-
{ves?

When is it now anticipated they
will go Into service and what area
will they service?

Mr O’CONNOR replied:

(1> The contractor’s inability to meet
the agreed delivery date which for
the first unit was 3rd August, 1978.

2)
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(2) From early December 1976 to July
1977. At this stage it is antici-
pated they will be utilised on
woodchip services Manjimup to
Bunbury; bauxite services Jarrah-
dale to Kwinana; mineral sands
services Eneabba to Geraldton;
alumina services Pinjarra to Bun-
bury and Kwinana; coal services
Collie to metropolitan area.

PREMIERS' CONFERENCE
Finance Allocation

Mr BERTRAM, to the Premler:

(1) Did he attend a Premier's Con-
ference on 10th June, 19767

(2) Were all State Premiers and
Prime Minister Fraser present?

(3) What moneys and under what
headings did he ask for?

{4) What moneys and under what
headings was he told that he
would get?

{6) Did the Prime Minister in pursuit
of the new Federalism make uni-
lateral decistons at the conference
in total disregard for the sub-
missions of the Premlers of all of
the States?

{6y If so—

(a) 1s it not a fact that this has
been described as centralism
at its ultlmate worst;

(b) what has he done about this;

(c/ what does he intend to do
about this and when?
(7) Is 1t not a fact that Mr Dunstan
and others say that the new Fed-
erallsm 1s In tatters?

8ir CHARLES COURT replied:

(1) and (2) Yes.

(3) and) (4) Ag is customary, Parlia-
ment will be informed of repre-
sentations made by this Stale at
the Premiers’ Conference, and of
their outcome, in the Budget
speech which I will be delivering
later this session.

{6) and (8) Not that I am aware,

(7) Mr Dunstan’s opinions are his own
and are not a matter of concern
to this Government,

DAIRY HERD IMPROVEMENT
SCHEME

Costs and Personnel

© Mrs CRAIG, to the Minister for Agri-

culture:

(1) (a) What was the cost to the
Government for the Dairy
Herd Improvement Scheme in
the financial years 1974-75
and 1975-76;

what amount was contributed
to this scheme by producers
in the financial years 1974-175
and 1975-76?

(b)

64.
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(2) What are the projected costs of
the proposed new schemes?

How many persons have bheen
employed as herd recorders in the
years 1974-75 and 1975-76?

How many persons is it proposed
to employ within the new schemes
that are currently under discus-
sion?

(5) Does the Department of Agricui-
ture consider that a bi-monthly
test, with the farmer collecting
the samples, will enable maximum
praoduction efficiency to be main-
tained?

Mr OLD replied:

(1) (a) 1974-75—%96 772 (Included
cost of computer program-
ming),

1975-76—5176 063

1974-75—$34 124

1975-76-—%45 690"

* Fees increased from begin-
ning of recording year (1st
March, 1975).

Proposal A. Approximately $82 000

-—based on central testing of

samples collected bi-monthly by

farmers. Cost to be shared equally
with producers.

Proposal B. Approximately

$139 000—continuation of present

system, Cost to be shared with

the Government contributing a

similar subsidy input as in pro-

posal A,

These proposalg relate to the 1977-

78 recording year {(l1st March to

28th February).

1974-75-—16.

1975-T6—14 and 1 person on a
contract basis.

Proposal A, 2 collectors and 3
laboratory staff,

Proposal B. 11 recorders and 1
contract recorder.

Farmers appear to use the infor-
mation from herd recording
mainly to cull low producers. A
hi-monthly test would be adequate
to achieve this purpose although
of less value than monthly record-
ing as a management ald to decide
when to dry off cows or to check
milk composition or to provide
feed according to production.

NICKEL MINING

Agnew Group Development

Mr MAY, to the Minister for Indus-

trial Development:

(1) Has agreement been reached with
the Agnew group concerning the
development of their mineral de-
posit north of Leonora?

(2) What are the arrangements re-
lative to the processing of the
nickel production?

3)

4)

1)

2

3

4

(G
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(3} What are the transport arrange-

4)

ments for such production?

Can he provide an assurance that
Westrail can satisfactorily cater
for the plahned output and its
associated input?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

1)

Q)

The State has reached basic
understanding with the company
for the development to proceed in
a modified form. A decision will
depend on availability of finance.
to (4) Details of the modified pro-
ject will be embodied in an amend-
ment to the existing agreement
which will be brought before Par-
liament.

QUESTIONS (7): WITHOUT NOTICE

1.

HEALTH

Profoundly Retarded Children:

Mr

Accommodation
DAVIES, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Health:

Referring to part (4) of question
11 of the 3rd August, how many
nonurgent requests for accoms-
modation does the department
have?

Mr RIDGE replied:

The exact figure is not known and
would require examination of case
records of all profoundly handi-
capped persons, which would take
approximately one week. Does the
honourabhle member still require
the information?

Mr Davies: I do not think so.

2

HOUSING

Midvale: Redevelopmeni Programme

Mr SKIDMORE, to the Minister for
Housing:
In part (3) of guestion 10 on
today’s notice paper I asked—
(3) Will he undertake to place
the existing homes scheduled
for demolition into a reason-
able condition, or otherwise
in the future, when such
unsuitable accommoadation
falls vacant, that it is not
reallocated for rental?
The Minister failed to answer that
part of the question.
Mr P. V. JONES replled:

The answer is: “Yes",

EDUCATION
Camp at Point Waller

Mr BRYCE, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Education:

(1

Will the Minister confirm that the
State Government has made a
decision to hand the education
camp at Point Walter over to the
Melville City Council?

(2)

D

(4)

Mr
(1)
(2)

If so, will the Minister—

{a)} explain the reasons for such
a decision;

(b) indicate how much Jland is
involved;

(¢} indicate whether or not the
Government has attached any
conditicns in respect of future
use of the land; and

(d) inform the House of the
amount of Commonwealth
and State Government money
that has been spent on the
camp since the 30th June,
19707

Does the State Government have
plans to replace the education
camp facility at Polnt Walter
within the metropolitan area;
if so, will he provide details?

Does the Siate Government
believe that Western Australia
has a surplus of educational/
recreational facilities such as that
which currently exists at Point
Walter?

GRAYDEN replied:
Yes.

(a) It is understood that the land
in question was excised from
the local authority about 1941
by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment to enable the estab-
lishment of a temporary base
as part of Australia’s military
preparations.

The State Government sub-
sequently took over the estab-
lished camp site for use as an
immigration hostel

Since then successive Gov-
ernments have intimated a
wish to return the land to
the local suthority and it is
understood the member for
Melville was particularly keen
for this to happen whilst he
was Premler.

As a matter of interest, the
then Minlster for Education,
(the Hon. J. Dolan) replied
to the General Secretary of
the Australian Labor Party
(W.A. Branch) on this very
matter on the 27th March,
1974, and indicated that the
then Premler had “received
deputations from the City of
Melville concerning Point
Walter Reserve and has ex-
plained that the Teacher
Education Authority fully
recognises that it only enjoys
a temporary occupancy of
that site".

(b) 11.6372 hectares or 28 acres
3 roods 1 perch.



[Wednesday, ¢ August, 1976]

(¢) Yes. The Government has
decided that the land should
revert to the local authority
by 1980, on terms and condi-
tions yet to be agreed. It Is
understood the Melville City
Council wishes to convert it
to the second nine holes of a
public golf course.

(d) Approximately $150000 has
been spent on the camp site
since 1973,

(3) The Government has decided that
a study should be made to deter-
mine a programme for the pro-
gressive  esfablishment of a
replacement camp in the metro-
politan regfon.

(4) No.

4, STATE FINANCE
Commonwealth Granis and Loans

Sir CHARLES COQURT (Premlier):
Yesterday the Leader of the Ovpposl-
tion sought some information regard-
ing a number of detailed items which
I was not then able to supply but
which I undertook to make avaflable
as soon as practicable. With your
permission, Mr Speaker, I will do so
now. The answers are as follows—

(1) to (3) The greater part of the

1499
Capital grants—1975-76 Amount
$

Alr quality monitoring .. e 33333
Childhood services programme 1440612
Colleges of advanced

education 7175951
Dairy adjustment programme 490 900
Dwellings for aged pensioners 614 380
Hospitals development

programine 11 900 000
Nature conservation . 35 000
Port Hedland cyclone relief 4 347 466
Roads 61 235 000
Rural Reconstruction Scheme 1137500
Soil eonservation . 73 9717
Technical and further

education . 2 324 752
Tourist facilities 270 830
Universities 5075224
Urban public transport

programme 750 000
Water resources measurement 1981 000
Loans—1975-76 Amount

$

Beef finance scheme 479 180
Commonwealth-State Houslng

Agreement 33 440 000
Dairy adjustment programme 1 777 400
Ord River—irrigation . 111 000
Rural Reconstruction Scheme 3412500
Softwood forestry agreement 863 585

(4) to (6 In most cases funds to be

information sought by the Leader
of the Opposition is contained in
my reply to question 25 on notice
yvesterday. Items not included in

provided by the Federal Govern-
ment will be announced when the
Commonwealth Budget for 1976-77

is presented to Parliament in the

that reply are— near future. However, T have been

Recurrent grants—1975-76 Amount advised of =allocations for the
$ following programmes—
Agriculture extension services 957 670 Amount
Apple export Industry 'l': 259 283
Australian research grants -
f‘:unmlttee | Board .. izgggg © gf:;??ﬂ,ﬁ:ﬂgh
Australlan Woo oar . 0
Assistance to deserted wives . 1458 674 . ggmme‘.‘:_ loans 35 440 000
Bovine brucellosis and TB honlltnl:um ¥
eradication .. .. 710 328 eath pro-
Childhood services programme 4 389 612 gramme—recur-
Colleges of advanced educa- rent and camtal
tion . . 363877438 grants 5 300 000
Darwin cyclone evacuees 161 488 (c) Hospitals
Family raw Courts ... 769 890 development
Health services planning a.nd programme—
research programme .. 137 000 capital grants ... 12000 000
Hospitals (Medibank) Agree- (d) National sewer-
ment .. 79 006 889 age programme—
Hous:lrég grantr—lnterest sub— 770 750 loans and grants 7 000 00D
sidy .. .
Legal atd scheme . 124 045 (e) Roads 55 100 000
Local authorities (Grants
Commission) 7524000 5 “POLICY AND PERFORMANCE”
Reglonal organ.isations assis- 22 000 PUBLICATICN
tance National Country Part i
Sinking Fund  (Finsncial v Party Achievements
Agreement) 2 800 000 Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for
Technical and further educa- Agriculture:
tion .. 2189 006 My gquestion is directed to the
Transport plannlng and Minister as the Leader of the
research programme 939 772 National Country Party and
Tuberculosis control ... 647 036 relates to the document known as
Universities 33 447 150 “Policy and Performance”, which
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is subtitled “1974-1977 Policy on
which the Court Government was
elected—Performance 1876".

(1) Did the Premier consult with
his coalition partners prior to
compilation of this document
with a view to ineluding in
it the achievements of the
National Country Party?

(2) Or are we to conclude that
the National Country Party
will produce a minority
report on its achievements, or
are we to assume that the
policy presented to the people

by the National Counitry
Farty in 1974 has been buried
completely?
Mr OLD replied:
(1) Yes.

(2) No. We do not produce min-
ority reports. Our pollcy has
not been burled and in the
main it has been implemented.

ALUMINA REFINERY
Worsley: Establishment

Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minister for
Industrial Development:
Would he advise the House when
it js anticipated an announce-
ment will be made regarding the
establishment of an alumina
refinery at Worsley, via Collie?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
No.

DROUGHT ASSISTANCE
Private Grain Purchases

Mr OLD (Minister for Agriculture}:
Yesterday, in my absence, the mem-
ber for Kalamunds asked the follow-
ing question—

(1) Is he aware that farmers in the
drought affected northern wheat-
belt are declining drought assist-
ance in the form of grain ex the
Geraldton CBH facility because it
is rumoured that such grain is
infested with star thistle, skeleton
weed, and other weed pests?

(2) Will he take note that some farm-
ers in the worst hit areas prefer
to buy feed grain on the open
market, in some cases involving
an 800 kilometre round trip,
rather than incur the expense of
weed control in future seasons?

(3) Will he provide & subsidy to those
farmers who, In the interest of
themselves and their districts, opt
for the sound farming practice of
minimising weed infestation, and
in so doing, place themselves out-
side the Government’s drought
asslstance scheme?

[ABSEMBLY]

An undertaking was given to provide
an answer today and it is as fol-
lows—

(1) to (3) Yes. 1 have asked the
Drought Consultative Committee
to examine this question and
advise me on measures which
should be taken.

In 1969 farmers who were tak-
ing dgelivery of grain from
facilities known to contain
primary noxious weeds were
advised to feed this grain on
restricted and identifiable areas
which were subsequently inspected
by officers of the Agriculture
Protection Board.

Weed seeds are unfortunately
widespread in bulk storages and
one of the unfortunate aspects
of drought is that it increases
the risk of spread of noxious
weeds.

GOLDMINING INDUSTRY
Abolition of Taz Exemption: Grievance

MR T. D. EVANS (Kalgoorlie) [5.21
p.m.]: I take this opportunity to express
the great concern that has erupted fol-
lowing the announcement by the Federal
Government that it plans to discontinue
gold tax exemption on gold won and
gold sales,

Apart from my very real concern for
the welfare of the goldfields, and Kal-
goorlie in particular, the survival of the
industry, and naturally, a very fond hope
that & miracle will occur and the price
of gold will rise sufficiently to inject new
life into the industry, I have anhother
reason for raising this matter in State
Parliament. As I proceed I will refer to
the reported comments in today’s Press
of the present Federal member for Kal-
goorlie, and also to answers given by the
Premier in this Assembly yesterday to
questions without notice posed to him by
the member for Clontarf. I believe my
secondary reason for raising this matter
will become quite apparent.

Very briefly I would like to run through
the facts. It was announced in the Whit-
lam Government Budget of 1973 that fol-
lowing the recommendation of a task
faree, the taxation concessions which had
hitherto applied in the goldmining indus-
try were to be removed. At that time all
hell broke loose, and I have no hesita-
tation in saying that I had some part
in the hell that was let loose on that
occasion, and so I am being consistent
now.

At Caucus level the Federal Labor Gov-
ernment, by weight of numbers I suppose,
convinced the Cabinet of the day that this
was the wrong thing to do and the Gov-
ernment dropped the proposal. In fact,
the matter of possible assistance to the
goldmining industry was referred to the
JAC. The commission’s report took some
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18 months to prepare and when it was
released early in 1975 it was a shocker—
it stated that no aid should be given to
the goldmining industry.

I must point cut that when the report
became avallable, about April, 1975, the
price of gold in Australia was in the
viclnity of $150 per fine ounce. It is that
very report to which the present Federal
Government is paying regard, and yet the
price of gold, as announced yesterday, is
far away from $150 per fine ounce—it s
below $89 per fine ounce.

Prior to the last Federal election, several
high ranking politicians came to Kalgoorlie
to put up the case for the coalition parties.
In the Kalgoorlie Miner of the 4th Decem-
ber, 1975, we see that Mr Lynch said a
coalition Government would see what assis-
tance it could give to the goldmining indus-
try. The Press report continues—

Mr. Lynech sald that the coalltion
parties recognised the peculiar gdiffi-
cultles being experienced in the
Kalgoorlie-Boulder region.

One of his colleagues, the then spokesman
in the Senate on mining, Senator Durack,
was reported in the Kalgoorlie Miner of the
20th November, 1875. This is what Mr
Durack had to say—

If a Liberal-Natlonal Country Party
government is elected on December
13, it can be fully expected that they
will give assistance to the Kalgoorlie
gold industry . . .

So much for what has happened in the
past. We know it was announced that there
would be no assistance at all to Kalgoorlie
from the present Federal Government.
That was a death blow to Kalgoorlie and
showed that the Federal Government had
broken its promise of assistance.

The Federal Government was acting on
a report which was old hat—a report
released about April, 19756. The price of
gold has since dropped from $150 to under
$89 per fine ounce. I do not know whether
the Federal Government has callous dis-
regard for the plight of the goldmining
indusiry or whether it is so out of touch
that it believes it is doing the right thing.
Perhaps the Governor-General should be
asked to repeat his November action!

Mr Sibson: But you did not agree with
that.

Mr T. D. EVANS: I thought Liberal
Party members might ask the Governor-
General to take the same actlon, although
I do not agree with what he did.

I will come to the point of the shock that
has been experienced in Ksalgoorlie. I have
here today's edition of the Kalgoorlie Miner
and I point ocui that this is the only
Western Australian daily newspaper pro-
duced outside the metropolitan area. The
editorial is headed, *“Yet another body
blow"”, and the leader article is headed,
“Horror over tax on gold”. We then see
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the heading, “Some may turn to smuggl-
ing”, and the implication is that some
people will endeavour to dodge paving tax
to the Federal Government.

On the back page we see the comments
of Mayor Finlayson who carried the banner
for the Liberal Party at the last State
election. However, he does not seem to
think much of that pariy now. We also see
the comments of the member for Clontarf,
the State shadow Minister for Mines. Even
the Amalgamated Prospectors’ and Lease-
holders’ Associatlon had 1its say. So the
entire back page of the Helgoorlie Miner
reports the shock and horror which has
been experienced over the sad and dismal
failure of the Liberal Party to fulfil its
promise.

Mr May: No comment from the member
for Murchison-Eyre?

Mr T.D. EVANS: There is no comment
from the member for Murchison-Eyre in
the Kalgoorlie Miner. In today’s edition of
The West Ausiralian we see the heading,
‘Liberal MHR hits at Government action”.
The article commences-——

The Liberal MIIR for Kalgoorlie,
Mr J. F. Cotter, yesterday accused the
Federal Government of violating 1ts
own policy of encouraging investment
in the Australian mining industry.

Mr Bertram: Nothing new about that.

Mr T. D. EVANS: This Is the point I
wish 1o make: the article continues—

Mr Cotter said that the decision to
withdraw tax exemptlon from the
goldmining industry would remove all
incentive to invest and placed a ques-
tion mark on the Government's total
mining polley.

This is the policy our Minister for Mines
embraced lovingly a few months ago. Now
the Federal member for Kalgoorlie says
that there is a big question mark over the
entire Liberal Party policy.

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber has two minutes.

Mr T. D. EVANS: VYesterday I sent a
telegram to the Mayor of Kalgoorlie ask-
ing him to be consistent with action taken
in 1973 when a public meeting was held
to protest at the action of the then Labor
Government. Unwittingly I asked him to
renew his efforts to have the Acting Prime
Minister come to Kalgoorlie to see at first
hand the inevitable idiocy of the contem-
plated action. However, today in The
West Australion, alongside the article al-
ready referred to where the Federal Liberal
MHR hits at Government aciion, we see
the headline, "Anthony to go abroad on
Friday”. This seems to be a perfect ex-
ample of hit and run! The Acting Prime
Minijster has hit Kalgoorlie in the guts
and now he is running away to Europe.

I make a final point to justify again
raising this matter jin the State Parlia-
ment. When the Whitlam Labor Govern-
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ment occupied the Treasury bench, the
present Premier was always preaching to
us about the cardinal sin of centralism.
He referred also to a lack of liaison
between the State and Federal Govern-
ments when the Tonkin Government was
in power. The Premier was always quick
to capitalise on anything which he could
blame on lack of co-operation, co-ordina-
tion, or communication between the State
and Federal Governments. Yesterday the
member for Clontarf asked him whether
he had had any prior communication from
the Federal coalition Government about this
matter and the Premier replied that he
had had no communication from that Gov-
ernment and that he had learnt of this
matter in the Press. I helieve the Fed-
eral Government’s action is the ultimate
in centralism and I would like to hear the
Premier preach again against centralism
and on this occasion lay the blame at the
feet of the Federal Liberal-Country Party
Government.

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands—
Premier} [5.230 pm.]l: In replying to the
grievance of the member for Kalgoorlie,
I wish to remind him that the present
State Government and its front bench
members when in Opposition were never
backward in supporting the cause of the
goldmines of Kalgoorlie. In faet, we went
further: we supported the total goldmining
industry and not only Kalgoorlie. The
honoureble member has made no mention
at all of that tonight; he has talked only
about Kalgoorlie, whereas I am concerned
about the total goldmining industry, in-
cluding the people who have shown enter-
prise and have opened up Blue Spec,
and those who are attempting to establish
a new mine in Telfer in spite of the idio-
syncrasies of goldmining and gold prices.

I can understand the honourable gentle-
man, as the member for Kalgoorlie, being
outspoken. We would expect that of him,
and I do not decry that at all. However,
I remind him that the State Government
has been just as firm and just as precise—
in fact, more preclse—in its condemnation
of the way the matter was handled and the
fact that the decision was made at all.

I also remind the member for
Kalgoorlie that the real genesis of the pre-
sent situation goes back to 1974 when the
Whitlam Government referred the matter
to the IAC. Knowing what was going on
and being said in Canberra at that time,
one did not have to be very smart to
assess what would be the finding; and that
finding has now come out and been im-
plemented. However, that does not make
it any more acceptable to me or to the
Government. I have made my protest to
the Commonwealth Government in the
most forthright terms, both in regard to
the insensitivity of the decision and also
its psychological impact. One has to ad-
mit that when an industry is not meking

[ASSEMBLY]

any money, not being subject to tax does
not make any immediate economic dif-
ference to it. I have pointed out to the
Prime Minister that although that argu-
ment may be validly used, the c¢old, hard
fact is that the mining industry in parti-
cular is very sensitive to these psycholo-
gical matters.

In fact, T have complained that the
entire range of incentives removed from
the whole mining industry by the Whitlam
Government should be restored, perhaps
in an even better form than before, if we
are going to get people into this area
of risk capital.

So I can only assure the member for
Kalgoorlie that so far as the Government
is concerned—and myself in particular—
representations to the Commonwealth have
been strong and will continue to be strong.
I remind the member that it was the
present State Government which had no
qualms about backing its judgment in re-
spect of both Kalgoorlie and Mt{. Magnet
mines, and It backed its judgment with
real money. We were just as angry as
everyone else when after the election no
commitment was made by the new Com-
monwealth Government to carry on with
the two proposals we placed before it—
proposals which we regarded as being
quite sensible and realistic, and a way in
which the taxpayers’ money could be com-
mitted. Admittedly the money would be
committed at great risk, but at least that
was the price we were prepared to pay
to preserve an area which is a key ares
not only in the goldmining industry but
151':; 1t;le mining industry sgenerally of this

ate.

My last point is In connection with the
member’s reference to a death blow.
Knowing the reslliance of the area, it will
take more than this to deal a death blow
to Kalgoorlle. I agree it is a body blow
and a bad blow, but it is certainly not a
death blow.

HOUSING
Exmouth: Grievance

MR LAURANCE (Gascoyne) [5.35
p.m.]): I used the grievance debate in this
House almost 12 months ago to bring to
the notice of members & number of prob-
lems affecting the future of Exmouth. Two
specific points raised were to do with
housing. The first of these related to the
defence feorces home loans at Exmouth.
Eligible persons had been rejected because,
in the words of the Federal Minister
responsible at that time, “The purchase
or construction of a dwelling in Exmouth
is not an acceptable security for the pur-
poses of the Act.” I referred to this at
the time as being a crazy situation.

Subsequent to my raising the matter in
the House I am pleased to report that one
such application has been approved. This
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was a significant breakthrough in the Ex-
mouth area. I think the prineiple has now
been established that, contrary to the
statement of the Federal Minister of the
day, Exmouth is an acceptable security
for the purposes of the Act.

Mr Jamieson: What is the occupation
of the person concerned?

Mr LAURANCE: He is not a US Navy
employee, if that is the point the Leader
of the Opposition is trying {o make. This
is an important principle for the area.
The Leader of the Opposition Is coming
to another point I wish to raise as the
main point of my grievance this evening.
However, I feel this is a significant break-
through and I hope more of these defence
forces home loans will be available at Ex-
mouth. As the principle has been estab-
lished, obviously more loans will follow.

The second point I raised in my pre-
vious contribution to the grievance debate
was to do with the ownership of project
homes at Exmouth. Members will appre-
ciate that home ownership is at the core
of every stable community, and Exmouth
has no hope of becoming stable until such
time as the home ownership problem is
resolved.

When Exmouth was developed the origi-
nal aim was to provide an integrated
township; but one ignores reality if one
does not appreciate that Exmouth can be
only a defence establishment until such
time as people can purchase the homes
in which they presently live. Originally
156 project houses were constructed, and
most of these were funded on a basis of
2:1 Commonwealth-State contributions.
In recent times there has been increasing
pressure from civilian employees at the
Navy base to enable them to purchase the
homes in which they are currently living.

Several of these people have reached a
watershed in their careers. They have
been at Exmouth for 10 years as employees,
and they have to make a big decision.
They must decide whether to leave Ex-
mouth with their long service and annual
leave aceruals, and use that money to
establish themselves somewhere else, or
take their long service leave and return
to Exmouth for another 10 years. If they
complete a second 10-year term at Ex-
mouth they will then have been paying
rent on these properties for 20 years. Pre-
vious approaches for these employees to
purchase the homes in which they live
have drawn a blank.

My previous grievance and subsequent
correspondence with the State Minister
for Housing produced replies such as the
one I am about to quote briefly. This is
the latest reply from the Minister to me
and it is dated the 10th March, 1976—

. . . the State Housing Commission
was not directly involved in the pro-
vision of housing at this location.
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The Minister then went on to say that
the housing was funded on a joint Com-
monwealth-State basis. Then he said—

Due to the special nature of the
housing the dwellings were earmarked
for rental purposes only with a ban on
Sales. . .

He finished by saying—

I appreciate the interest you have
in this matter but I regret that, under
the circumstances sales of these pro-
ject dwellings cannot proceed.

Now, this situation has come about mainly
as a result of administrative red tape. If we
approach the Commonwealth Government
it says the State Government is involved
and that we should see it, and if we
approach the State Government we are
told that we should see the Common-
wealth Government, and this has resulted
in a deadlock. However, in just the last
few days a most significant development
has occurred. As a result of a public
meeting ealled at Exmouth only a few
weeks ago, the Department of Defence
was contacted to ascertain the latest posi-
tion in relation {o these houses, and that
position was given verbally at the time
to the Civil Commissioner at Exmouth. He
was told that the Commonweaith had no
further interest in the homes.

When I heard of this I told the publie
meeting it was a tremendous point and
that it was in fact saying the Common-
wealth was relinquishing its ownership of
these houses, and that the whole ball game
had changed. I asked for confirmation in
writing, and I have since obtained a copy
of a letter from Mr M. Savage, Assistant
Secretary, Service Personnel, Navy, to the
Civil Commissioner at Exmouth, in which
he says—

2. Treasury has advised that the
Commonwealth has no interest in
these houses—Iits contribution towards
their erection having been in the
nature of a grant and not a loan—and
that ownership lies solely with the
Western Australian State Housing
Commission.

That means the matier now is solely with
the State Minister and the Western Aus-
tralian State Government; so, the ball
game has changed.

I believe this now gives us the oppor-
tunity to be able to achleve what we have
been seeking for a long time. There are
not large numbers of people involved; not
every employee wants to purchase his own
home. However, the principle is a most
significant one. These people want to be
able to purchase their own haomes if they
are long-term residents.

This does not mean further houses will
have to be built in order to replace the
purchase homes because these people will
continue to be employees at the base. The
number of houses available for civilian
employees will be the same.
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We have an opportunity to breathe real
life into Exmouth, and I urge the Minister
to do everything in his power to bring
about a situation where it is passible for
civilian employees to purchase their own
homes.

MR P. V. JONES (Narrogin—Minister
for Housing) [5.41 p.m.1: I thank the
member for Gascoyne for drawing atten-
tion to the guestion of home ownership
in Exmouth, with particular reference to
the project houses. As he has rightly in-
dicated, home ownership is a very basic
principle in any community and, certainly
where the area of this State north of the
26th parallel is concerned, the Government
is making considerable efforts to try to
minimise the disadvantages which stand
in the way of home ownership. I am re-
ferring, of course, to the tremendous costs
associated with the construction of hous-
ing and the servicing of the land.

Tomorrow, by way of information, I will
be announcing the allocation of funding
to terminating building societies for dis-
tribution in that part of the State, as well
as in other areas of Western Australin; in
this way, we hope to assist home owner-
ship. We have raised levels of permissible
loans in the north-west by a much higher
percentage than we have done for other
parts of the State because we recognise the
difficulties associated with achieving the
aobjective of home ownership in the north.
The Government does give due import to
the need for home ownership.

The honourable member’s grievance in
regard to the situation at Exmouth is very
timely, for this morning I had some dis-
cussion with the Civil Commissioner (Mr
Walters) who raised with me and repre-
sentatives of the State Housing Commis-
sion the question of projeet housing in
Exmouth and its future. Mr Walters
brought this matter to our notice on be-
half of the local government authority in
Exmouth.

As the member for Gascoyne quite
rightly indicated, we have not been in a
position to offer these houses for sale. I
should like to advise him that, officially,
we are still not in such a position because,
to date, the Treasury has not seen fit to
grant to the State Housing Commission
a release from the ban on sales.

However, I have reason to believe that
such & release may be forthcoming and,
on the assumption that it is, we will offer
houses for sale, whether it be to tenants
in occupation or to persons wishing to
purchase.

Such a policy musi, however, have due
recognition of certain factors. Firstly, we
cannot jeopardise the poo! of rental
accommadation at Exmouth, which is
required for the work force at the base,
So, on the assumption that applications
are received, we would be trying to ensure
that that work force 1s mot jeopardised.
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The other factor, of course, is the fund-
ing which will be required. I am advised
that in all prohability there will be certain
applicants who will qualify for defence
forces home loans. More particularly, it is
important to 1rote that the income
eligibility requ'remznt will be such that
it is unlikely any applicants will qualify
for the 57 per c¢cent Home Bullder's
Account money provided by the ferminat-
ing building societies, and will in fact
have to be directcd towards the normal
home loan finance sources.

If that is so, not only will it provide the
home ownershin we are trying to achieve,
and which is very necessary at Exmouth,
it will also provide us with fundingz which
we would be prepared to recommit to the
area. If in fact that is so, it will allow
us te maintzin both the work force in the
area and the rental pool, because I can
see no hindrance upon us in recommitting
the capital funds in that way.

The final point I should like to make is
that a considerable number of residents
of Exmouth have enjoved favourable
rental arrangements for a very long time.
They have entered into private arrange-
ments regarding rental concessions and
conditions which it would not be within
the ambit of the State Housing Commis-
sion to offer. Therefore, on the assump-
tion that complete ownership of these
properties is made available to us, any
sale or future rental arrangements would
have to¢ be on the normal commercial
systemm under which we operate; in no
way would we be able to take account
of the most generous terms that tenants
have been able to receive up to the
present.

When it comes to establishing a value,
we will be seeking to achieve a fair value
of the property, having regard to its age
and condition and what would be a fair
demand, and also the funding which
would be required fo repiace that dwelling.

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION AND
COURT CASES
Delay in Hearings: Grievance

MR HARTREY (Boulder-Dundas) £5.47
p.m.]l: That memorable though often mis-
understood constitutional instrument
known as the Magna Carta—the pgreat
charter that was wrested by rebel barons
from a royal rascal named King John—
contains at least one fundamental
prineiple which is basic to the adminlstra-
tion of justice In most free communities;
namely, that justice shall not be sold,
denijed, or delayed to any free man.

In Western Australia, of course, we are
all free men, as long as we do what we
are teld; it is, I am sure, unthinkable
that justice should be sold or denied in
this community., However, unfortunately,
it is all too often delayed, and sometimes
inordinately so. Legal practitioners who
are familiar with the procedures at the
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East Perth Court of Petty Sessions are
well aware that quite often, destitute or
semi-destitute persons charged with
serious offences which may be tried only
by judge and jury are remanded in
custody time and time again, and may
spend several months in gaol before they
are finally brought before their jury. They
may then be acquitied, but by then they
have served a lot of imprisonment for
which they receive no compensation what-
soever, That is a rather serious situation.

Algo, in the other metropolitan courts
it is now the custom, even in the case
of minor offences for the accused 1o be
brought before the court, arraigned, and
remanded for a week because the prosecu-
tion is not ready to proceed. At the end
of the week, a date for the hearing of the
charge 1s chosen, which may well be two
or three months hence. I had that experi-
ence only last week in a metropolitan
court.

However, serious as that situation may
be, it is not the chief complaint which
I wish to make the subject of my griev-
ance. I allude to a civil ecourt which is of
the greatest importance to the working
people of this State. I refer, of course,
to the Workers’ Compensation Board.

In making these remarks I wish it to be
clearly understood that I cast no reflection
of any kind an any member of that
tribunal. The judge himself and his two
assessors, the representative of the em-
ployers and the representative of the
employees, are all very earnest, efficient
and dedicated men. They devote all the
time they can possibly find to the hearing
of these claims under the Workers’ Com-
pensation Act.

Unfortunhately at present there is a
backlog of about 5! to six months from
the time a case is set down to be heard
by the tribunal and the time it is actually
reached. As 1t frequently happens that the
other side, the employers’ side—when the
worker brings his case—does not flle his
answer until 24 minutes—not 24 hours—
before the hearing commences, the case
may then have to be adjourned; and if
it is adjourned it will be adjourned pos-
slbly for another four months. I have had
that experience too. That is no fault of
the board but it certalnly is a great dis-
advantage to the working people who are
claimants before this tribunal.

It does not need much imagination to
appreciate the embatrassment which a
disabled worker and his family must suffer
when they have to wait months and
months before they can enforce & right
which many times is palpably and mani-
festly just and has been staved off by legal
mancgeuvres on the part of insurance
advocates. Sometimes this may happen
not through the fault of anybody but
merely by reason of the fact that there s
such a backlog of claims that one can-
not get a hearing.
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Such people have to live on sickness
benefit. If anybody has tried Uving for six
months on sickness benefit ohe can well
understand why he is sick, To start with,
he would be undernourished and he would
be very sick at heart in other ways.

Several members: Ha, ha!

Mr HARTREY: This Is a serlous matter.
Although I can well understand that my
rather facetious phraseology is justification
for some merriment, it is not really a
subject for merriment; it Is a pretty seri-
ous business,

The question is: What can we do about
it? It is no good saylng that the tribunal
can do anymore than it is doing, because
I know that it cannot. It used to list one
case per day for hearing. That is a reason-
able allocation of time because sometimes
these cases take quite a long time although
sometimes they fall through and the
respondent admits liability and begins to
pay compensation, On the other hand, the
board has now tried the experiment of list-
ing two cases per day. That is really more
than the tribunal could actually deal with
if no cases ever fell through.

Even with that sltuation, whieh is the
best the tribunal can possibly do, on the
i3th July I set down a case for hearing
and it will be heard on the 21st December.
I have two unfinished cases that I was
very anxlous {o have completed. I set them
down a week ago and they will be finalised
on the 11th and 12th of January, 1977,

This is really a very serious disability
for the disabled worker and his family to
have to put up with. I urgently request
the Government to adopt one or other of
two remedies, which are the only possible
remedies that could meet the situation as
I and others see it. I urge the Government
either to appoint two new judges of district
court rank and qualifications not only in
Perth but also in other parts of the State,
for the specific purpose of ‘'hearing workers’
compensatlon claims relevant to those
particular parts, or to appoint two new
district court judges at large and to make
a rule that any district court judge can he
called upen to take a workers' compensa-
tlon case in the district where he happens
to be sitting.

I remind the House that when this leg-
islation was Introduced in England in 1897
and from then for the next 50 years until
it was finally abolished, it was dealt with
in the first instance by county court
judges; and the county court judges were
of course men of competence, just as our
district court judges are, and they were
reasonably expeditious. The reports show
that rarely was a case delayed more than
two_or three months at the outside. Of
course, there were also the Court of Appeal
and the House of Lords above them to
rectify any errors they might make in law.

The SPEAKER: The member has two
minutes.
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Mr HARTREY: In Western Australia,
when workers’ compensation was intro-
duced in 1902, right up until 1948 when
this present tribunal was created, every
local eourt magistrate had jurisdiction to
hear workers’ compensation cases and one
could get a case on in a month without
any trouble at all. I am not suggesting
that we should go back to that system, but
I think it is quite competent for district
court judees to handle these matters and
something will have to be done to expedite
the hearing of such litigation.

Very often large sums of money are
involved and much hardship ensues for
the disabled worker and his family or, in
the event of a fatal accident, for his widow
and children who are subsisting upon a
widows' pension. I earnestly ask the Gov-
ernment to treat this as a matter of
urgency and to do something about it on
the lines I have sugeested.

MR GRAYDEN (South Perth—Minister
for Labour and Industry) (556 pm.}: I
have no doubt that the member for
Boulder-Dundas has raised this matter in
good faith but I must confess that I am
rather at a loss to know the hasls on
which he has rajsed it.

Mr Hartrey: It is a grievance.

Mr GRAYDEN: I appreciate that, but
this is the first oceasion on which I have
heard even a whisper that what he has
suggested is so. There are 81 members
in this State Parliament and at ho stage
has a single member made any representa-
tions. Neither the Trades and Labor
Council nor the trade union movement in
this State has ever said a single word
about it. No employer organisation has
mentioned it. I simply say that in those
circumstances I am rather at a loss to
know why someone somewhere along the
line has not indicated that there is a delay,
if a delay exists.

Mr Hartrey: It exists all right.

Mr GRAYDEN: No complaints have ever
been made to me along these lines and
I am in constant contact with the judge
of the Workers' Compensation Board.

Mr Davies: What we want to know is
what you are going to do,

Mr GRAYDEN: We will do quite a lof.
I shall ecertainly investigate the matter
which the member for Boulder-Dundas has
raised and if the delays are beyond the
ability of the present composition of the
board to remedy, quite obviously we will
do something shout it. It is Government
policy to keep time limits to a minimum
in situations suech as this. I understand
that the member for Boulder-Dundas was
talking also in terms of judicial courts.
The same thing applies in that case. Those
complaints also will be referred to the
Attorney-General, I can assure the mem-
ber for Boulder-Dundas that we will have
an immediate look at the matter, but again
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I express surprise that as far as I am con-
cerned it has never been mentioned
previously.

GOLDMINING INDUSTRY
Abolition of Tax Eremption: Griepance

MR COYNE (Murchison-Eyre) [5.58
p.m.1: I should Hke to volce my protest
also with the growing condemnation of
the Federal Government's action in cur-
tailing tax incentives as they apply to
the goldmining Industry. I can under-
stand the Premier’s irustration at the
Federal Government’s mining policies. I
can also understand the complete bewlild-
erment of the Federal member for Kal-
goorlie, Mr Mick Cotter, and can apprecti-
ate the statements that have come from
the State memher for Kalgoorile, Mr T. D.
Evans. I can also appreciate the dis-
bellef that will be generated amongst all
mining communities in the whale of
Western Australia. Although Kalgoorlie
is the biggest area of goldmining produc-
tion and always has been—

Mr Jamieson: What shaft do you think
Brodie-Hall has fallen down? We have
not heard his voice—

Mr COYNE: 1 think they probably
picked the deepest one. There is a hig
area to which this State owes a lot—the
area of Murchison-Eyre, which I repre-
sent. Most of the towns still in existence
in that area whieh are still relatively
important have been fostered by and built
on the production of the goldmining
industry.

It is regrettable that a situation like
this one should develop, when the gold-
mining industry is on its knees because of
certain economic factors which, undoubt-
edly, have caused the industry to go out
of production completely.

I refer to the recent sale by the Inter-
national Monetary Fund of 170 000 ounces
of gold, which brought about a consider-
able downturn in the price of gold. That
was a recent body blow. Another 25
mililiion ounces of gold are to be auctioned.
So, it becomes obvious to most people
that the goldmining industry will suffer a
very traumatic experience over the next
few years. I cannot understand why the
Federal Government should implement at
this time the recommendations of the IAC
to discontinue the taxation rellef that has
been extended to the goldmining industry
in recent years,

What the average person in the street
or, indeed, in provincial areas cannot
understand is the aura or the lure of
gold. People with this obsession find that
it remains with them all their lves, and
these are people experienced in the gold-
mining industry. To them hope springs
eternal, and there is the fascination of
the lure of the unknown. They live in
the hope of finding a big gold strike, and
this feeling never leaves them. I should
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say that at the present time the ordin-
ary prospectors who will be affected by
the deeclision of the Pederal Government
will be very upset by this turn of events.

Hill 50 Gold is one of the few remain-
ing goldmines outside Kalgoorlie that
has maintained an output and a work
forece up to very recent times. It will be
recalled that the cause of the downturn
was the inflationary pressure. The price
of gold has not been able to keep up
with the increased costs, and it cannot
compete with the external price that can
be obtained for gold onh the open market.

Despite all this, Hill 50 Gold has kept
its plant intact in the hope that the
price of gold will rise to the degree where
it could resume operations. This company
lgas a huge plant which would cost mil-
lions of dollars to replace today. It has
n)amtalnqd the plant and put the opera-
tions on ice, in the hope that something
will eventuate to allow it to continue
operations at some future date. I am sure
that the action taken by the Federal
Government will prove to be a grievous
blow to Hill 50 Gold.

To the ordinary person in the street
this action will place communities that are
dependent on the prospectors and gold-
mining in a desperate situation. They
live in the hope that there will be a
resurgence in the goldmining industry, and
that it will again be able to reassert itself
and bru;g prosperity hack to the people.
The action of the Federal Government is
one of the factors which has caused much
pessimism in the towns I represent.

It is not correct to say that the nickel
Oor uranium mining industries will replace
the goldmining industry. I think that in
the course of time the two former indus-
tries will gradually establish themselves
in such a way that we will not notice

the phasing out of the goldmining in-
dustry.

I certainly deplore the decision of the
Pederal Government to impose these limi-
tations which will undoubtedly create a
great deal of gloom in the goldmining in-
dustry. The State Batteries will be one
of the first sectors of the goldmining in-
dustry to suffer. There are eight or 10
such batteries operating throughout the
Murchison area at the present time, but
no doubt these operations will taper off.
This will bring about hardship to the
people who are engaged in the geldmining
industry, and who have little experience to
enable them to take other occupations.

I am utterly bewildered to find that
this measure was introduced by the Federal
Government without any prior discus-
sions with the industry or with the
Premier of this State. Obviously the
Federal member for Kalgoorlie was very
hopeful of the future prospects of the
goldmining industry when he was elected
as & member of the House of Representa-
tives on the 13th December last. He felt
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sure the Federal Government would do
something to help the goldmining industry
and mining in general. Now he must feel
chopped off at the knees, to find this sort
of decision being made at this stage.

That is all I can offer in this context.
I realise the matter has been fairly well
voiced and covered by Press reports and
by the member for Kalgoorlie. I hope
that the protestations by the Premier to
the Prime Minister will bear fruit, and
that to some degree the situation will be
restored.

Mr H. D. Evans: Is there a different
party in the Federal Government!

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands—
Premier) [606 pm.}: I wish to reply
briefly to the comments made by the mem-
ber for Murchison-Eyre. I can appreciate
his concern as well as that of the mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie, because the member
for Murchison-Eyre represents an elector-
ate where strong emphasis is placed on the
egoldmining industry, and furthermore it
has a long history of gold production. I
am one of those people who has an un-
shakeable faith in gold; but I do not
know whether I am one of a dying race.

It is said that people either believe in
gold or they do not. Just at the moment
we all know the reasons the price is going
down and I think it might have to go
down a little further before the market
sorts itself out because for reasons of
its own the USSR is marketing huge
quantities itself. We knew this sort of
thing would occur once there was a change
in the marketing of gold, particularly in
the USA. For years and years the price
of gold was held in a state of unreality
and this is when the trouble oceurred. Gold
was never allowed to find its own level
at a time when it could have settled down
as an important mineral in the world. It
would have been in a much more stable
position now had that artificlal ceiling not
applied. However it was applied for so
long, before belng relaxed, that it hag af-
fected market trends and even market
demands.

I want to assure the honourable member
that his views are noted and that I will
make sure that not only his views, but
also those of the member for Kalgoorlie
and others who have been in touch with
me on the subject, are correctly repre-
sented to the Commonwealth.

I come back to the point I made earlier;
that is, that I am afraid if one gets down
to cold hard dollars and cents it is very
hard to visualise that this latest proposal
will stop development or deter projects
already in progress. However, I would be
the first to admit that this particular in-
dustry—not only gold, but mining gener-
ally—is an emotive one and something like
this can have a psychologieal impact which
will be quite devastating and out of all
proportion to the true economie situation.
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The SPEAEKER: Grievances have been
noted.

SUPPLY BILL
Standing Orders Suspension

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands—-
Treasurer) [6.09 pm.]l: I move—

That so much of the Standing
Orders be suspended as is necessary to
enable g Supply Bill to be introduced
without notice and passed through all
its stages in one day.

I discussed this matter with the Leader
of the Opposition. It might have been
better had we, on the last day of the first
part of the session, given notice of our
intention to move this motion when we
resumed, and then we could have gone
straight on with the debate. I felt it was
hetter, however, to allow the motion to
take its natural course and thus I gave
notice of my intention yesterday and I am
now dealing with the motion today. I
hasten to add that it is not the Govern-
ment’s intention—and I have made this
clear to the Leader of the Opposition—to
proceed with this Bill today beyond getting
leave for its introduction and then fol-
lowed by the first reading because I do
not want to interfere with private mem-
bers' day.

The Supply Bill progress is unpredict-
able. In some ways the Bill is a formality
and in other ways it can be an opportunity
for members to express themselves on a
wide range of subjects. I felt it would be
unfair to members to restrict the debating
time to between 2.15 and 6.15 p.m. to-
morrow. The alternative was to have an
arrangement with the Opposition whereby
we could sit after dinner if requisite.
However, a suggestion was forthcoming
which I welcomed,; that is, that we meet
at 11.00 a.m. tomorrow to gain extra time,
thus permitting country members to leave
at 6.15 pm. I make it clear that the
6.15 p.an. conclusion is based on the
assumption that the Bill has been passed
through this House, because once the
Supply Bill is moved and set in motion,
it is customary to pass it in the one sitting,
hence the suspension of Standing Orders.
I would like that clearly understood.

I welcomed the co-operation of the
Leader of the Opposition and his sugges-
tion about commencing at 11.00 a.m. to-
morrow. I understand this proposal is
generally accepted by members and is pre-
ferred to sitiing afier dinner tomorrow.
Most members now understand that until
we get the Supply Bill through we are
acting on warrants and it is imperative
that the Government of the day gets the
Supply Bill introduced and passed as
quickly as it can as a matter of good faith
to the Governor of the day who signs war-
rants in the interim period.

MR JAMIESON (Welshpool—Leader of
the Opposttion) {6.11 p.m.): The Trea-
surer has indicated that we discussed thls
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matter even though but briefly. 1 think
we must come to some understanding in
the future so that at the end of the
autumn part of the sesslon we move some
form of temporary supply to see wus
through because at that time we usually
know when we will resume. This would
cvercome the present impasse the Trea-
surer has mentioned, He did indicate that
he had some thoughts on this matter
which he would discuss with me later on
and then perhaps we can come to some
arrangement for the future.

So far as we are able to tell the Supply
Bill will have its usual run of a few
speakers. We acknowledge that some
country members want to get away and
this would be most difficult if the debate
continued after dinner tomorrow. Having
due regard for that, the party Whips will
probably finish up in the Swan River if
the debate does continue past 6.15 p.m.
and we will need to appoint new Whips.
We wlll have to rely on their good efforts
and those of members to ensure we get
through.

Without issuing any threats or impos-
Ing any restrictions, I think we can he
sensible enough to realise that this Bill
has to go through and that we must pass
it so as to avoid any possible embarrass-
ment to the Governor.

All Governments are faced with this
task whether they be Labor, Liberal, or
of any other political flavour, and I sug-
gest we are quite happy at this juncture
to agree ta the proposition.

Question put and passed.
Sitting suspended from 6.13 to 7.30 p.m.

Introduction and First Reading

Bill introduced, on motion by Sir
Charles Court {(Treasurer), and read g
first time.

BILLS (4): INTRODUCTION AND FIRST
READING

1. Country Towns Sewerage Act Amend-
ment Bill,

2. Offenders Probation and Parole Act
Amendment Bill.

Bills introduced, on motlons by Mr

Ridge (Minister for Lands), and
read & first time.

3. Industrial and Commercial Employees’
Housing Act Amendment Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr P.

V. Jones (Minister for Housing),
and read a first time,

4. Main Roads Act Amendment RBill,

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr
O’Connor (Minister for Transport),
and read a first time,



[Wednesday, 4 August, 1976]

TRESILLIAN HOSTEL
Retention of Use: Motion

MR DAVIES (Victorla Park)
pm.]l: I move—

That as the moves made to pro-
vide permanent accommodation for
profoundly retarded children since
August 1975 have had no significant
effect in reducing the waiting lists of
those requiring accommodation on an
urgent or otherwise basis, in the
opinion of this House the Govern-
ment should make every effort to
ensure that Treslllian Hospital
remains avallable to house these
children until all requests for accom-
modation are satisfied.

This motion 15 very similar to a motion

moved in this House last year, and for

that I make no apology because the posi-

tion has remained exactly the same—if

lt'ﬁt, it is even more acute than it was
en.

I put the notice of this motion on the
notice paper on the second last day of
the autumn sitting in the hope that by
the tlme we resumed some satisfactory
settlement would have been arrived at.
The answers I received to questions I
asked led me to believe that the children
from the Tresillian Hostel would probably
be moved by about mid-August. I think
one answer I received stated that the
move would be no later than mid-August.
The fact that attempts were made to move
the children earlier can he accepted.

I did hope though, as I have said, that
the position would have been reviewed in
the interim period, and those responsible
would have accepted one of the alterna-
tives open to them in order to avold the
unfortunate confrontation which eventu-
ally occurred.

As I have sald, the sentiments expressed
in the motion we are now about to debate
—which was put on the notice paper last
May—are just as real now as they were
then because the position has not altered
in any way. We still have the same de-
mand and the same need for additional
beds.

Apart from drawing those facts to the
attention of the House, I thought I might
provide those responsible for the decislons
which have been taken with an oppor-
tunity to answer three points: Firstly, to
explain the reasons for thelr actions;
secondly, to tell us something about the
plan referred to on a number of occasions,
but never clearly deflned; and thirdly, to
tell us what expert opinion they acted
upon. Those were the three main factors
which came out of the reams and reams
of publications—perhaps that is not quite
the best expression—or the factors which
came out of the many thousands of words
printed on this subject. If we can get
answers to those three questions I will be
:satisfied to some extent.

[7.35
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The fact remalns that as far as I am
concerned, and as far as the Australlan
Labor Party 1s concerned, the children will
remain in the Tresillian Hostel until all
the demands for accommodation to house
profoundly mentally retarded children are
satisfied.

Mr Bertram: Hear, hear!

Mr DAVIES: The handling of the mat-
ter by the Government was sloppy, to say
the least. Perhaps “sloppy” might not be
a very good word to use when one has
regard for the immovable position adopted
by the maln stars in the drama.

Mr Bertram: Would “inept” be a better
word?

Mr DAVIES: Inept might be a betier
word. All I can say is that an amazing
lack of sensitivity was displayed. There
was, I believe, an aloofness and & com-
plete unawareness of public feeling. If
what I have said is not correct, I can
only say there was a deliberate plot to
ignore the feelings of the public, if In
fact those who had to make the decisions
were aware of what the public were
feeling.

What happened as a result? People were
threatened, pleaded with, and cajoled. At
times the parties refused even to talk to
the interested groups. At times the stars
of the drama became petulant and tried,
I suppose, to pretend the problem would
go away if they did not face up to it. They
were not facing up to it. They said,
““This is the decision that has been made
ang it must stand.”

It is thanks to four member of Parlia-
ment who could accurately assess the feel-
ing of the public that the stars of the
drama were held to ransom and eventually
had to change the stance they had taken,
It was no credit to them. Had they
adopted one of the options that were
available to them earlier, the public would
have said they were statesmen. Actually,
the public now say they were stubborn;
and they finished up in a worse position
than they should have been in.

Let me repeat what I have said pre-
viously in this House: I make no apology
for or secret of the fact that it was a
decision of mine when I was Minister for
Health that put those children into Tre-
sillian. When the hospital became vacant
several options were open to me, and the
most pressing need was to find accommo-
dation for these profoundly mentally re-
tarded children. The hospital was said
to be valued at something like $250 000,
and it would have been completely wrong
of me to let it remain vacant or not to
put it to the best possible use. The best
possible and most needy use was for those
chiidren.

Objections were raised, as I imasgined
they would be. I will not canvass all those
objections. They reflected an attitude
which I find rather distasteful and which
I regret does exist in the community.
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I can understand the feeling of the
Nedlands City Council. I gave it an un-
dertaking that when the beds were no
longer wanted the hospital would be used
for some other purpose. The council put
out feelers to buy it but quickly withdrew
its feelers when it found the price would
be $250 000. As everyone knows, there was
subsequently a dramatic reduction of that
valuation and the hospital was put up for
grabs at half that price—$125 000.

In some respects we can understand the
feelings of the people concerned. I can-
not understand them completely but I can
understand and make excuses for the
people when they go t¢ their member of
Parliament. If I were the member for
the district and doing my job, I would
try to help them. I do not think they did
anything wrong in going to the man who
is their member of Parliament and the
Premier of this State.

I said earlier that we moved a similar
motion last year, and we hoped as a re-
sult of that motion the Government would
take some notice of the feelings which
were expressed; that it would take some
action. The Minister for Health is not in
this House; he Is represented by another
Minister, who only supplies to us the infor-
mation which is made available to him. In
response to our previous motion, the Min-
ister in this House sald on page 3695 of
Hansard for 1975—

... the Government has not made a
wrong or publicly unacceptable deci-
sion.

I ask: Was that a very profound state-
ment when we look at what has occurred
since then? He probably believed it was
not a wrong or publicly unacceptable de-
cision; yet, of course, it has proved to be
completely wrong and unacceptable to the
publie.

That was one of the options which were
avallable to the Premier or the Minister.
If they felt the wrong decision had been
made, they could have reviewed it. They
could perhaps have said, “On the infor-
mation available to us at the time we made
a wrong decision, but on information
which has come forward sinece then we
believe the decision should be changed.”
Had they admitted there was room for
errgr, I think such a statement would have
been applauded by the whole community.

In replying to the motion, the Minister
sald on page 3696 of Hansard for the same
vear—

The Government considers it has
no charge to answer.

For its sins, the Government has since
had to answer, at the expense of a lot
of clamour from the people at large. On
page 3698 of Hansard the Minister said—
The Opposition has now had its
fun and it should allow us to get on
with the job; in a short time we
would get these people into acceptable
premises.
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I considered then that it was an insult,
and I now consider it an insult to be told
we were moving the motion for fun. We
were in no way doing it for fun. We had
our finger on the pulse. We knew what
the feelings of the people were. We knew
how desperate was the position in regard
to beds. We knew the patients could be
left there without causing concern to
any part of the community, except for one
or two people, and that is what the Gov-
ernment could have done. I objected then
to it being called fun, and I now object
most strongly to the suggestion that we
moved the motion for fun. It was & most
unfortunate word.

However, I realised what our position
would be, not having the numbers, and in
replying to the debhate I said, on page
3698 of Hansard, that our motion would
not have the slightest effect on the policy
of the Government. How true that turned
out to be, because it was not anything
we said as an Opposition or as & political
party that had any effect on the Govern-
ment. What did have an effect was the
rising up in indignation and genuine
wrath of a section of the community
which was able to muster forces and
eventually got on stde sufficient members
of the Government o force the Govern-
ment to change its mind. It was not
what we did that had that effect—it was
not a political action by any means—but
what was done by members of the Gov-
ernment’s own party.

I think those members deserve the ap-
probation of this House—the member for
Scarborough, the member for Kalamunda,
the member for Subiaco, and the member
for Stirling. They deserve to be recorded
in Hansard as people of real compassion.

It is a pity the Minister for Local Gov-
ernment seems to continue to think this
is a huge joke.

Mr Rushton: You did not mention the
right names.

Mr DAVIES: Had four membhers of the
Government stood me up when I was a
Cabinet Minister, I would not have been
at all amused.

Mr Rushton: You should be accurate.

Mr Bertram: Their names will be re-
corded in the division,

Mr DAVIES: If the Minister would care
to correct me, I will accept his correc-
tion; but he is becoming petulant as he
is wont to do.

Apart from what the Minister for Lands
said on behalf of the Minister for Health
in regard to our last motion, we did not
know what the feelings of the other mem-
bers of the Government were because
none of them spoke in the debate. On
the night in question the Premier was
away from the House and did not have the
opportunity to speak. No doubt he was
in the electorate on the business of the
Government, s0 he did not tell us what
the position was then.
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Well, what is the present position? Is my
statement true, that the position has not
improved since we last debated this matter?
I ean go only on the information given to
me in answer to questions, and I will refer
to three of these. The first was question
44 of the 12th August, 1975; the second was
question 15, asked on the 13th April of this
vear; and the third was question 11 asked
yvesterday in this House. The answers
given to those questions relate the story
and they show that what I say is true:
there has been no improvement in the bed
position for these people. In all three
questions I asked—

How many profoundly retarded child-
ren—up to and including teenagers—
are currently accommodated by the
State?

The answer 1 was given to the first ques-
tion included teenagers up to the age of 18
years and the answers to subsequent ques-
tions included teenagers up to the age of
19 years. Twelve months ago 97 persons
were accommodated by the State. This
figure then decreased to 82, and yesterday
I was told that the number of persons so
accommodated was 90. So in almost 12
months the number of persons accommo-
dated by the State has dropped by seven.
Of course, that variation could be explained
by the different age groups to which I
referred earlier, However, the fact remains
that the varlation in those figures over a
period of 12 months is negligible.

The next part of the question I asked
was as follows—

Where are these accommodated ang
what are the numbers at each place?

From the answers I was given I see that
the situation has changed very little over
the 12 months, Profoundly retarded people
are accommodated at Scarborough Hostel,
Dorset Hostel, Tresillian Hostel, Princess
Margaret Hospital, and at Nulsen Haven
which is State subsidised. The varlation
in these figures is no more than three or
four either way.

As we are now talking about Tresillian
Hostel, I think the figures are worth look-
ing at. Twelve months ago, 12 people were
accommodated at Tresillan. In April of
this year 18 were accommodated, and in
the reply gilven yesterday, I was told that
15 people are now accommodated. T under-
stand that Tresillian Hostel has 30 beds so
obviously more could be accommodated
there.

Part (3) of the question I asked was as
follows—
How many profoundly retarded child-

ren in the above category are known
to be In the State?

In the answers I was given I was told that
in August, 1975, 136 profoundly retarded
persons under the age of 18 years were
registered with the Mental Health Services
and yesterday I was told that there were
173 such persons as at the 2nd April, 1976.
S0 once again there has been no dramatic
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change {n the numher of known cases in
the State, and no alteration at all over
the last few months., I then asked-—

What unsatisfied requests for accom-
modation for these children do Mental
Health Services have?

From the replies glven we see that 12
months ago there were 15 profoundly
retarded persons on the urgent waiting list.
In April of this year there were still 15
urgent requests for accommodation, and
yvesterday I was told that there were 14
urgent requests, Once again the figures
point, out that in a period of 12 months
there has been no improvement whatso-
ever in the capacity of Mental Health
Services to handie these children, I know
that Mental Health Services would be
happy to accommodate these children if it
had the beds. I know that the parents, and
particularly in some cases, would be very
relleved to obtain suitable accommodation
for their children, even if only for short-
stay periods. Unless a person had lived
with such a child, he could neot begin to
understand the strain placed on all mem-
bers of the family—the husband, the wife,
and any other children.

I can speak from my experiences when
I held the portfolic of Health, and if the
Government, is interested, the appropriate
files gould be perused. Letters were written
to me by the parents of some of these
profoundly retarded children and it was
quite common to be told that unless some
actlon were taken to assist with the care
of these unfortunate children, many fami-
Hes would suffer & complete breakup. I was
told of threatened suicides, desertions, and
the like. Members must realise that to
care for one of these children is a 24-
hour-a-day job, They must be fed, tolleted,
washed, and amused. The best an at-
tendant can hope for is perhaps a
moderate smile of recognition from time
to time. The care of such children is a
constant strain on families and there is
a responsibillly on a GGovernment to
provide beds for each and every one of
these children for whom such accommoda-
tion is so urgently required.

The flgures given to me by the Govern-
ment over a period of 12 months show
that there has been no improvement what-
soever in the position. As well as the 15
children for whom urgent accommodation
is required, the parents of another 60-odd
children are requesting accommodation
although they are willing to walt until
accommodation can be found, However,
these parents will become¢ desperate as
time goes on and no beds become avallable.
The demands on the Government will
become even more pressing.

One of the questions I pose to the Gov-
ernment member who replies to this mo-
tion is this: What is the Government’s
plan? Although we have heard about the
Government’s plan on a number of occa-
stons, it has never been clearly defined.
I am prepared to suggest a grace period
of 12 or 18 months, but I would like to be
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told that within that time sufficient beds
will be made available to accommodate
those in need. That is the objective to-
wards which the Government should be
working, and that is the only objective I
will accept. It is only on the satisfactory
accommodation of all other affected chil-
dren In the State that I would agree to
those presently accommaodated in Tresillian
Hostel being moved.

I will be delighted indeed if the Gov-
ernment can tell me about its plan. I
asked some further questions yesterday
and the reply indicated that, although
hopeful, the positlon is still somewhat
vague, We are told that the Government
has the Ross Memorial Hospital, although
I notice that the Presbyterian Church has
objected to the continued use of that
name. There are beds for 32 people at
the Ross Memorial Hospital and I imagine
that the Government will move children
in there as scon as suitable staff can be
trained. Certainly the beds are required
urgently. Yokine Hostel will accommodate
32 and the Governmenf fells us that one
other hostel may take 32 persons in 1977~
1978 according to availability. We were
then told that in that same year Sussex
Hostel would take 32 persons and that that
hostel will be part financed by the Gov-
ernment during 1976-77. So from the
replies given the plan is not clear. We
are hopeful that sufficient beds will be
available, but we would like the plan
clearly defined.

It is all very well for the Government
to 52y it will be providing these beds but I
would also like the Government's repre-
sentative who replies to this debate to tell
me how this accommodation is to be fin-
anced—if the Government considers it is
worth while telling me! Will the Common-
wealth Government come to the party as
it did with the Kareeba Nursing Home?
By the way, this nursing home was heavily
subsidised on about a four-to-one basis
by the Australian Government but it still
stands empty. If the Australian Govern-
ment knows what happened in that case,
of course it may not be too happy about
further finance for other projected hostels.
In any case, I believe it is doubtful that
the Australian Government will be happy
about any further finance. I can only hope
that it will acknowledge the need and do
something about it as we need these beds
desperately. However, knowing the Com-
monwealth Government, and knowing how
federalism is being applied, I am somewhat
doubtful that we will get any help at all
from that Government.

Many plans have been made in the past,
and the current policy was adopted only
several years ago. As long ago as 1968 we
had the much publicised and, at that time,
much appleuded five-year plan for
mental deficiency; and that was presented
several Ministers ago. You will be delighted
to know, Mr Speaker, that I do not intend
to read out the whole plan, However, In
respect of the profoundly mentally
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retarded immobile group, the committee
first of all suggested the group be divided
into {wo sections, the first comprising
those under 14 years of age and the
other comprising those over 14 years.

With regard to immobile profoundly
retarded children under 14 years, the
commitiee considered there were 120 in
the community and that Princess Margaret
Hospital could make avallable 40 beds.
Therefore 80 childgren would have had to
remain in their own homes. The committee
said this group was regarded as ineducahble
and untrainable, and with the Hlkelihood
of a severe mortality rate. It pointed out
that the staff ratio would need to be one
to 10 on duty at any one time, with an
overall ratio of four staff to 10 patients.

The commitiee went on to say that
supervision of this group should be exer-
cised through the beard of the Priricess
Margaret Hospital, and the Public Health
Department through its representative on
that board. Of course the present Minister
for Health has taken the step of removing
Public Health Department representatives
from hospital boards, and so supervision
could no longer be applied in that man-
ner even if it were considered necessary.

The committee sald that admission
would be arranged through a panel con-
sisting of medical officers, psychologists,
and social workers from the children’s
hospital and the Mental Health Services.
It considered that finance should be
arranged between the State and Common-
wealth Governments, but should not come
from the children’s hospital endowment
fund. Parents do not pay for the hospital
care ¢of these children in hospitals admin-
istered by the Mental Health Services,
and it was thought that the possibility of
obtaining Ilong-term Commonwealth fund
benefits for this group should be explored.

I do not know whether that was
explared, or what was the result if it was
explored. However, that five-year plan
which was applauded in 1968 proposed to
keep 40 children in Princess Margaret
Hospital and to keep the other 80 in their
homes. Of course, we know now that part
of the problem with which the mental
deficiency unit of the Mental Health
Services has been confronted is that there
are 31 children at Princess Margaret
Hospital who are not wanied at that
hospital and who must be moved so that
beds may be made available for other
purposes. So the plan proposed in 1968
collapsed completely, and the direction
was changed.

The committee then spoke about
immobile profoundly retarded persons over
14 years of age, and it considered that
they could be accommodsated in regional
and public hospitals throcughout the State.
The commitiee went on to say there were
only about 50 of these persons because
most of them die bhefore they reach the
age of 14. They do not require educational
training and the staff ratlos would be the
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same as for the previous group; that is,
g.n caverall staff to patient ratio of four
o 10.

All I can say is: Thank goodness that
plan was never put into effect, because
had it been we would be in a most serious
position, I am absclutely amazed to think
that only eight years ago we had people
thinking along the lines of, "They will die
anyway, so the best thing to do is to
put them in public hospitals”’-—where bed
costs are now up $o about $130 a day at
Royal Perth. The committee was prepared
to put these persons into public hospitals
in the hope that they would die and then
the problem would be removed.

However, as I sald, that five-year plan
for mental deficiency—or at least that
part of it—was not put into effect, and a
much more humane, compassionate, and
realistic programme was embarked upon.
That programme has proceeded, a little
roughly at times, along a course which I
hope is leading to a successful conclusion.
These new moves have been endorsed by
the experis.

I will not go through the mass of Press
cuttings I have on the Tresilllan issue; I
believe to do so would cause accute em-
barrassment to the Government. I say
that hbecause, despite the fact that the
Premier said he was not getting any pub-
licity on it—and despite the fact that he
ultimately received several full pages of
publicity in the morning and evening
papers—I think he received more than
his fair share of publicity right throughout.
Indeed, the only time I entered into the
matter was on two occasions when I put
out Press statements when I thought the
Government was getting a bit over the
odds, and on other occasions when the
Press reporters contacted me, sometimes
at seven o’clock in the morning, and at
various times throughout the day, and said
neither the Premier nor the Minister for
Health would talk to them on the Tresillian
issue and asked me to comment. I was
only too happy to do so.

Therefore, I nearly fell off my chair
when I saw that the Premier had charged
the Press with biased and unfair reporting,
and I was delighted to see that the persons
concerned strongly refuted his allegations.
Indeed, the Press showed quite elearly that
the Premier had recelved as mueh, if not
more, publicity than anybody else. Indeed,
dates and instances were given. If the
Premier did not recelve as much publicity
as he wanted, then it was because of his
reluctance at times to talk to the Press,
and I can only assume that his reluctance
was caused by the fact that he had no
good excuses to offer.

The new plan of which I have spoken
and which I believe will bear excellent
results in due eourse has been endorsed by
a number of experts. I was pleased to see
that it was endorsed by what The West
Australian of the 14th July was pleased
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to call six experts who attacked the Gov-
ernment over its proposal to move children
from Tresillian. These experts are leading
lights in the universities; people who know
what is going on and who have some ex-
perience of the problem. All the Premier
could say at that time was that he had
asked people to reserve their judgment
until such time as they had heard his side
of the story.

In addition, another article appeared in
The Sunday Times of the 13th June. Here
was another expert, quoted as Mr D.
Crawford, Superintendent, Minda Homes,
Adelaide, and a consultant in residential
care for the Australian Government. He
applauded the retention of the Tresillian
Hostel and the move which had been made
to keep the children there. An open letter
also was addressed to all members of
Parliament on the question. This was
signed hy some further experts.

There were plenty of others who were
saying this is what the position should
be, and T even noticed that when eventu-
ally a compromise was reached the Direc-
tor of Mental Health Services (Dr Ellis)
had his tongue in his cheek somewhat
when he said he was there to support the
Government, and that the Government
made the decisions. I felt that had Dr
Ellis been a less loyal public servant he
would have said, “I am very pleased in-
deed that the Government has at last
changed its mind”, because he was not
one of the experts who the Premier said
had tendered sdvice t0 remove the child-
ren from Tresillian.

Once again, T repeat the second part of
my request: that the Premier tell us who
are the experts who advised the Govern-
ment on this issue.

Mr Skidmore: Sir Expert Charlie.

Mr DAVIES: I think we will wait and
see what he has to say. There was some
suggestion that the opposition #o the
Government was politically inspired. For
a start, what in our public life is not
political? Then, when the Government
could not stir up very much publicity
against the Oppositlon or the ALP for
being interested in this matter, it said the
unions were to blame.

The unions did not come into the
scheme until they were asked. They did
not volunteer their services; they came to
protect their members and to ensure they
were not penalised in any way. However,
before that, they were asked by the bodles
concerned, which were interested In the
whole position, whether they would glve
some assistance by refusing to move the
children and by refusing to maintain the
supply of transport, which was the lifeline
between the two hospitals.

The only volunteering done was by the
Painters and Decorators’ Union, which
said, “If the Premier thinks Tresillian
needs 8 coat of paint, let him give us the
paint and our members will paint the
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place free of charge." However, that offer
was not taken up. The Government is
quick to criticise unions but rarely praises
them.

I want to know why the Government
representative on the two-hour marathon
“Leslie Anderson Show” was the Minister
for Labour and Industry. What has he to
do with health matters? Where was the
Minister for Health?

Sir Charles Court: He was away on that
day and the Minister for Labour and
Industry was standing in for him, That
was fair enough.

Mr DAVIES: Yes, that was fair enough.
However, I am sure that Leslie Anderson
and the public would much rather have
waited a day or two until the Minister
for Health was able to appear on the pro-
gramme because he was the man whe had
to make all the decisions; he was the one
who shouvld have recelved any praise; he
was the man from whom the public
wanted to hear.

I have a few letters which relate to the
Minister for Health and some other mem-
bers of the Government, As a matter of
fact, the one I have in my hand was given
to me by the member for Clontarf and is
a telephone message he received. I will not
give the telephone number or the name of
the person involved, but members opposite
may see the paper if they desire.

Mr Nanovich: Why not?

Mr DAVIES: I have no desire to cause
any embarrassment to the person involved.
The message states as follows—

Re Tresillian affalr., Quote “Mr
Baxter will have to go0. The Govern-
ment has lost 3 votes froon my home
and as many others as I can canvass.”

That was from a person who sald he was
a personal friend of Sir Charles Court.

Mr B. T. Burke: You have given the
game away now, because he has only one
friend.

Mr DAVIES: It was only one of many
messages which were received hy members
of this Parliament. I have plenty of them
in my file, if members opposite would like
to go through it. People who said they
were previously Liberal Party supporters
no longer wished to he associated with
that party. They were surprised the
Liberals had adopted such an attitude,
and blamed the Premier and the Minister
for Health. Yet the people being blamed
claimed they were not being given a fair
go and that the Press was not being kind
to them.

Apart from the two Press releases
which I deliberately released when I felt
the Government was pgetting a hit far
over the odds and something needed to
be sald, I did not need to come into the
issue politically, because there were plenty
of “Friends of Tresillian” in their various
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forms who were only too happy to take up
the cudgels on behalf of the patients and
the parents.

Members have only to look at the num-
ber of petitions which were being cireul-
ated, and which were tabled in this House
to ascertain public feeling. I have s couple
of petitions here. It is true that they esch
contain only about 20 signatures, but I
think it reflects the feeling of people, in
that individuals chose to get up a petl-
tion amongst their immediate cirele of
friends in order to express disgust at the
Government for the way it was handling
the issue. There were telephone calls
galore, At times, 1 wished I could have my
telephone disconnected!

Mr Nanovich: Why didn't you?

Mr DAVIES: I chose not to because I
was interested in receiving the calls from
the public. We get paid very handsomely
to talk to the public, and I certainly did
not mind receiving telephone calls which
rubbished the Government, because that
is what they were doing.

Members have only to look at the letters
on my files, to note the kind of reaction
they themselves received, to look at the
newspaper cuitings, and listen to the talk-
back radio programmes to know what was
the extent of public feeling on this issue.
Membhers opposite would soon have been
able to get the hang of things and gauge
what the public at large were feeling.

I know that at times these talk-back
shows are used by political parties to put
a certain point of view; but although oec-
casionally, someone who possibly was re-
presenting a political party appeared on
such a programme and tried to defend
the Government, such people were out-
numbered by about 20 to one.

Everyone is entitled to express his own
point of view. In fact, a lady telephoned
me one morning to express her strong ob-
jection to the children remaining at Tre-
sillian. I believe I gave her a courteous
hearing and said that she was entitled to
her views and I was entitled to mine. But,
as I say, from the material being published
the people opposing the Government's
stand outnumbered Government supporters
by about 20 to one.

Even then, the Government may have
chosen to thumb its nose at the public
at large anhd say, “We intend to go ahead
with the decision.”” That was clearly the
Government’s intention, and no doubt the
move would have taken place had it not
heen for Dr Harry Cohen.

It was only towards the end of the
campaign that I ran into Dr Cohen and
his wife. The meeting was quite by acci-
dent, at a place some distance from Perth.
On one occasion after that meeting, I
supplied him with an answer to & question
which had been asked. So, I can view
this man only from afar, but I have the
greatest admiration for him.
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When organisations such as Friends of
Tresillian and Watchdog and a few others
had been battling for something like 12
months and had started to accept the
hopelessness of the situation, Dr Harry
Cohen turned out to be the rallying point.
It was this man ahd he alone who caused
the position finally to be resolved in the
way it was. However, it was not resolved
to his satisfaction, I do not believe he
thinks he has had a win, according f{o
what I read in the newspapers; but Dr
Cohen was the force which got behind
these organisations and who fought so
magnificently, and rallied the flagging op-
position.

No-one could put a smear on him! No-
one could say he was a “communist” or a
fascist; he could not be termed as bad
or undesirable in any direction.

Mr Bertram: He could have been called
a fifth columnist.

Mr DAVIES: Yes, I suppose he could
have been described in certain quarters as
being a fifth columnist.

Mr Bryce: Or a subversive.

Mr DAVIES: Yes, or a subversive which
apparently is one who is opposed to the
present Government; apparently there are
mahy such people in our community to-
day. But the fact is that Dr Cohen was
a cleanskin; no-one could get anything
on him. He fought for what he felt and
for what he really knew was right and I
say, “Congratulations to Dr Harry Cohen
in what he accomplished”.

Then we had the ultimatum delivered
by members of Parliament from the Gov-
ernment side, who took some action to
stand the Premier up. 1 say they stood
the Premier up because, from what I read
in the newspapers, only half an hour
before the ultimatum was delivered, the
Minister for Health was reported as say-
ing, “There will be no change. The
patients will be ghifted from Tresillian.”
But the Premier then said that was all
wrong because he had made up his mind
to let them stay at Tresillian.

Mr Bertram: But he did not tell the
member for Scarborough.

Mr DAVIES: I am not saying anything;
I will try not even to imply anything.
But the fact remains that the Minister
for Health said, “They will go.” Certain
things then took place. Certain notices
were tendered to the Premier and then
there was talk and a long discussion and
it was only then that the Government
said, “The children may stay for the time
being.” But at that time, apparently, no
call had gone out to the representatives
of Friends of Tresillian. None of them
had been contacted until this notice came
forth.

Mr Skidmore: Even the Minister for
Health was not contacted.
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Mr DAVIES: The Minister for Health
apparently was as shocked and surprised
as everyone else to discover what had
gone on. We have agnother very import-
ant motion on the notice paper tonight,
and although I could continue at some
considerable length—

Mr Skidmore: I think you should con-
tinue, and show the duplicity of the Gov-
ernment.,

Mr DAVIES: —I do not think I will at
this time. I ean only say that the Gov-
ernment's standing in the community has
been given a severe buffeting. Certain
members of the Government have come
out of it far worse than others. Some
have come out with a great deal of appro-
bation for what they have done, and at
least we can understand that a semblance
of demacracy remasins.,

The fact remains that the children will
will be there until no later than, I think,
December, 1977. I amn not quite certain
why that date was chosen but I am
afeared by the words ‘no later than”
because they could mean next week or
that the whole sorry business could start
again at any time. This is why I want
to know what the plan is.

These are the three questions I want
answered: What is the plan? What were
the reasons for the Government’s action?
Who were the experts who were advising
the Government? These matters are not
clear in any of the Press material that I
have read and even on television or radio
Ithave not heard any satisfactory explan-
ations.

I do not congratulate the Government
on the final stand that it took. I believe
it was forced into a corner where it had
no alternative. It had to face a erisis
which it should have seen coming head
on. Perhaps the Premier or the Cabhinet
thought that no-one would dare stand
them up in the way they did. I am
thankful that there were persons in the
community and in Parliament who read
the score card far better than the Gov-
ernment did.

I hope I have shown that in the past
12 months the position has improved in
no way, that there is still a desperate
need for beds for profoundly mentally
retarded patients, that the beds at Tre-
siilian are admirable and meet the pur-
pose, that there is no immediate hope of
sufficient additional beds being acquired
and that, if there is, there are people who
are urgently waiting to fill them. Because
the position has not improved and
because we still require the beds, I am
sure the House will agree with my motion.

Mr BERTRAM: I second the motion.

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands—
Premier) [8.23 p.m.): If one sat back with-
out any knowledge of the subject and
heard the member for Victoria Park
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dilate on this matter one would assume
he was so full of wvirtue that his halo
must be hurting.

Mr Davies: That is your typical ap-
proach, is it not?

Sir CHARLES COURT: Just a minute.

Mr Davies: You are snide and try to
deride.

Sir CHARLES CQOURT: Mr Speaker, I
remind the House that we allowed the
member for Victoria Park, with all his
innuendos, to make his speech because I
regard this as a matter which cannot be
treated as a political football in this place.

Opposition members: Hear, hear!

Sir CHARLES COURT: As much as
some people have tried to make capital
out of it, I hope that those days are over
and that we can consider this matter in
its proper perspective,

Mr B. T. Burke: Wait until you try to
shift them again.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Is that a threat?

Mr Skidmore: Of course it's a threat.
It’s a threat to de everything possible to
prevent your doing so,

Sir CHARLES COURT: I think we are
getting a fair reflection of the political
attitude of certain people. Could we con-
sider for a few minutes some very sad
cases of profoundly retarded children and
their parents?

Mr Skidmore: Do not talk to me about
them because I have one in my family.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I want to come
back to the basics as far as this pro-
gramme Is concerned. The member who
spoke for the Opposition on this motion
was a Minister for Health and when we
went into office he would have known
about the programme that was put for-
ward in 1968 and was incorporated in
what, I think, is generally known as the
“little red bock”. Since then techniques
have changed. The hopes of some of these
people have changed. Because of world
expericnce and a lot of dedication by the
departinental officers in our State, it was
decided that there would be a variation in
the form of treatment from that which
was recommended in 1968,

I do not decry in any way what went
forward in 1968 because it is to the credit
of the Minister for Health just before
that time, who happens to be our Speaker
at present, that the greatest breakthrough
in mental health in Australla was gen-
erated. It was a complete change of at-
titude towards mental health. The stigma
was removed from it.

As a matter of basic policy and philo-
sophy, and largely because of the repre-
sentations of the Minister at that time,
the Government grasped the nettle and
rewrote the whole of the mental health
laws of this State. As a result there was
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a completely changed attitude by the com-
munity and by Governments to this very
difficult question, and a tremendous
amount of progress has been made.

I believe that what was incorporated
in that little book in 1968 represented a
tremendous breakthrough in the approach
to treatment and in the approach fto
parents as well as patients., Since then
there has been a change in techniques.
There has been more experience with this
subject and the method of approach has
been changed for the better. I embrace
this new approach to the programme., No
doubt better ones will be perfected with
the passage of time.

I wish to state here and now—and 1
deny anyone the ability to correct me or
to prove me wrong—that when I heard of
the plieht of these people from several
sources, including a deputation from the
Friends of Tresillian at the time and de-
putations from other people involved with
mentally handicapped children as well as
children with other handieaps, I gave in-
structions that a programme was to be
formulated whereby the Government would
be committed to providing residential ac-
commodation of the type that is now ad-
vocated by the experts. It was to be a
definite programme and was to embrace
all the known profoundly retarded chil-
dren who needed accommodation and for
whom accommodation was requested.

Members will know that some parents
will not request and do not desire accom-
modation for their children because, for
their own private reasons, they want to
have the children in their homes. That
is their decision and must always be their
decision and I believe we will have to
make available ever-increasing faecilities
in the home for those families, if that is
their decision, so that some of the burden
can be taken off them.

As members will realise as I proceed
with my remarks, we have built into this
programme, which was sneered at by the
member for Victorla Park, facilitlies to
take care of people who want temporary
accommodation as distinct from those who
want permanent accommodation.

Mr Jamieson: That went back a long
way before your time.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The member for
Victoria Park, who was the Minister—

Mr B. T. Burke: That was in 1981.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Du Opposition
members wish to hear this?

Mr Jamieson: We do, but we want you
to be correct.

Sir CHARLES COQURT: When the mem-
ber for Victoria Park was the Minister
he had no plan of a specific nature to
house the known profoundly rtetarded.
When I received representations from
several groups representing people with
varying degrees of mental retardation, the
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Minister was unable to supply any pro-
gramme from the previous Government
whereby the known profoundly retarded
children could be accommodated. I am
referring to cases which needed accom-
modation, and where accommodation was
requested.

Mr Davies: That was when we were buy-
ing hospitals. What are you talking about?

Sir CHARLES CQURT: The member for
Victoria Park made it very clear to me as
he made it clear to the council that the
accommodation at Tresillian was intended
to be of a temporary nature only. That
was why there was no great Kerfuffle about
the use of Tresillian at the time.

Mr Davies: At the time when we were
buying them all over the place.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I go back to the
point—and the honourable member can-
not get away from it—that he made it
clear Tresilllan was not a suitable place,
and the accommodation was to be tem-
porary until appropriaie alternative ac-
commodation could be obtained. The
member for Victoria Park who was then
the Minister for Health said that; it was
not I who said it.

Out of this Inguiry by me came a total
programme. Members of the House are
no doubt aware of the frustrations of the
Minister for Health when he acquired
Kareeba. The only reasen that Kareeha
was not used for profoundly ratarded chil-
dren was that the local authority pleaded
a town planning requirement which
forbade this place being used as an insti-
tution. Previously it was used as a hos-
pital, but it could not be used as an insti-
tution.

It so happens that exactly the same
town planning technicality—and [ term
it a technicality-—existed in respect of
Tresilllan. The Nedlands City Council,
being more tolerant, allowed the premises
to be used as an instifution. There was
no great upheaval.

Mr B. T. Burke: That is not true. They
protested before one child was shifted to
Tresillian. That is shown in the minutes
of the council.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The fact is that
the children went into Tresillian, and the
council took no action. as it could have
done, to have the use terminated. In the
case of Kareehba the Belmont Shire Council
just forbade the Government the use of
the premijses for that purpose. This Gov-
ernment. being one that has more regard
for Inrecal aguihoritles than the Labor Gov-
ernment. acknowledged the objection
raised by the Belmont Shire Council and
accented the fact that technically it was
right. Those premises will not be used
now to accommodate profoundly retarded
children unless the council changes its
mind. Negotiations are taking place for
Kareeba to be used for another purpose,
and there is considerable interest In these
discussions. In fairness to the council,

1517

the Minister has put a proposal to it and
naturally it will have the first opportunity
to discuss the matter with him. However,
there is other interest in the use of the
place.

Mr Bryce: In fairness to the Belmont
Shire Council I should point out it is pre-
pared to accept these children in its dis-
trict, provided you are able to find a suit-
able place to accommodate them. You
know Kareeba is not suitable.

Sir CHARLES COURT: It is ideally
suitable.

Mr Bryce: It is not.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Why was it
then selected by a2 man who is known to
be the adviser and friend of the parents
oi patients at Tresilllan?

Mr Bryce: I was nol. Some people
stood up at the meeting at Belmont and
said it was not suitable,

Sir CHARLES COURT: Just as the Bel-
mont Shire Council said it was prepared
to have these children accommodated in
its district, the Nedland City Council also
sald it was prepared to accommodate them
in a suitahle place. No-one in his right
mind would say that Tresillian is suitable
on a permanent hasis.

Mr Bryce: A dozen experts have saild
that Tresilllan is very suitable,

Mr Skidmore: The Premier would not
know,

Sir CHARLES COURT: The then Minis-
ter for Health, and now the member for
Victoria Park, made it very clear that the
Tresillian accommodation was intended to
be temporary until alternative appropriate
accommodation was avallable,

We moved on to fulfil our programme,
Karceba being denied to the Minister, he
then had to find alternatives, because he
was givan a directive to endeavour to re-
solve the problem by 1978, and this is not
an easy task to perform. Eventually the
Minister came up with a programme which
I was prepared to endorse, and in endors-
ing it we had to ensure that funds would
be available. The proceeds from the sale
of Kareeba could be transferred into the
stream of this programme, and other
funds would have to be provided, but
whether they be from the State or the
Commonwealth has yet to be determined.

I believe we owe 1t to the parents to
make it clear to them that there will he
relief for their children as well as the
parents themselves.,

Mr Skidmore: The way you went about
this you would have fooled me!

Sir CHARLES COURT: As a result of
this programme it was planned to shifi
the children—18 or thereabeouts In nume.
ber—from Tresillian to Ross Memorial
Hospital together with 14 private emer-
gency cases. With the transfer of the
Tresillian staff it would have been very
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easy to build up quickly the required ad-
ditional stafl. All the 14 emergency cases
could have been absorbed, and the chil-
dren would have been there by now. Under
the new programme that has to be delayed
until a completely new staff and a new
organjsation can he developed at Ross
Memorial to absorb these people.

The member for Victoria Park has asked
that the programme be stated clearly, and
I would like the opportunity to have the
programme recorded in Hansard. So as to
remove any doubt at all in the minds of
the people, on the 20th July with the full
knowledge of the Minister concerned I
addressed a letter to Dr Ellis. There was a
special reason why it was addressed to him;
it was because he had been privy to all
the discussicns and negotiations taking
place, and he was present on the whole of
the day when the discusslons were going
on in respect of the method of handling
the children who were resident at Tre-
sillian. So, this letter was sent to him.

It is desirable to have the document
recorded in Hansard, because it is a com-
mitment from this Government in respect
of the programme. It is a case of recording
a programme that had been worked out
and agreed to long before this.

Mr Skidmore: Was it a good programme?

Sir CHARLES COURT: The letter is as
follows—

I confirm our discussion today when
I outlined to you and to Dr, Guy Ham-
fiton the details of the programme
which the BState Government has
accepted for residential accommoda-
tion for profoundly retarded persons.

The programme we had proposed
and on which the planned movement
from Tresillian to Ross Memorlal was
based, was as follows:—

(1) (a) 18 patlents from Tresillian
to be moved to Ross
Memorial immediately.

(b) 14 emergency cases from
private homes to be moved
to Ross Memorial as soon
as the necessary staff could
be recruited and trained to
supplement the staf to
move from Tresillian,

Mr Skidmore: Would it not have been
better to move other children to Raoss

Memorial and leave the ones at Tresillian
alone?

Sir CHARLES COURT: T shall explain
that. Te continue with the letter—

(2) Children at Princess Margaret
Hospital to be moved to Yokine
by mid-December, 1976, but
possibly a little earlier.

(3) Patients from Scarborough (18)
and Swanbourne (15} to he
moved to Sussex by December,
1977, and possibly earlier.
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The letter setting out the programme
states further—

I was assured by Dr. Hamilton—

He has a speclal role in this matter, He is
very dedicated to this type of child, and
is very much accepted and locked on as a
special adviser by the parents of these
unfortunate children, To continue with the
letter—
—that this would not only take care
of all known profoundly retarded per-
sons not already covered by existing
accommodation, but it would also pro-
vide sufficient beds to cope with short-
term patients who require residential
accommaodation from time to time.

Furthermore, the Mental Health
Services are to negotiate for the
acquisition of an additional residential
Hostel at the appropriate time so as
to be available for the logical flow-on
expected after we have coped with the
known existing cases.

On the current estimate, it is
expected that there could bhe 12-15
additional cases coming up for accom-
modation about that time, and the
acquisition of an additional resi-
dential Hostel would coincide with
this need.

I remind members that the programme
takes care not only of all known pro-
foundly retarded children in need of and
requesting accommodation, hut also the
short-term patients and the build-up
which is expected. The experts tell us
that this could be at the rate of approxi-
mately one per month; that is, allowing
for births and deaths, the net intake will
be about one per month. This is why
there is provision for the acquisition of an
additional hostel to coincide with this final
transfer to BSussex, because we believe
that by that time there will be 12 to 15
additional cases, and the programme does
take care of those. It is not just looking
after those waiting today. Continuing—

In view of the fact that there has
been considerable controversy about
the priority of movement to the dif-
ferent residential Hostels. it is now
proposed that the order of movement
be changed to the following:—

Provided there is an unqualified
assurance from both Mental Health
Services and from the parents of
children at Tresillian that, when
Tresillian’s turnh occurs, the move-
ment will be allowed to take place
without interference or objection by
the parents, and that they would join
with the Government in ensuring that
the change-over takes place on an
orderly and peaceful basis—

1. Ross Memorial:

Swanbourne patients (15) and
emergency cases in private
homes (14) would be trans-
ferred as quickly as a staff



[Wednesday, 4 August, 19761

could be recruited and trained.
It is expected this could be
by about mid-October, 1976.

This is where the breakdown occurs,
because instead of those emergency cases
being dealt with quickly and almost
immediately, they must wait until about
mid-October. I have questioned the need
for this, but I am assured by Dr Ellis that
it will take quite a few weeks to train the
necessary staff so that Ross Memorial can
be self -contained, and supporting from the
grass roots up and have a staff to absorb
the Swanbourne patients and those indi-
vidual emergency cases. To continue—
(2) Princess Margaret (31) would
be transferred to Yokine by
no later than mid-December,
1976, as set out earller in this
letter.

In other words, their transfer is the same,
and I understand there is a reason for
their wanting to transfer thaose 31 as a
complete unit to Yokine. To continue—

(3) Tresillian and Scarborough
patients would be transferred
to Sussex not later than
December, 1997,

The reason the word “later” was incorp-
orated was that It was understood the
building could be finished within 12
months, Fenders have been accepted and
allowing for the delays which occur with
the supply of materiais and maybe some
industrial troubles on the way, it was
deemed desirable to put in December,
1977, instead of September, 1977, To
continue—

The same conditions in
respect of the provision of the
necessary additlonal residen-
tial Hostel to take up accumu-
laQilng numbers, would pre-
vail.

It is to be understood that when the
residential accommodation require-
ments are overtaken by this pro-
gramme, the Mental Health Services
might want to re-locate patlents in
different residential accommodation
to enable them to be more conveni-
ently placed in relation to parents’
residential accommodation, This would
he possible only when there 1s adequate
overall accemmeodation and any re-
arrangement would be the subject of
negotiations with the parents of the
children concerned, and in the
interests of achieving the greatest
convenience for such parents.

I want to make the point here that Dr
Hamilton explained to me that until he
had enough accommeodation for the total
known numbers he had no flexibility in
relocating patients so as to have them in
the location most convenient to their
parents. While there are ad hoc arrange-
ments like those applylng at Tresillian
with some here and some somewhere
else, there could not he a complete plan
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to take the burden of travel off the
parents. For instance, none of the parents
of the children at Tresillian live in Ned-
lands. Some travel tremendous distances,
even from the country.

Mr Jamieson: That is not correct, you
know. You have made that statement a
number of times.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I am going only
on the records given by the Mental Health
Services,

Mr Jamieson: They are not correct
then, or vou should study the records.

Sir CHARLES COURT: In that case 1
will pass on the comments of the Leader
of the Opposition to the department con-
cerned, because it was from that source
I obtained the information,

Mr Jamieson: The first one iniroduced
to me when I went there—and I have not
made a fuss about going there—was one
from your own electorate.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I am telling the
Leader of the Opposition that I will pass
on his comments to the director because
the director assured me thai there were
none from Nedlands in that place,

Mr Jamieson: Be careful.

Mr O'Connor: I was there when he gave
that assurance.

Mr Jamieson: I do nat care what assur-
ance he gave.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Sir CHARLES COURT: 1f the Leader of
the Opposition doubts the word of the
director, that is another matter. I am
telling the Leader of the Opposition what
the Government was told. To continue—

You will appreclate the Govern-
ment cannot agree to thls revised
priority of location unless there is an
unqualified assurance that it will be
accepted and the Mental Health Ser-
vices will be able to implement it
without opposition from parents and
any organisations acting on their
bhehalf.

It will be necessary for me to confer
with the Nedlands City Council about
a deferment of the date by which the
Tresillian premises will be available
to them, but I have already had a
preliminary talk to the Deputy Mayor
and I would be surprised if the
Nedlands Council is not prepared to
co-operate, provided we have obtainzgd
the unqualified assurance now scught,
as part of this total programme to
resalve the residential accommoda-
tlon needs of all profoundly retarded
PErsons.

The letter concluded by saying—

I require advice urgently from you
and from the parents as to whether
this is accepted so that I can give the
necessary instructions.



1520

Dr Ellis replied—

Mr Jamieson: Would you table that
letter when you have finished?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I would ke only
too pleased to do so. Copies have been
made available to all parents and the
Press. In fact, I understand coples were
freely available to all who requested them.
Dr Ellis replied as follows—

I have received your letter of even
date and confirm that the change In
pricrity of movement to the different
residential Hostels, as outlined, 1s ac-
ceptable to the Mental Health
Services,

It is also understood that when the
present accommodation requirements
have been fulfllled by this revised
programme the Mental Health Ser-
vices, after consultation with the
respective  parents, may re-locate
residents in more convenient areas.

The proposed scheme is quite ac-
ceptable to the Mental Health Ser-
vices, and c¢an be implemented as
indicated in your time-table.

The parents who were present, represent-
ing the body of.parents—five parents from
four families—have sald—

With reference to yvour letter dated
20th July, 1976, addressed to Dr. A, 8.
Ellis, Director of Mental Health Ser-
vices, copy of which is attached, we
confirm that we accept the proposal
set out in your letfier and, so far as
we are able, we also accept it on
behalf of the other parents of child-
ren resident at Tresillian Hostel.

We shall now take the -earliest
opportunity to present the details to
all the parents, and willl use our best
endeavours to obtain their individual
cancurrence which we helfeve can be
anticipated, but you will appreciate
we cannot sign individually for them.

Those five parents each signed the docu-
ment.

Without wanting to delay the matter
unduly, I wish to refer to the events of
the 20th July which have heen, of course,
very conveniently distorted in many re-
spects and it was perhaps unfortunate that
the four Liberal members concerned did
not personally talk to me on the day about
what was going on.

I want to say that Dr Ellis was present
all day, as he was on s¢ tmany other occa-
sions, including the publie inspection of
Ross Memorial, and at other times.

Mr Skidmore: Does this make it all
right?

Sir CHARLES COURT: He would be
privy to everything discussed by me not
only with him, hut also with the Ministers,
and he would know also that this alter-
native suggestion had been very clearly
established. In fact, while some of my
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colleagues were at a Cabinet luncheon, he
and I worked cut the whole of the details
as to how it would operate.

I remind members, in case they over-
looked this—and the member for Boulder-
Dundas will realise its significance—that
at just ahout that time I was contacted
to say that the solicitor acting for the
father of one of the children—in fact he
subsequently was a signatory to the letter
I just read—was seeking an injunction,
and his solicitor wanted to go before
Justice Wallace that afterncoon.

There was nothing secret about this;
it became public knowledge when the in-
junction was sought. In fact, they wanted
to know from me where to contact Dr
Ellis. I told them they could not miss him
because I would keep him with me until
they arrived in order to facilitate matters
for the parents. They duly arrived and
went through the necessary legal formali-
ties of serving notice on Dr Ellis as the
Director of Mental Health Services, and
from that moment onwards the matter be-
came purely a legal process. T would not
be precise as to what time it went hefore
Justice Wallace, but it would have been
fairly late in the afternoon.

It will be appreciated by members that
it would have been quite wrong and quite
improper had we talked to the parents,
one of whom was seeking the injunction,
until the matter was heard by Justice
Wallace. We had been told by the sol-
icitor representing the man who sought
to take aut the injunctinn that the matter
would be dealt with quickly that afternoon.

In the light of that, we refrained from
any contact with the parents until we got
an answer late that afternogn. I would
not be precise as to the exact time, but it
was fairly late when we were told that the
injunction had heen refused. Therefore,
no longer was there any legal impediment
to discussions taking place.

I want to conclude by referring to the
meeting which took place and this was
arranged by Dr Hamilton at the request of
Dr Ellis. The five parents representing
four families said they had the authority
to speak on behalf of 21l parents. I told
them what had been worked out as an
alternative basis and they expressed great
satisfaction.

I have been accused of applying pres-
sure, which is quite wrong. I am sick and
tired of it being quoted that I applied
pressure. I told those present that I in-
tended to leave the room with Dr Ellis so
that the parents, along with their adviser,
Dr Guy Hamilton—for whom they have
great affection and great respect—could
discuss the position privately. I told them
it did not matter what they had said to
me: I wanted them to talk the matter over
with Dr Hamilton, and that they did. Only
then did we get down to preparing the
documents I have read tonight.
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I emphasise, again, we then prepared
together the document they signed. I do
not want anyone to suggest that we had a
piece of paper which we shoved under the
noses of those people saying, “Sign here”.
It was not done like that, as the parents
will verify, as Dr Ellis will verify, and as
Dr Hamilton will verify.

In view of the comments made by the
member for Victoria Park about Dr Ellis,
I would like to quote from The West Aus-
traliun of Thursday, the 22nd July, 1976.
The article was published while I was
in the country. It is not very often that
a public servant takes this type of action
but I thought it was very generous of Dr
Ellis to try to put the matter into its
proper perspective. The following is what
he said, entirely on his own Initiative,
The article reads—

Dr A. S. Ellis, Director of Mental
Health Services, said that it could
be about three months before any
patients were moved Into the Ross
Memorial Hospital, at Forrestfield.

It would take that time to engage
and specially train the required staff
of eight general ftrained nurses re-
quix;ed and 30 nursing aides and assis-
tants.

Members will know that the staff ratios
are very high. It takes 44 staff to run
the Tresillian Hostel for 18 patients. To
continue the article—

The Premier, Sir Charles Court, had
been frequently misrepresented t0 some
extent over the Tresillian issue, Dr
Ellis said.

8ir Charles had got a grasp of the
situation rapidiy and clearly.

“I think he has been very good,” Dr
Ellis said.

“And I also think parents of Tresil-
lian patients would agree after spend-
ing time with the Premier on Tuesday.

“He has shown a lot of compassion
in this issue.”

The article continues with details of the
staff. I think those comments put the
matter into its proper perspective because
the fact is that this Government is the
first Government to commit itself to a
specific programme—a specific programme
of residential accommodation as recom-
mended by the experts. The programme
has not been trumped up by a Minister
or a Premier, or some administrative de-
partmental officer, but by the experts.
I believe when one looks at this—and I
hope members will study the letters I have
quoted, both in Hansard and from the
Table of the House-—it will be realised
that for the first time we have a pro-
gramme which will eventually take care
of all known cases.

I believe our programme is an extension
of a very wonderful programme started
in connection with Mental Health Services
by the then Minister for Health some years

s2)
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8go, who {s now our Speaker. I imagine
he would regard this as one of his greatest
works as a Minister.

8o, I propose to move an amendment.

Amendment to Motion
I move an amendment—

Delete all words after the word
“that” in line one with a view to sub-
stituting the following words—

in the opinion of this House, the
programme announced by the
Government to provide residential
type accommodation for all known
profoundly retarded children is to
be commended, especially as it is
the first time a Government has
committed itself to an overall
specific programme to provide
such accommodation where needed
and reqguested.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr

Mclver.

The letters were placed on the Table of
the House,

UNEMPLOYMENT AND THE
ECONOMY

Wuant of Confidence in Government:
Motion

MR JAMIESON (Welshpool—Leader of
the Opposition) [8.58 p.m.1: I move—
In the opinlon of this House,
because:

(a} the Premier has presided over
the highest inflation In Aus-
tralia, despite his election
assurance that inflation could
be beaten to a substantial
degree State by State;

(b) unemployment has increased
by 180 per cent since the
Premler came into office, des-
pite his assurances that he
could solve the problem;

{c) the Government has actively
approved and promoted a
system of so-called new Fed-
eralism which will lead to
major cut-backs in necessary
public works and community
services, with a consequent
rise in unemployment, and
the imposition of a second
Income tax on Western Aus-
tralians;

(d)} there have been unprece-
- dented increases in an unpre-
cedented number of taxes and
charges,

the Government no longer has the

confidence of this House.
In taking this action I realise that a no
confidence motlon is the most serlous step
which can be taken against a Government.
However, I helieve this step is very neces-
sary at the present time. The Opposition
has not launched this matter lightly; 1t
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has given considerable thought to it. We
move this no confidence motion because
the performance of the Court Government,
both with regard to economics and finance,
has been so bad 1t is clear the Government
is no longer fit to hold office.

Mr Bryce: It has caused a first-class
mess,

Mr JAMIESON: Every person in the
State has been adversely affected by the
Court Government's economic and finan-
clal policy. Every person in the State Is
worse off now than he or she was before
the Court Government took office.

Under the present Government, prices in
this State have risen faster than in any
other State. Unemployment has sky-
rocketed. A crushing burden of increases
in State taxes and charges has been im-
posed on the people. The State has will-
ingly agreed to a new system of Federal-
State financial relations which only the
most daring confidence trickster would try
to feoist on a victim.

Early in 1974 two books were published.
One of them was Liberal Policy 1974-1877
by Sir Charles Court, and the other was
The Sting by Robert Whittaker. Both books
were similar in that they dealt with con-
fidence tricks, One was very entertaining
for the people of Western Australla and,
no doubt, for milllons of people through-
out the world; but the other proved to be
a tragedy for the people of Western Aus-
tralia. A system which will lead to double
taxation and more unemployment causes
much concern to many people.

The Liberal Party promised to *“put
things right”. Iis performance has put
things right up! That 1s the score.

ﬁMr Clarko: And you are putting us right
Ofl. .

Mr Bryce: We will put you right out
next March.

Mr B. T. Burke: We will say, “Ta-ta”,
to the member for Karrinyup.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr JAMIESON: The Government's per-
formance has fallen far short of what was
desired by the ordinary people of Western
Australiza and we can no longer afford a
Court Government,

Opposition members: Hear, hear!

Sir Charles Court: We have heard it all
before,

Mr JAMIESON: There are many reasons
why the Court Government 1s no longer fit
to hold office but one of the most Import-
ant 1s its lamentable record on inflation.
In his policy speech before the last election
the Premier sald—

Inflation can be beaten to a sub-
stantial degree State by State. The
answer to inflation on the home front
is to get back to good government In
Western Australia.
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The Premier described his policy speech
as an Iimaginative document. It was
imaginative all right: it was a figment of
his imagination. I think it was the pro-
duct of & deranged imagination, if it was
the product of anything, and in the light
of the Government's performance it is
quite clear the Premier only imagined he
could beat inflation in Western Australia;
that is for sure,

Mr Bryce: What a tragedy for the west-
ern world!

Mr JAMIESON: What he called imagin-
ary I would prefer to call illusory, he-
cause that is what it has proved to be.
It has been proved that the Liberal Party,
which set itself up as knowing something
about economic management, did not have
& clue about the subject. The Liberal
Party was being convinced by its leader at
the time that it could take certain actions
to control inflation and unemployment,
but it could not. The Premier has done
nothing of the sort since he has been in
Government.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Tell us about the ex-
pediter,

Mr Bertram: He is the chairman of the
jobs for the boys committee.

Mr JAMIESON: When the Court Gov-
ernment took office in March, 1974, West-
ern Australia had the lowest inflation rate
in Australia; it now has the highest in-
flation rate.

Opposition members: Shame! Shame!
Sir Charles Court: It does not.
M JAMIESON: It is worth repeating.

Sir Charles Court: It does not. You have
not got your figures right.

Mr JAMIESON: We will give the figures.

Mr Bryce: Not your “funny money”
figures.

Mr JAMIESON: In the three years prior
to March, 1974—the years of the Tonkin
Government’s administration—prices in
Western Australia rose by 23.8 per cent
as measured in the Consumer Price Index.
In the same period the average increase
in prices across Australia was 28.8 per cent.
So during the Tonkin Government’s ad-
ministration prices in Western Australia
rose by 4.8 per cent less than the national
average. Let us have a look at the figures
since March, 1974,

Mr Sodeman: What was the comparable
Budget balance at the time?

Mr JAMIESON: What a nonsensical
comment!

Mr Bryce: Send him back to the Pilbara.

Mr JAMIESON: Let us make & com-
pariscn, In the 2} years between March,
1974, and June, 1976—the years of the
Court Government's administration—
prices in Western Australia rose by 412
per cent, and in the same period the aver-
age increase in prices across Australia was
36.7 per cent.
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Mr A. R. Tonkin: What a record!

Mr JAMIESON: So during the Court
Government’s term prices in Western Aus-
tralia have risen by 4.5 per cent more
than the national average. The Court Gov-
ernment was going to put things right and
turn the corner with all the wordly things
the Premier promised. Yet desplte this
appalling turn in the State’s fortunes
since the Tonkin Government left office,
the Premier could stand up in this House
on the 30th March, only a few months
ago, and say—

We have managed to achieve a state
of economic prosperity better than
any other State.

Sir Charles Court: That is right.

Mr JAMIESON: The Premier described
as '"‘absolute gall” a statement I made re-
cently. It is sheer unadulterated gall to
make a statement such as the one I have
Just quoted. In the same speech the Pre-
mier claimed—

This Is the policy of the present
Government to build up confidence
and to make the State economically
stable and prosperous, It is a policy
that is succeeding.

It is a peculiar policy. When we examine
the flgures against the performance, we
find it is & policy which 1s succeeding so
well that we have the worst inflation in
Australia. Our economy cannot be stable
zvh%}e we have the worst inflation in Aus-
ralia.

Mr Sodeman: Established and fostered
by the recent Federal Labor Government.

Mr JAMIESON: We are getting back to
that, are we?

Mr Sodeman: We might as well.
true,

Mr JAMIESON: It will still be true in
& dozen years’ time when the Liberal
Party runs out of reasons for blaming
Doug Anthony for its problems. Inflation
is running at a higher rate than in any
other Btate. Therefore there must he
something wrong with the Government’s
administration.

Mr Clarko: We were subject to 2 Lahor
Government in Canberra.

Mr JAMIESON: All the other States
were subject to the Labor Government.

Mr Clarko: You are saying it 1s bad
management to have a high inflation rate
here now, but it was not when Labor was
in government in Canberra.

Mr JAMIESON: I am comparing infla-
tlon State by State. There are Labor and
Liberal Governments in the varlous States
and Western Australia is still running at
the highest rate of inflation. It 1s of no use
the member for EKarrinyup making so
much nolse in regard to something he
knows nothing sbout when he is not pre-
pared to have a proper look at it.

It is

1523

The policy the Premler put forward is
succeeding so well in building up confi-
dence that the Perth Chamber of Com-
merce had a few words to say about it
recently. It said the business outlook for
the rest of the year 15 grim. This is subject
to the chamber’s assessment, and we will
go further into that. The chamber’s June
survey of Western Australian figures gave
a clear indication of the business cutlook,
and a report in The West Australian last
Wednesday stated—

The optimistic outlook for a slow
recovery, forecast in the March quar-
ter survey, Is not borne out by the
latest quarter’s results, the chamber
said,

Lack of orders is the main con-
straint on business activity.

The report goes on to say—

In analysing the survey results, the
chamber's economic affairs committee
assesses the outlook for the remainder
of the year as grim.

The Chamber of Commerce has made its
own assesstnent. It does not need the
Labor Party, the Idberal Party, or the
National Country Party to tell it what the
outlook is, The chamber has made a clear
statement that on its analysis the State
is not on & very good plane.

It is no wonder the outlook is grim. In
the June quarter national infiation was
falllng but in Western Australia, under
the Court Government, it was going up.

Mr Bryce: Quickening, in fact.

Mr Grayden: You are talking ahout
catch-up inflation—I1t is still lower here
than in the other States.

Mr JAMIESON: I am not sure what
sort of “ketchup” the Minister uses, but it
must be good!

Mr Grayden: We have all this inflation
you are talking about and still we have
lower prices.

Mr JAMIESON: Between the end of
March and the end of June this year—

Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of
the Opposition.

Mr JAMIESON: I will start again.

Mr Clarko: Back to the top of page 3!

Mr JAMIESON: No, the honourable
member is wrong.

Mr Clarko: Oh, page 4, is it?

Mr JAMIESON: I am giving fizures and
facts.

Mr Sodeman: Figures, but not facts.

Mr JAMIESON: If I give a month and
a figure, that is a fact.

Several members Interjected.
The SPEAKER: QOrder!

Mr JAMTIESON: Between March and the
end of June the national inflation rate,
according to the Consumer Price Index,
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dropped from 3 per cent to 2.5 per cent.
However, iIn Western Australia it increased
again from 3.3 per cent to 3.4 per cent. In
the other States Inflation has gone down
but our inflatlon rate is going up. In
other words, in. the rest of Australla in-
flation is on the wane but in Western Aus-
tralia it is becoming worse.

These figures indicate clearly what we
have been saying for a long time—infia-
tion cannot be cured State by State. How-
ever, a State Government at least should
be able to level it out far better than has
been done in this State. The Premier has
not given an explanation for his failure
to beat inflation State by State; and he
has not given that explanation because
he cannot. He should have realised in the
first place that had he tried to solve infla-
tion in this State while there was galloping
inflation In the other States, then of
course the forces of the other States would
move in here and he would be tryving to
offset their problems as well.

Mr Clarko: You yourself sald you should
not do anything about inflation.

Mr JAMIESON: I did not. The member
for Karrinyup should quote me correctly.

Mr Clarko: You said that.

Mr JAMIESON: No I did not. It was the
honourable member’s deputy leader who
said that.

Mr Clarko: You said to let it run.

Mr JAMIESON: The Deputy Leader of
the Liberal Party was “quoting” from a
press article when he commented that I
said, “Let it rip”. I challenged him on this
matter, and he was never able to show
that I had used those words. What I said
was that we had to go along with inflation
and we had to take whatever action we
could to minimise its effect. The honour-
able member should look through Hansard.

Mr Clarko: No, you said we had to let
inflation run its course.

Mr JAMIESON: That is right—1I said we
had to run along with it. At no time did
I say, "Let it rip. That 1s what the
Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party said.

Mr Clarko: You referred to Brazil with
its inflation rate of 900 per cent and you
guoted Chile and Argentina.

Mr JAMIESON: That is right. The
honourable member has a marvellous
memory—I hope he can remember how
many votes he received at the last election.

Mr Clarko: I won't have to—Iit will be
more next year.

Mr JAMIESON: The Premier has not
given an explanation for all this. As I
point out, he eannot give an explanation.

Mr Sibson: What is your explanation?

The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of
the Opposition.

Mr JAMIESON: The Premier tried to
blame all the {ils of the State on the
Whitlam Government,
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Sir Charles Court:
explanation,

Mr JAMIESON: On any cccasion that he
has not blamed the Whitlam Government,
he has bPlamed the unions for their wage
demands. Latterly, of course, Doug
Anthony has been blamed for everything
and he looks like being blamed for a long
time. Inflation factors affect all parts of
Australia equally and therefore there is
no explanation as to why Western Aust-
ralia should suffer more than any other
State of Australia.

Mr Sodeman: How does Australia’s

hourly rate compare with other countries
in the world?

Mr JAMIESON: It might surprise the
honourable member to know that we have
a very hieh rate of production.

Mr Sodeman: I am not talking about
production; I am talking about the hourly
rate earned by workers.

Mr Hartrey: It is not as high as in
Uganda.

Mr JAMIESON: I do not have those
figures at my dispesal at the moment.

Mr Bryce: He is talking about the rate
of profit.

Mr JAMIESON: I should imagine that a
person who bhoasted around Hedland to
being a millionaire by the time he is 35
would not be feeling toc well now when
he has gone beyond that stage and the
last $1 million lottery has been drawn.

Mr Sodeman: Why not talk about people
we know about.

Mr JAMIESQON: One of the reasons for
the inflation rate in Western Australia is
the savage increases in taxes and charges
imposed by the Court Government.

Sir Charles Court: I hope you will list
these.

Mr JAMIESON: There have been unpre-
cedented increases in an unprecedented .
number of taxes and charges.

Mr Sibson: List them.

Mr JAMIESON: I will do this, These
inereases cccurred despite a whole section
headed “Curbing rates, taxes and charges”
in the policy speech of the Liberal Party
at the last electlon. Inecldentally, when
this new book was produced—

Mr Sibson: Do you have figures of the
other States for comparison?

Mr JAMIESON: —at $11 a copy—

Mr Clarko: We put page numbers on it.

Mr JAMIESON: Yes, page numbers were
used. ]

Mr Clarko: Do you appreciate that?

Mr JAMIESON: That is the only ad-
vantage we found in it—we are able to
refer to articles much more readily than
hitherto.

Many of the increases were much greater
than inereases needed to keep up with the
inflation rate. Therefore, the increases

You will get an
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themselves must have been inflationary.
Let us remember that during the reign
of the Court Government the inflation rate
overall in Western Australia has been 41.2
per cent. We will now look at a few in-
creases in State taxes imposed by this
Government, bearing in mind the inflation
rate, and members will see that that rate
is not quite as high as these increases.

Metropoliten water rates have been in-
creased three times, and the total increase
has been 60.3 per cent. Excess water rates
were increased three times for a total in-
crease ¢f 1114 per cent.

Sir Charles Court: Still lower than the
rates in Melbourne and Sydney.

Mr JAMIESON: BSewerage rates were
increased three times for a total increase
of 95.2 per cent. If anyone wondered about
the Bill on the notice paper to amend the
Country Towns Sewerage Act, one need
wonder no longer. That Act provides for
a maximum of 15¢ in the dollar at pre-
sent, and I do not think that rate will
apply for much longer.

Mr Clarko: Did not the Tonkin Govern-
ment put up hospital charges 100 per cent
overnight? Hospital charges were doubled.

Mr JAMIESON: I suppose the Tonkin
Government put up hospital charges from
$2 to $4 a day and I will deal with that in
a moment. Electricity charges were in-
creased three times for s total increase
of 66.5 per cent.

Mr T. H. Jones: Plus the levy!

Mr JAMIESON: Yes, there is now a
fixed charge of $2.04 for each meter.

Mr T. H. Jones: That is a few milllon
dollarst

Mr JAMIESON: Drivers’ licence fees
were increased by 66.6 per cent. Only one
other State in the whole of Australia put
up drivers’ licence fees to this extent and
that was when our Premier’s friend in
Queensland put them up 500 per cent.
Queensland had no charge before and its
Premier brought In a $5 fee for drivers’
licences.

Mr Young: Some of your increases were
up to 300 per cent.

Mr JAMIESON: Ours were nowhere
near as rugged as those imposed by the
Court Government.

Mr O’Connor: South Australia had two
increases.

Mr JAMIESON: That State may have
had some increases, but nothing like the
vicious Increases we have seen here.

Motor vehicle registration fees were in-
creased by 65 per cent, and then of course
the Government added a recording fee.

Mr Bryce: And no concession for pen-
sioners.

Mr JAMIESON: A recording fee of $4
was imposed.

Mr Sodeman: Can you vouch for these
figures?
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Mr JAMIESON: Yes, I can vouch for
them.

Mr Sodeman: Did you prepare them?

Mr JAMIESON: They were prepared
for me. Surely the honourable member
does not think I do all my work. I notice
that he uses the services of the librarian
and other people, as well as the typist
probably employed in the office conveni-
ently placed for the people of Port Hed-
land—opposite Parliament House.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr JAMIESON: Someone mentioned
hospital fees and I would like to point
out that since the Court Government came
to power hospital fees have increased 100
per cent.

Mr Clarko: You put them up 100 per
cent in one day—we took 2% years. The
inflation rate then was a quarter of what
it is now.

Mr JAMIESON: We put them up once
over the same perlod of time. If we put
them up 100 per cent during our term of
office, the effect of the increase was a lot
less than a 100 per cent increase now.

Mr Clarko: We are talking about it in
real terms.

Mr RBertram: Go back to sleep.

Mr Clarko: Hello! Grumpy has woken
up again.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr JAMIESON: With figures like those,
is it any wonder that we have the worst
rate of inflation in Australia? Compared
with the Court Government, Ned Kelly
was slightly naughty, and the robber
barons were merely sporting men. In
Western Australia the ‘‘taxus rangers”
ride again. We had this position once
befare in the days of the McLarty Govern-
ment. I still recall seeing the cartoons of
the ‘"taxus rangers” riding, and they have
been certainly riding again in this State
and no-one is ahle to curb them,

The Premier has claimed—as he always
does—that wage demands are responslble
for increases, and that the lnereases have
not kept up with wage increases. In
particular, on the 25th July he sald that
as a matter of Government pollcy to mini-
mise the burden on the public, the taxes
and charges increases have not kept pace
with constant and high wage demands. If
that is the case, the Premijer should in-
form his Ministers of that policy, because
they have not heen observing it.

Between March, 1974, and mid-July of
this year, the weighted average minimum
weekly wage for males in Western Aus-
tralia increased hy 62.1 per cent, and I
have already quoted a number of cases in
which taxes and charges have increased by
more than that. To repeat but a few, ex-
cess water charges Increased by 111.4 per
cent, sewerage rates by 95.2 per cent, and
hospltal fees by 100 per cent.
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We might well now look at some other
features with which we are not happy.
Despite the huge increases In State taxes
and charges, the Court Govenment has not
quite finished. It has yet another means
of digging further into the taxpayer's
pocket. It has willingly agreed to what is
referred to as the new system of Federal-
State financial arrangements which will,
of course, inevitably lead to the imposition
of a second Income tax.

Mr Young: Rubbish!

Mr JAMIESON: The member for Scar-
borough should know about that because
he mixes with it so often.

Mr Young: You people have learnt
something since Wran pulled the wool over
the eyes of the New South Wales electors.

Mr JAMIESON: No, we did not have to
learn from him; we were saying this last
yvear before Mr Wran presented his policy
speech.

Mr Young: ¥ou can fool some of the
people some of the time.

Mr JAMIESON: Mr Speaker, you can
bet your life that when the new income
tax can be charged in this State, Western
Australians will have to pay it; and If the
member for Scarborough would like to put
his seat on the line in respect of this issue,
I would like to see him do so, because as
a result of the present policy as sure as
I am standing here a tax will have to he
charged in each State to provide the
amenities that are not being provided from
Commonwealth funding. If a State llke New
South Wales has to charge X per cent
income tax, then & lesser State like West-
ern Australia will have to charge X-plus
per cent,

Mr Young: And you call that double
taxatlon.

Mr JAMIESON: Of course 1t is double
taxation; 1t is certainly not single taxa-
tion, This 1s a taxation which will be
applied individually in each State, and it
will vary from State to State.

Mr Clarko: Labor Governments clearly
need more tax than Liberal Governments
because they offer more.

Mr JAMIESON: Labor Governments
have never been distinctly light taxers.

Mr Clarko: Thelr taxes are always
heavier; that is the result of their system.

Mr JAMIESON: I am not arguing about
that. I am arguing the matter of saying
in a policy statement that one line of
action will be taken, and then taking
another line of action, The Premier was
one of the architects of this so-called new
federalism, and he has heen very silent
about it because he put himself in deeply
when he hailed it as a wonderful new deal
for the Btates, and in fact it 15 quite a
crooked deal. It is not right that the
Premler should be associated with a new
deal which will do damage to this State.
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On the 12th April, just after the Prem-
fers’ Conference in April, the Premlier was
quoted by The West Australian as having
said that he was satisfled Western Aus-
tralia could not become worse off under
the new system. How very wrong he was,
Under the new system Western Australia
will get more responsibility, less money,
and more unemployment.

Sir Charles Court: We get more Con-
solidated Revenue money.

Mr JAMIESON: Let us examine that.
In 1975-76 Western Australia received $363
milion from the Commonwealth in fingn-
cial assistance grants. To keep pace with
the rate of inflation, we need to get an
extra $49 milllon In 1976-77. In fact, in
1976-77 we will receive about $85 milllon
extra, about $36 millilon more than is neces-
sary to keep pace with inflation. However—
and there is always a “however” with
these new systems—this will he swallowed
vp without trace by the huge cut-backs in
Commonwezalth loan funds and specific
purnose grants. We do not know the full
extent of these funds yet, and we will not
know them until after the Federal Bud-
get is intreduced on the 17th of this
month. TUnder the new federalism sys-
tem, our increase in loan funds is a mere
5 per cenit: hut the genersl rate of in-
flation In this State is well over 13 per
cent,

Sir Charles Court: I don't want to In-
terrupt you, but loan funds have nothing
to do with this tax sharing.

Mr JAMIESON: We are not talking
about that; we are talking about the new
federalism, and I am pointing out that
our increase in loan funds for the
finanelal year is a mere 5 per cent under
the new federalism deal.

Sir Charles Court: No it isn't.

Mr JAMIESON: Of course it is because
the overall amount of money that the
Government is able to spend in all sorts of
flelds—whether it be by loan funding or
other funding—Is lmited to the total
capacity, and we are about to examine
the total capacity.

Mr Watt: What is the percentage in-
crease for general revenue; is it 20.8 per
cent?

Mr JAMIESON: Yes.

Mr Watt: I do not think you can take
it in isolated pleces; you have to take
it all together.

Mr JAMIESON: We will. In terms of
real money for vital public works such
as schools and hospitals, Western Aus-
traliag. this year has had its amount re-
duced. Therefore, if the Court Govern-
ment is to maintain the level of public
works spending it must take funds from
financlal assistance grants; but if it does
this public servants will have to be sacked
and community services curtafled.
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We will not really know until after
the Federal Budget is introduced what
the cuts under the new federalism deal
will mean as far as specific purpose grants
and loans are concerned, but we know
there will be many cuts—that is for sure.
The Fraser Government has promised this.
We know that the Federal Government
can produce only two Budgets because a
Senate election is due before its third
Budget would normally be presented.
Therefore, one of those Budgets has to
be a had Budget and, as is the norm, the
Budget before the election will be the
better one.

The Premiler has salready admifted the
severe impact of the cuts in loan alloca-
tlons. On the 11th June, after the Pre-
miers’ Conference, the Premier is reported
as having described the capital loan allo-
cation as *“a shocker”, and he said: "It
would lead to the most severe cuts in
capital works since the depression.” But
we have all this muttering about it not
affecting anything.

Sir Charles Court: It is not affecting
anything.

Mr JAMIESON: The Premier talks
about finance sharing, but he has to take
into account the overall accounting. It
is in this area that some of the back
bench members opposite seem to have a
greater appreciation of the problem than
does the Premier. On the 12th June the
Premier said-—

More unemployment is inevitable in
Western Australla because of Federal
Government cuts in loan funds.

8ir Charles Court: They are the facts of
life about loan funds.

Mr JAMIESON: The Premier Is starting
to admit to the disaster of this new fed-
eralism.

Sir Charles Court: No I do not.

Mr JAMIESON: If he does not now, he
will before very long because he is going
to get hit right between the eyes as soon
as he finds out what it means.

Mr Rushton: Just because you cannot
understand it!

Mr JAMIESON: Of course, the great
“Messiah” understands 1t. The Premier
apparently has no shame sbout the role
he has played In drafting and promoting
this system; from what he sald tonight,
it looks as though he still supports it.

Sir Charles Court: I will say 1 do,
because we get more than we ever did
under the old system.

Mr JAMIESON: The overall result of the
new federallsm and this wonderful new
deal for the States—which I intend to
examine in closer detail—is that they will
receive this financial year an additional
9 per cent or 10 per cent of Federal funds
at a time when inflation is running at
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13 per cent or more. At the same time,
due to this new deal, the Government has
the responsibllity to carry out more
tasks than jt did before.

The Court Government's enthusiasm for
the acceptance of this new federalism
means that Western Australians will have
to pay a second Income tax in addition
to the income tax they are already paying
to the Federal Government. The Federal
Treasury knows and accepts this. The
Sydney Morning Herald obtained a copy
of a Treasury document given to the
Federal Cabinet which related to new
federallsm, and the following statement
was published in that newspaper on the
23rd April—

Treasury assessment is that the
States will have to use their income
tax surcharge option to simply main-
tain their existing revenue growth
rates.

At least the Sydney Morning Herald has
been reasonably honest In its assessment
of the situation.

The increased unemployment, which wiil
be the inevitable consequence of new fed-
eralism, will have a disastrous impact in
Western Australia because the State
already s suifering from a very high rate
of unemployment—in fact, it is the high-
est in the State’s history. When we were in
office, we recelved a lot of flak ahout the
high rate of unemployment, and what
steps should be taken to rectify the situ-
atton. But thers have never been more
people unemployed In Western Australla
than there are today.

Mr Clarko: There have never been more
people In Westernt Australla, either.

Mr JAMIESON: Of course there have
not; I will get down to percentages for the
benefit of the member for Karrinyup.

Mr Clarko: On a2 month-by-month basis
for the last year?

Mr JAMIESON: Let us have a look at
the figures.

Mr Clarko: You will just choose the
figures which suit your argument.

Mr JAMIESON: I will choose the figures
which are appropriate to my argument. In
June there were 21103 Western Aust-
ralians, representing 4.2 per cent of the
State's work force, who wanted a job and
did not have one.

This means that thousands of families
throughout the State are going through
serious economic difficulties which should
not have been forced upon them. They
should not be suffering the humillation of
unemployment and all the problems
assoclated with it. This applies particularly
to the group of young people between the
16 and 23-year age group. They are being
put in en awkward situation of not know-
ing where to go because they have never
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had & real job, and they will never get
-over the disadvantages of being unem-
‘ployed for the rest of thelr working lives.

Mr Clarko: Thanks to Federal Labor.

Mr JAMIESON: We are always hearing
about the Federal Labor Government. At
least that Government tried to do some-
thing about the problem; it had some sort
of a scheme going. This Government is
not prepared to try anything,

Mr Grayden: Do you realise we have
the best unemployment figures of all
States?

Mr JAMIESON: I will say we have—the
highest!

Mr Grayden: We have the lowest per-
centage.

Mr JAMIESON: No, we have not.

Mr Grayden: You just wait until you
have been given the figures.

Mr JAMIESON: I have the figures here.
When the Tonkin Government left office in
March, 1974, 7527 people, or 1.62 per cent
of the then work force were registered as
unemployed. The figure is now 4.02 per
cent of the work force, which represents
an increase in unemployed of 180 per cent
since the Premier took office.

Mr Grayden: That is not so. Are you
taking into aceount seasonal adjustment?

Mr JAMIESON: If the figures were
seasonally adjusted it would make the
position even worse.

Mr Grayden: That is absolutely false.

Mr JAMIESON: In the last 20 months,
an average of 20000 people have been
unemployed in this State each month.
That is nothing of which the Premler
should be proud. This situation has
occurred under a Premler who, as Leader
of the Opposition on the 16th August, 1972,
boasted in this House as follows—

If given the opportunity to perform,
we will sclve the problem.
When asked how long it would take, he
replied—
Within six months of getting back
into office . . .

Sir Charles Court: That was in August,
1972, was it not?

Mr JAMIESON:
when it was.

8ir Charles Court: Yes it does, because
at that time there was a Government in
Canberra which was prepared to be co-
operative.

Mr JAMIESON: What sort of GQovern-
ment do we have in Canberra now?

Sir Charles Court: A Governmeni that
is trying to sort out three years of Labor
mess.

Mr Sodeman: A Government which the
Australian people prefer.

It does not matter
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Mr JAMIESON: The Premier cannot
dodge the responsibility he has for solving
this problem. These quotes are worth
mt;.éﬂng. In the same speech, the Premiler
safld—

In my opinion it is the responsibility
of a Government to provide oppor-
tunities for the work force. It is
drafted to do that job when it is
elected. This is a State responsibility.

The FPremier did not say that McMahon
or Whitlam or Fraser were doing wrong;
he said that it was a State responsibility.
The Premier should either live up to what
he says or not make such statements in
this place.

Mr Grayden: Western Austiralia had the
lowest unemployment percentage for eight
of the 12 months and the second lowest
for the other four months. We have the
best record of any State.

Mr JAMIESON: The number of people
registered as unemployed in Western Aus-
tralia when the now Premier made that
speech was 12 846, or 2.99 per cent of the
work force.

Mr Grayden: You cannot argue against
the figures.

Mr JAMIESON: I am giving the figures
to the Minister for Lahour and Industry;
it is no use his argulng ageinst them
merely because he cannot face up to the
situation. The present number of unem-
pPloyed in Western Australia represents
4.02 per cent of the wark force. How the
Minister for Labour and Industry can re-
concile the two figures and say we are
bhetter off now than we were before, I do
not know.

Obviously, the Minister went to some
quaint school where they were able to
make two and two equal five. However, I
was not fortunate enough to be able to
attend a school of that nature when 1
received my eduecation.

Mr Bertiram: The Minister should just
keep quilet like he did during the Liguor
Bill debate.

Mr JAMIESON: The Premier has never
really been serious about living up to the
proud hoasts he made about solving un-
employment. If he had been serious, I am
sure he would have implemented some
schemes to overcome the unemployment
problem.

As a matter of fact, when the Whitlam
Government introduced the Reglonal Em-
ployment Development scheme to help
overcome unemployment, the Premier's
response was to consider joining in a legal
challenge to 1it.

Mr Clarko: It was a rotten scheme
which falsified unemployment figures.

Mr JAMIESON: The Premier tried to
sabotage the scheme, The scheme may
have had its faults,

Mr Young: One could say that!
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Mr JAMIESON: However, it was almed
at helping relieve the unemployment prob-
Iem. It certainly achieved a great deal in
that direction in my suburb and s number
of other suburbs where, through the ef-
forts of the scheme, the standard of living
was improved immensely.

Mr Clarko: It falsified the unemploy-
ment figures by indicating 30000 fewer
unembployed than actually was the case.

Mr JAMIESON: When the RED Scheme
was In operation it provided an average
of 1545 persons with employment each
month in Western Australia, Yet the
Premier was prepared to sabotage that.

Mr Sodeman: Half of them were shocked
by the administration.

Mr JAMIESON: There will always be
problems when emergency schemes are
brought in, They have to be tallored and
improved. It was not a perfect scheme—
nobody is saying it was—but at least 1t
was an attempt to get people working
rather than having them on unemploy-
ment relief, which seems to be the effort
of the present Premier and his cohorts in
the Federal field.

In every area the Court Government has
cost Western Australia a lot of money. It
hgs been a very expensive Government
for this State. Every Western Australian
has less money in his pocket now than he
had In March, 1974, The March 1974
dollar {s now worth 58c in this State.

Sir Charles Court: What about the
changed wages levels?

Mr JAMIESON: We can present all
sorts of similarities. If we want to go back
and argue features of finance we can
wonder what happened to putting value
back into the pound in Menzles’ days.

The Premier promised that inflation
could be beaten State by State. Yet in
Western Australia the inflation rate is the
highest in Australia. The Government has
given no explanation as to why this has
happened. There can be only one explana-
tion, which is that the Court Government
does not have a clue zbout how to run
the State's economy. Its economic man-
agement record shows that it is the worst
Government in Australia.

The Premier has failed to honour his
election promises of security of employ-
ment for Western Australians. More West-
ern Australian familles than ever before
in the State’s history are suffering the
financial hardship, the humiliation and
the deprivation that unemployment brings,
and there is nothing worse—

Mr Grayden: We stlll have the best
record of any State.

Mr JAMIESON: We have not. The
Minister has taken out the wrong book.
The ficures in this regard would be as
bad as those used by the Hon. Neil

MeNeill in an article in the Press recenfly
which figures were 50 old-fashioned that
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they were in fact related to the electoral
boundaries before the present ones were
drawn up.

Our taxes and charges are hurting every-
body’s pocket because they have risen
quickly and are very high. In many cases
the rises have been far greater than neces-
sary to keep up with inflation and are the
main remson for rising prices.

The Court Government, in collusion with
the Fraser Government, has saddled us
with a8 new system of Federal-State rela-
tions. It will leave the State worse off
and will lead Western Australians to
added financial burdens in the ultimate:
That ultimete Is not very far off and
will be in the form of double taxationy
Members opposite might convince somg
people that it is not double taxation, bus
those members who represent farming
districts want to try to convince farmers
that it is not double taxation and see how
they get on.

The Premier did not resist the changes
despite their awful effect on this State.
He walked meekly to the scaffold and
willingly put the State’s head In the
noose, and it locks as though we will not
be able to get out of it for a lopg timé,
The Premier and his Government have
made a hotch of the job and have been
a proper disaster for this State. It is
about time they did something about
affairs of public interest in the financial
field in this State. In the public interest
the best they could probably do would be
to admit that they have failed and to own
up to something for a change instead of
trying to skirt around and to prove all
sorts of things with false support from
documents that do not seem to bear up
when they are fully examined.

Mr Clarko: Have you ever made a mis=-
take?

Mr JAMIESON: Yes, and I have ad-
mitted mistakes in this House on more
occasions than the honourable member
opposite has done.

Mr Clarko: I have never made 8 mis-
take!

Mr JAMIESON: That would be the day.
We have another saint in the making!

Mr Clarko: George Orwell would be
proud of you.

Mr JAMIESON: If the Government will
not resign as a result of our efforis In
respect of this want of confldence motion
I am sure that next year the people will
toss it from office. Because of the people's
experience with this Government; because
of the confidence tricks included in the
Government’s booklet; and because of what
the people have had to suffer from this
Government, not only in relation to finance
but also in relation to humanity and other
matters about which we have heard
earlier tonight, the people of this State
have had all they can stand and will toss
the Government cut. I am sure that the
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attitudes it has displayed have not been in
the best interests of the people of this
State, and the people of this State will
make sure they are not caught again.

Mr H. D, EVANS: I second the motlon.

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands—
Premier) (947 p.m.]l: The Oppositicn has
moved the motion that we could have pre-
dicted. I must admit that the Leader of the
Opposition in his first major sally into
matters to do with Government finance
and economics, in spite of prepared
madterial, performed rather disappointingly.
We were looking for something better.

I wish to say at the cutset that it does
not matter how many statistics Opposltion
members cite if they believe that this is
the great electlon winner that they need.

Mr B. T. Burke: You are just a great
election loser,

Sir CHARLES COURT: The public are
not fooled.

Mr Bertram: You have not fooled them
elther.

Sir CHARLES COURT: They under-
stand, more clearly than people oppesite
seem to accept, the devastation that was
caused in Australia in three years of dis-
astrous sociallst government in Canberra.

Mr Bryce: That is excuse No. 1. We shall
count them,

Sir CHARLES COURT: I do not make
that an excuse at all.

Mr Bryce: It has heen an excuse during
all your term of office.

Sir CHARLES COURT: If the member
would sit back for & moment he might
learn something that would help him a
little. The public will interpret the position
much more accurately than the people on
the Opposition benches. They will under-
stand what happened in those disastrous
three years. They will understand that
anyone making a commitment in March,
1974, would have been working on the
basis that there was golng to be a change
of Federal Government fairly quickly or,
if there were not, that even the Labor
Government In Canberra would have had
the good sense to know that it had gone
the wrong way and would change course.
They know that neither of those things
happened. There was no change of Govern-
ment in May, 1974, and the Whitlam Gov-
ernment pressed on in its merry way.

Mr Mclver: How {is it that 1t did not
affect the people of New South Wales?
They soon changed course,

Sir CHARLES COURT: I do not know
what the member is bleating about, but I
am talking about the sltuation between
Western Australta and the Federal Gov-
ernment, and bparticularly the devastation
that was caused during the Whitlam ers.
The public understand this and they voted
on this issue on the I3th December in a
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way that left no doubt in my mind that
they thoroughly understand what it is
all about.

Mr Bryce: Six months later in New
South Wales they realised the blue they
had made and they reversed the decision.

Mr Meclver: Eleven per cent!

Mr Bryce: They set a precedent for this
State.

8ir CHARLES COURT: That is wishful
thinking.

Mr Bryce: We will test it as soon as you
are ready,

Sir CHARLES COURT: During that
period Australla just lurched along, and
all the States were dragged by their heels.
I want to remind the Leader of the Oppo-
sition about a statement that was made
again and agaln by the then Prime Min-
ister. It was, "“Make the user pay."

The greatest critle of that was Mr Dun-
stan, the Premier of South Australia, and
time after time we joined in a chorus in
opposition, because it was the great dictum
of Mr Whitlam to make the user pay.
Every tlme we left a Premiers’ Conference
it was with the same words ringing in our
ears: ''Make the user pay.” I want to
remind the Leader of the Opposition of
that, because It was the diectum of Mr
Whitlam that the user must pay.

We did not make the user pay to the
extent that Mr Whitlam wanted us to
make the user pay. It was the Premier
of South Australia and I who pleaded the
hardest with the then Prime Minister to
let up on State finances, so that we could
minimise the charges in our respective
States. We were prepared to give an under-
taking together with other Premiers that
any extra money made available by the
Commonwealth Government at that time
would be used to minimise the charges.

We pleaded the causes of inflation then,
because every Increased charge the State
Government makes or is forced to make
is an addition to the inflationary momen-
tum. We know there are many State charges
which affect the CPI. I do not know how
often one has to say this: I stress that
the then Prime Minister (Mr Whitlam)
sent all the Premiers away telling them
to make the user pay. This seemed to have
become an obsession with him, If members
opposite want to go back to the origin
of some of the charges they should go
back to that theme of the then Prime
Minister. I do not have to make excuses
for increased charges. Some of the things
I will say may be news to members
opposite, and may cause them to look at
the situation in a different light.

The simple cold hard fact of inflation
is that the nation has inherited a wage
structure which s completely unrealistic
and completely unrelated to productlvity,
if we wish to be competitive by world
standards, This fact was acknowledged by
trade unjons and their leaders, and the
inevitable result was unemployment,
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Mr Jamieson: That is the second excuse.

Sir CHARLES CQURT: It is not. The
sooner members opposite prow up the
better. I would remind them that it would
not be a bad thing for them to take note
of, not what I say, not what Mr Fraser
has said, not what anybody else has said,
but what thelr own revered leader in both
trade union and ALP matters (Mr R, J.
Hawke) has sald.

Omn the 7th July he came out in the most
forthright terms to warn the unions. I
quote from The West Australian of that
date. The report states—

The president of the ACTU, Mr R.
J. Hawke, said yesterday that it
would be “totally unreal” for trade
unions to expect a continuation of the
big wage galns made in 1974.

He told the special federal union
conference that unions had to face the
fact that wage movements affected the
economy.

The report states further—

In his second attack in two days
on left-wing extremists, Mr Hawke
accused them of breaking info his
Melbourne office and painting offens-
ive slogans on the fence of his house.

Mr Harman: Will you read the whole of
the report?

Sir CHARLES COURT: The honourable
member can have the full report with
pleasure. Further on the report states—

Mr Hawke said conference dlscus-
sion of the economy, including unem-
ployment, wage indexation and indust-
rial legislation, had been overshadowed
by the Medibank strike decision.

But the state of the economy was of
fundamental importance.

What he was trying to tell his colleagues
was to forget about the nonsense of indus-
trial action on Medibank {f they wanted
to get down to the nitty-gritty of dealing
with unemployment and inflation. The
report also states—

Mr Hawke sald: “We have to see
whether, by negotiation with employ-
ers and with the Government, we can
move to a position where we can
gradually ellminate the level of unem-
ployment in this country and produce
the sort of sittuation which the
resources of this country intrinsleally
are able to provide—full employment
for everyone who wants to work and
rising living standards.”

I also Invite the attention of members
opposite to the quotations appearing In
The Australian Financial Review of the Tth
July which said that the ACTU accepted
the wages policy. The report also contained
further words uttered by Mr Hawke.
I use that as the basls to deal with the
first part of the motion which says—
the Premier has presided over the
highest inflatlon In Australia . . .
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I remind members oppoesite that it does
not have to come from me. It can come
from the best economic brains in Australia
or from Mr Bob Hawke himself, because
he is the man they would be more pre-
pared to listen to than they would to me.

S0, I make the point that once we have
this rampant infiation, which was steamed
up by the fires 1it by the Whitlam Gov-
ernment, it Is inevitable we will get unem-
ployment. The Leader of the Opposition
has referred to the fact that Western Aus-
tralia has the highest rate of inflation.
When people talk about statistlcs they
have to be careful how they interpret the
statisties. It is very easy to take the per-
centages, I think my colleague, the
Minister for Labour and Industry, inter-
jected by raising the gquestion of actual
prices as distinct from percentage In-
creases. Many people are inclined to mlis-
understand the percentages. It is not only
the percentage increase that has to be
considered; we have to get down {o the
nitty-gritty of the problem to know what
factors cause inflation, In order to get
true relativity.

If one measures the rate of inflation in
CPI terms 1t is not always rellable, but
taking the CPI as the denominator, West-
ern Australia did not have the highest
rate of inflation for the year ended the
30th June, 1976. In fact, the Perth Con-
sumer Price Index for June, 1976, was 13.4
per cent above the leve]l of the year hefore,
and it was below the rates for Brishane
and Hobart—in one case 1t was 14 per
cent and in the other 1t was 14.9 per cent.

We should look at the inflation rates
and the CPI readings in proper terms to
arrive at the proper figures, because month
by month the flgures will jump all over
the place. For instance, the seasonal reces-
sion and drought conditions hit the
Bastern States earller than they hit
Western Australia. That meant In the
Eastern States a lot of meat was forced
onto the market and the reflection of that
appeared in the CPI. That was because
of the drought and the forced disposal of
stock In the Eastern States, which took
place there earller than in Western Aus-
tralia..

I would remind members opposite that
the weekly earnings per employed male
unit in Western Australia increased by 48.9
per cent between March, 1974, and March,
1976. That 1increase was significantly
higher than the national average. In point
of fact If people are getting more, and
wages are such a potent factor in the CPI
figures, they cannot have it both ways,
This must project itself into the cost
structure.

The cold hard fact is that we are faced
with an unreaMstic cost and unresalistic
wage structure, and we are not getting
productivity from it. The result is that we
are in a difficult situation In Australia, and
we are struggling day after day to try to
get people to make investment decisions
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and to be convinced that our cost struc-
ture will stabillse, so that we will bhe
able to get away from this rampant
inflatlon that faces us and be able to
do some of the things which Mr Bob
Hawke has counselled the unions should
do in order to get the pressure off the
wage demands.

Mr Davies: You had the panacea in six
months

Sir CHARLES COURT: The next point
raised in the motion was the question of
unemployment, and the way the Leader
of the Opposition spoke anyone would
think we had the worst unemployment in
Australia. In point of fact we were the
lowest for month after month,

Mr Bertram: When?

Bir CHARLES COURT: My colleague
will deal with this situation much more
effectively than I will because I do not
wish to delay the House on each item.
However, I invite the attention of members
to seasonally adjusted unemployment
fieures. I do not care what list members
study. Cur unemployment figures were as
follows—

July, 1975-—Lowest
August, 1975—Lowest
September, 1975—Lowest
Qctober, 1975—Lowest
November, 1975—Lowest
December, 1975—Second lowest
January, 1976—Lowest
February, 1976—Lowest
March, 1976—Lowest
April, 1976—Second lowest
May, 1976—Second lowest
June, 1976—Second lowest

1 have some news for members on the
other side—something they are inclined
to overlook, but with which they must not
be allowed to get away. On this side we
talk employment, but members on the
other slde get this depressing attitude
towards unemployment,

If members opposite want to stick to un-
employment let me give flgures which are
rather Interesting and concern the actual
movement in unemployment between June,
1974, and June, 1976—two years. In West-
ern Australia our unemployment figure
went up 171 per cent, but I ask members
to consider the Australian and other State
figures which are as follows—

Percentage

Increase
Australis ... . 238
New Bouth Wales . 284
Victoria .. 211
Queensland 305
Tasmania ... 171
South Australia 142

And did the last two-mentioned States get
some money pumped into them by Mr
Whitlam!

Mr Bryce: That i5 excuse No. 4!

[ABSEMBLY]

Sir CHARLES COURT: It is not an
excuse. If the honourable member attended
Premiers’ Conferences he would find these
are no excuses. He would find everything
spelt out in loud and clear terms, especi-
ally by other Premiers short of money.
They know what happened there,

I just remind members that Western
Australia was the second lowest in per-
centage of Increase with 171 as against
the national average of 236 and the high-
est State’s average of 305.

The next figures are the ones about
which I wish to remind members. This
aspect has been overlooked, and there Is
an explanation for this. The only State
in the whole of Australla between April,
1974, and April, 1976—they are the latest
statistics available—that has had an
increase in the number of people employed
is Western Australla, It has increased its
employment by 3.1 per cent while the
Australian figure decreased by 4.9 per
cent. The State fipures are as follows—

New South Wales—minus 2.5 per cent.
Victoria—minus 2.6 per cent,
Queensland—minus 1.4 per cent.
South Australia—minus 1.5 per cent,
Tasmania—minus 2.5 per cent.

And why was this? It was because people
were coming over here—the most prosper-
ous of the States—to get work.

Mr Bryce: You are still aveiding the
basic issue,

Sir CHARLES COURT: I just want to
emphasise that State by State we have
done better than any other State. Only
Western Australia had more people in
employment at the end of the second
year. All of them have & minus quantity,
tl%lm:g do members opposite argue against

0t ?

Mr Bryce:
basic issue.

Sir CHARLES COURT': Certainly not.
Mr Bryce: Which other States promised
to solve the problem?

Sir CHARLES COURT: We had no
desire to erect a fence at the border to
prevent the people coming here.

Mr Bryce: The Premier promised he
would solve it, not find six excuses,

The SPEAKER.: Order!
Mr Bodeman: Rubbish!

Mz Bryce: Six excuses—that is all we
have had.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Can I supply a
few statistics to indicate why we have 3.1
per cent more people employed than we
had two years ago when all the others had
a minus figure? Surely that gives some
encouragement., It should make members
opposite proud that people come over here
because they have a chance. I wish to
give some further statistics,

You are stlll avolding the
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The heavy inflow of job applicants from
the Eastern States—maybe some from New
Zealand, but mainly I imagine from the
Eastern States—was attracted by better
employment opportunities here. This inflow
exacerbated our own position, but we wel-
comed 1f. In June the weekly average of
these applicants was 282 compared with
the weekly average of 158 a year hefore.

I will give another figure to indicate
why our employment rate is as high as
it is. If we go back three years we find
the average registered number of Abori-
gines was 600, but today it is running at
about 1600 and this figure is included in
our unemployment statistics.

Mr Harman: How do you know that?

Sir CHARLES CQURT: I have had the
statlstics checked.

Mr Bryce: Do they record the race?

Sir CHARLES COURT: There is a reason
why—
Mr Harman: Do they discriminate?

Sir CHARLES COURT: There is no dis-
crimination.

Mr Harman: Of course there is.

Sir CHARLES COURT: We are not com-
plaining about this figure. We accept it
because these people are part of our total
population.

Mr Bryce: Excuse No. 7!

Sir CHARLES COURT: I remind mem-
bers opposite that, compared with the
situation they had to handle, this is a tre-
mendous factor we have absorbed and one
we have been proud to absorb better than
anyone else in Australia.

I remind members opposite that as at the
end of that second year we had more
people in employment whereas every other
State has fewer people in employment than
was the case two years ago.

Mr Bertram: Figures will not solve your
problem,

Mr O’Connor:
answer,

Sir CHARLES COURT: If members op-
posite do not believe me let them talk to
their Federal leader (Mr Hawke). If we
have rampant Iinflation and unrealistic
wage demands we will have the twin evil
of unembployment. It is as simple as that.

Mr Bertram: What will you do about it?

Sir CHARLES COURT: We will do
plenty,

Mr Harman: When?

Mr Bryce: Which month?

Mr Bertram: Which year?

Sir CHARLES COURT: 1 want to relate
inflation and unemployment to resource
development. In this State we have the
greatest resource potential of any State.
In fact, very few places in the world have
a portfolio of potential development as
great as ours. Why could we not get it
off the ground, working day and night?

That 1s a complete
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It was because we have an unrealistic cost
structure and industrial militancy. The
margin between what must be obtained
in order to get projects going and others
expanded, and what the world can afford
to pay is intolerable at present. The
situation can be coped with in only two
ways—by getting stahility in our cost
structure, and by getting some stability
in our work force,
Mr Skidmore: That is your job.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I am glad to
hear that because this was not admitted
a while ago.

I wish to indiecate that 5 per cent of our
work force was responsible for 62.8 per
cent of lost manhours in 1975. What can
we do with a situation like that? Mem-
bers opposite cannot blame the Govern-
ment for that one. As I said, 5 per cent—
20000 of our work force in quarrying out
of about 400000 in all forms of em-
ployment—was respconsible for 62,8 per
cent of lost manhours. This concerns a
commodity in regard to which we are in
direct competition with the rest of the
world. It is just as well this matter has
been raised here tonight so that it can
he understood by the members In this
House.

My colleagues, the Minister for Indus-
trial Development and the Minister for
Labour and Indusiry, have talked with
the TLC leaders, and we will talk to them
again, We have talked to the Confedera-
tion of Western Australian Industry and
the mining company interests. The dis-
parity between what is necessary and what
exists today is tremendous.

I believe that the talks we had with
the TLC members were fruitful because
they had an opportunity to tell us their
problems and why they were worried about
certain situations. We alsoc had an oppor-
tunity to tell them why we were unable at
this juncture to complete the final nego-
tiations so necessary if we are to get some
of the resource projects off the ground.

Mr Harman: It took you 24 years to
have a talk with the TLC members.

Sir CHARLES COURT: My colleagues
talk to them all the time. 'The Minister
for Labour and Industry is the man who
should normally talk to them.

Mr Harman: It fook you 24 years.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The Ministers
are competent and the Minister for Lahour
and Industry does his job extremely well.
When the time came and it was con-
sidered necessary for talks at Premier
level, we talked immediately to them and
we will talk to them again.

Mr Harman: It took you 24 years to
talk to them about productivity.

Sir CHARLES COURT: We have to get
a little sense and stability into the whole
situation. We cannot afford 5 per cent
of the work force creating 62.8 per cent
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of the lost manhours. If members oppo-
site had any sense of responsibility or any
genuine desire to create employment they
would be talking quietly behind the scenes
to these fellows and telling them to quieten
it down a bit.

Mr Skidmore: Tell me why they go on
strike?

Mr Coyne: Because blokes like you are
behind them.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The member for
Swan should know that in the areas in-
volved the workers have living conditions
better than we have ever had before in
the mining industry.

Mr Bertram: So they should have.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Who is to be
thanked for them? The Brand Govern-
ment insisted on those standards. It was
the first Government really {0 insist on a
standard of housing and amenitles.

Mr Jamieson: That is a falry story.
The Premier is aware that the men could
not be kept on the job if those standards
were not available.

Sir CHARLES COURT: We lald down
the conditions of employment at the time,
It was no accident. The towns were pro-
perly planned,

Mr Skidmore: If a man loses his job he
is on the next plane out.

Sir CHARLES COURT: If members op-
posite are sincere and have any influence
with Trades Hall, why do not they talk
to someone about the Telfer situation? In
that case a decision was brought down and
had it not been upset on appeal there
would never have been another mining
project started In any remote area of
Australia.

Mr Harman: Rubblsh!

Sir CHARLES COURT: It is nof
rubbish. "That declsion was upset because
it was so patently unrealistic. It had to be
upset. Now people whom members opposite
represent are doing their best to stop
another major project getting under way.
Members have only to look in this morn-
ing’s paper to read about a project which
wants to get off the ground. However,
union pressure will not let it start. Mem-
hers opposite talk about unemployment but
here is a project, planned by the Swan
Brewery, which will provide many jobs for
workers in this State. We read in the
morning’s paper about the movement to
stop a large project getting off the ground,
and tonight we have this motion moved by
the Opposition.

Mr Harman: Who sald there was a move
to stop it?

Sir CHARLES COURT: It Is In this
morning’s paper,

Mr Bryce: Is it not passing strange that
the people about whom the Premier is
talking vote Liberal?

[(ASSEMBLY]

Sir CHARLES COURT: I want to re-
mind members opposite of a few statisties.
In March, 1976, wages and sslaries repre-
sented about 67 per cent of the gross do-
mestic product at factor cost. That flgure
compares with 58 per cent In September,
1973. That increase has been at the
expense of another section of our economy,
where company profits heve dropped from
16.2 per cent of the GDP to 11.3 per cent,
One cannot compete [nternationally with
those figures., It is not possible to get
capital to undertake great projects in a
situation like that.

Let us look at the situation in America,
and some other countries, and compare 1t
with the rapild growth of wages in Aus-
tralia. Between March, 1974, and March,
1975, the average weekly earnings In Aus-
trallan manufacturing industries increased
by 34.5 per cent compared with the OECD
countries aggregate of 17.2 per cent. In
thetUSA the increase was only 10.6 per
cent.

Mr Jamleson: But what was the overall
Inflation rate?

Sir CHARLES COURT: We will come to
that. These great industrial countries are
our main buyers and our customers. They
are the countries to which we are trying to
sell our mechandise, whether it be raw
materials or anything else. We are trying
to sell to them when they have not only
a lower rate of wage Increase, but also a
lower rate of inflation. They have a lower
rate of inflation because their wage In-
creases are so much less damaging than
in our country.

Mr Skidmore: Are you saying that the
workers are to blame for inflation?

Sir CHARLES COURT: The leader cf
the ALP at the Pederal level, and the
leader of the ACTU, has been trying to
tell the workers that they have had thelr
birthday party, and that they have to pull
up their socks.

Mr Jamileson: If you belleve in con-
trols, why did you oppose the referendum
to control wages and prices?

Sir CHARLES COURT:
have a har of it

Mr Jamieson: You want both sides of
the penny.

Sir CHARLES COURT: These things
can be kept in belance. There can be
higher real wages If there is higher pro-
ductivity. It is not only what one pays
but also what one gets in return that deter-
mines value,

Mr Bryce: Would you be prepared to
accept the rise in unemployment In West
Germany and Japan as the price to pay
for their level of inflatlon?

Sir CHARLES COURT': There is no need
to couple those levels of unemployment
with our State. The honourable member is
completely wrong, and that is what we are
trylng to get across. Members opposite

I would not
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think in terms of large deficits and unem-
ployment instead of in terms of having a
well balanced type of Government, finan-
cially and economically. We demonstrated
in the 1960’s that it is possible to have an
economy going at full bore and bringing
prosperity to the natlon, and creating new
opportunities for careers without unman-
ageable inflation.

Mr Jamieson: That I5 not right, of
eourse,

Sir CHARLES CQURT: It would be &
relief to what we have now, and we would
lllsegble to cope with the inflation of the

5.

Mr Jamieson: That is the point I made
previcusly, I was challenging that yvou have
to ride along with it.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The last thing I
want to do is to ride along with inflation.

Mr Jamieson: You have to with our type
of industrial development.

Sir CHARLES COURT: What a negatlve
attitude. Here we have the Leader of the
Opposition—who would love to be Premler
—saying we cannot afford to have the
prosperity of the 1960s,

Mr Jamieson: I did not say that; you
sald it, It would not have mattered what
Government was In power in the 1960s;
it would have received a purple patch.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I want to remind
members that during that perlod, in spite
of criticism, we were able to get an unpre-
cedented rate of growth compared with
the national average and still cope with
inflation. Any inflation is too much. The
early 1960's high inflation figure that
nearly upset the Menzies Government
had nothing to do with the Australian
development programme. It was caused
by the Korean war and the crazy price
which was paid for wool.

Mr Jamleson: There was
reason.

Sir CHARLES COQURT: I want to tell
members opposite that unless we get an
investment-led recovery we will not have
any recovery, I know the Labor Party
is in favour of having a bigger deficit. It
even belleves in a bigger State deficit
which would mean taking money away
from loan funds and reducing employment.
How silly can one be?

Western Australla is dependent on
resource development. It will be only
through Investment-led recovery that we
will have some stability and prosperity
brought back into the community. There
is no magle in consumer-led recovery with-
out investment-led recovery. Without
investment-led recovery there will be a
phony recovery which will collapse.

Mr Jamieson: The recovery In America
and Germany was consumer-led.

Sir CHARLES COURT: How little does
the Leader of the Opposition know about
those two countries!

another
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Mr Jamieson: The Premier does not
know very much about them.

Sir CHARLES CQURT: With an invest-
ment-led recovery, consumer I€COVEry
automatically flows with it, but they flow
in a way which can be absorbed, because
investment-led production leads to con-
sumer activity and prosperity without
“stagfation.”

I want to move on to the next part of
the motion which deals with the new
federalism. The Labor Party has a phobia
about double taxation; a phrase which
someone invented.

Mr Bertram: What phrase would you
use to describe a fact?

Sir CHARLES COURT: For the first
time we will have in Australia a situation
where Commonwealth, State and local
Governments will share in personal in-
come tax and, if there is a change in the
taxing techniques, there will be a trans-
ference to the new form of taxing; but
assuming we live in the foreseeable future
with personal income tax, we will have a
sharing in that by the States, the Com-
monwealth, and local government. No-one
has mentioned local government tonight.
Local authorities must be feeling that new
federallsm is not a bad thing,

Mr Jamieson: Who started that system?

Sir CHARLES COURT: Not Labor.

Mr Jamieson: You ought to have your
tongue scrubbed with soap and a big serub-
bing brush.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I do not see
how anyone on the other side would have
the temerity to claim participation by
local government in income tax sharing as
& product of the Labor Party.

Mr Leurance: They tried to destroy it.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Yes, and they
put local authoritles under the grants
system. Members opposite should have a
look at the grants and ask why some local
authorities missed out altogether.

Mr Jamieson: Because they did not
deserve it.

Mr Bryce: Because they were dominated
by the Liberal Party and would not ask
Mr Whitlam for the money.

Sir CHARLES COURT: We will now
have a situation where local government
as of right will participate in the income
tax of the nation.

Mr Jamieson: Local authorities will get
it whether they need it or not.

Sir CHARLES COURT: 1 would have
thought members of the Labor Party, who
are always looking for a new form of local
government and new methods of financing
it, would have cheered this one. Local
government in this State will get 75 per
cent more than it got last year. It is get-
ting 80 per cent in this State as of right
on a per capita weighted average basis,
with no strings. The other 20 per cent



1536

will be given according to need, and if
after experiences this year local govern-
ment wants to vary the percentages the
variation will be made at the behest of the
State. Surely this is a wonderful product
of the so-called new federalism.

I want t0 say—and I hope the member
for Maylands is listening—that under the
new federalism and tax sharing percentage
we get from the total natipnal per-
sonal income tax, Western Australia will
receive this year more money than it
would have received under the Whitlam
formuia,

Mr Bertram: In real terms?

Sir CHARLES COURT: So I invite
members to have & look at the participation
by the State in this new federalism and
ir;c?gne“tax sharing, and that is the basis
o all.

When we come to loan funds, of course
we were upset. No-one could have pro-
tested more than I did at the ILcan Council
meeting, To my mind, 5 per cent was
and still is too low a figure. We wanted
18 per cent in order to cover inflation; we
always go for the figcure with which we
can live best. Had we received 12 per cent
we would have felt it was our contribution
to inflation. I made no bones about it at
the conference, when I returned, and here
tonight, that the Federal Government
made an error in cutting off at 5 per cent
instead of 12 per cent, which would have
been midway between what the States
wanted and what they got.

The fact is for the first time we are back
to a situation where we can predict our
income, and the income will come to us
as of right and not at the mercy of some-
body who decides he will squeeze the States
and push them into special purposz grants.

Mr Bryce: Level with the people of
Western Australia and tell us how much
State income tax will he.

Sir CHARLES COURT: T just told the
honpurable member that under the
arrangement no State can impose the
surcharge this year.

Mr Bryce: I am asking you to tell us
what your plens are.

Sir CHARLES COQURT: After that, if
any State in its wisdom or otherwise wants
to impose a surcharge, it can do so.

Mr Bryce: Do you propose to do so?

Sir CHARLES COURT: 1 would not
know at this stage, and neither would the
honourable member if he were in my place.
The first people who will be keen to impose
the surcharge will be Labor Gavernments.

Government members: Hear, hear!

Sir CHARLES COURT: They will say,
“This is getting into income tax; it is
not & bad way to get some money and
the people will not notice it so much.”
Other Governments—and even people on

[ASBEMBLY)

the other side might applaud such sction—
might want to impose a surcharge to get
rid of some vexatious inflationary taxes.

Mr Bryce: So you are not going to tell
the people whether or not you are going
to charge tax?

Sir CHARLES COURT: We do not have
to. The time to tell people about taxing
strategy is when a Budget is brought in.
I have put the honourable member's mind
at rest and he has already admitted I
am right: there can be no surcharge this
year.

Mr Bertram: We all know that.

b Mr Jamiescn: There would not need to
e,

Sir CHARLES COURT: There would
need to be a very good reason bhefore I
would advocate a surcharge, and I think
most Premiers would take a bit of talking
into it because they would be breaking new
ground and would almost need encourage-
ment and applause from the people to get
rid of one tax of an iniquitous or vexatious
nature and impose a surcharge in order to
obtain an amount equivalent to the Income
lost. As far as I am concerned, I do not
relish the day I have to preside over a
surcharge. But the talk about double
tax is a misnomer and completely false,
and it is time people talked about the
basic system which has been laid down
and which I believe the States, both
Labor and Liberal, will welcome.

I remind members that after the matter
was thrashed out Mr Dunstan came away
from the conference—forget what he has
sald since-—expressing some surprise, first
of all, that the Prime Minister had been
so reglistie in his handling of the formula
and, secondly, that it would in fact give
him more money than he would have re-
celved had he been tied down to the
formula. In the meantime, he has said
it is in tatters, but he has to say that
because he is one of the Labor boys, and
we are delighted that he is going to run
the Labor campaign over here.

Mr Jamieson: He will be invited here
as often as we desire, and we will invite
anybody else we want.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Western Aus-
tralians do not take kindly to people com-
ing here to tell them how fo run their
business.

Mr Shalders: What about Mr Whitlam?
Will you bring him here?

Mr Jamieson: Yes. Anvbody is welcome
to do work for us.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr Old: What about Jim Cairns?

Mr Bertram: At least Whitlam is not
a liar, which is more than you can say
for Fraser.

The SPEAKER: Order!
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Sir CHARLES COURT: I conclude my
remarks regarding the new federalism by
saying I hope the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, for the sake of the Parliament as
well as for his own sake and the sake of
his party, understands there is a big dif-
ference between sharing income tax and
the amounts we receive for loan funds and
semi-governmental authorities. There is
a great difference and they must not be
confused. The new federalism is a tre-
mendous breakthrough for us and local
government. Loan Council and semi-
governmental borrowings are a different
matter which has to be argued at the Loan
Council quite separately and distinctly and
at a different conference from the Pre-
miers’ Conference which deals with income
tax sharing or relmbursement.

The last item in the motion is—

(d) there have been unprecedented
increases in an unprecedented
number of taxes and charges.

I would be interested to know whether
members of the Opposition have zealously
followed through the difference between
taxes and charges, and whether they have
followed through what has been done in
the different States. Have they Tteally
jooked at our Budgets to see how few
taxes we have imposed? Have they?

Mr Bertram: Certainly.

Sir CHARLES COURT: If so, this para-
graph would not be in the motion.

Mr Davies: Your others were so vicious.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Let us have a
look at the taxes. I doubt whether the
Governmeni of any State has imposed
fewer taxes than we have in the period we
have been in office. Pay-roll fax went up
from 4% per cent to 5% per cent in line
with ]} the other States. In the mean-
time we have made some concessions to
small employers and increased the amount
of money available for emergency cases in
the ecountry under the Assistance o
Dencentralized Industry Act.

Mr H. D. Evans: How much?

Sir CHARLES COURT: Further conces-
sions are under consideration for the
Budget. Then there is probate. We
removed the anomaly in respect of pro-
bate which was pui back into the Act by
the Tonkin Government. We have com-
mitted ourselves in the next Budget to
further concessions in respect of probate.

We have legislated already for consid-
erable relief in respect of land tax. Does
not anybody remember these things?
Many people who would have paid land
tax had we not altered the Act will not pay
it in future. They could still be paying
this tax.

Mr H. D. Evans: You got so much more
in you could afford fo do it.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I am amazed
at some of the Opposition members. They
do not understand the growth in income,
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the growth in expenditure,
growth in social services.
services {o be paid for?

Mr Bertram: Social services—what next?

Sir CHARLES COQURT: If we do not
have increases in State revenue through
natural growth we cannot cope with that
growth, The fact is we have granted
tremendous concessions in land tax, and
we have made it much easier for develap-
ment to take place and for more serviced
land to come onto the market at the
right price and at the right time.

Mr B. T. Burke: What about the pen-
sloners?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I wonder where
the Leader of the Opposition obtained his
arguments in regard to taxation.

Mr Jamieson: There are plenty of argu-
ments there,

Sir CHARLES COURT: We were the
last of the States to impose a tobacco tax.
Other States have all sorts of taxes that
we do not.

Mr Davies: You have others that they
do not,

Sir CHARLES COURT: Surely we must
bhe given some credit for good house-
keeping. We raised the tax on cheques to
8¢, and we are one of the few States
w;th such a low charge. Queensland and
Victoria have a 10c fee on cheques. Tell
us about other taxes that we have put up.

Mr Davies: Tell us about electricity
charges.

Sir CHARLES COURT: What about the
taxes we put down?

Let us furn to charges as distinct from
taxes, because the arguments of the
Leader of the Opposition collapsed in rela-
tion to taxes.

Mr B. T. Burke: Your Government will
collapse tao.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I invite mem-
bers of the Opposition to tell us what the
increases have been—

Mr Jamieson: What about 3 per cent on
the SEC?

Sir CHARLES COURT: —even If they
wish to forget the charges that have been
reduced.

Mr Jamieson: Oh, you reduced the one
on the SEC?

Sir CHARLES COURT: That is not a tax
on the people; it is a charge on an auth-
ority. It is a lower charge than that made
in other States.

Mr B. T. Burke: It is a turnover tax on
a utility.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Is it wrong in
South Australia?

Mr B. T. Burke: It is still a tax.

Sir CHARLES COURT: It s a charge on
an instrumentallty which receives a

tremendous amount of service from the
Government.

and the
How are these
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Mr B. T. Burke: Nobody introduced it
until you came along,

Sir CHARLES COURT: Let us come to
charges, and let Opposition members name
one charge where the increase has been
as great as Increased costs incurred by
the instrumentality. We are not dealing
only with wages when dealing with the
SEC, but also we must consider the cost of
fuel and other items. When we talk of the
State Shipping Service, we must consider
increases in the cost of fuel and other items
as well as wages. The same analogy ap-
plies to the raflways. Name one instru-
mentality where the increased charge has
been as pgreat as or greater than the
Increase in the actual inescapable costs
that have been incurred.

Mr B. T. Burke: What about the State
Houslng Commission?

A member: What about the price of
natural gas?

Mr Jamieson: How do you account for
that one? Its costs did not increase.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Of course the
honourable member wants to take one
thing out of the whole range of the com-
mission’s activitles.

Mr Jamieson: You said name one and I
named one,

Sir CHARLES COURT: 1 am talking
about the operations of the State Energy
Commission.

Mr Jamieson: I am trying to help you.

Mr B. T. Burke: The Leader of the
Opposition did not know that was &
rhetorical question and that he was not
supposed to answer it.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Perhaps the
Leader of the Opposition would like to
refer to natural gas, but I am talking of
the total State Energy Commission situa-
tion and the total situation in relation to
the Metropolitan Water Board.

Mr Jamleson: That charge was put up
separately from the other SBEC charges.

Sir CHARLES COURT: We have not at
this time put up charges for water in
country areas, although there has been a
slight increase in metropolitan charges. I
remind members that our water charges
are still lower than those iIn New South
Wales and Victoria.

Mr Skidmore: That does not say it I1s &
good deal for Western Australia.

Sir CHARLES COURT: What does
then? What about wage Increases? We
have had a higher increase in wages than
the national average.

Mr Skidmore: Be careful—we have some
flgures here.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I remind the
honourable member that we have lower
charges for water in Western Australla
than does New South Wales and Victorla.

Mr B. T. Burke: Less water as well!
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Sir CHARLES COURT: Let us come to
fares.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!

Sir CHARLES COURT: It 1s not a bad
thing to record that the average charge
for water and sewerage in Western Aus-
tralia is 18 per cent lower than that in
Sydney and 16.15 per cent lower than that
in Melbourne.

Mr Bryce: What about electriclty?

Sir CHARLES COURT': The figures are
for comparable homes.

Mr B. T. Burke: And we have the least
sewered capital in Australia—what about
that?

Sir CHARLES COURT: Let us come to
fares. We have the lowest fare per sec-
tion of all the States of Australia. If we
look at the flgures for 1974, pur fares were
the lowest, Canberra was second lowest,
Brisbane third, Sydney fourth, Adelaide
fifth, Hobart sixth, and Melbourne seventh.
In 1976 we still have the lowest fares per
section. Adelaide fares are the second
lowest, Sydney is third on the list—and that
is allowing for the reduction introduced by
Mr Wran as I asked for that lower figure
to be taken into account—Canberra fourth,
Brisbane fifth, Hobart sixth, and Melbourne
seventh, These facts just cannot be
ignored.

Mr B. T. Burke: We are the only State
with a Housing Commission management
fee.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Look at the
increase in our rail freights. We are the
second lowest percentage increase. We have
shown that we have been responsible in
the management of our railways and our
rates compare favourably with those of
other States, particularly when one bears
in mind the distances over which we carry
goods.

Mr T. H. Jones: Not carrying as many
pensioners though.

Sir CHARLES COURT: As a result
of our responsible management, we will
have a halanced Budget partly because the
severe restrictions placed on the growth
of our work force. In this regard I am
talking not only of the restriction of
growth in the Public Service, but also the
restriction on total Government employ-
ment.

We had a balanced Budget, and we
alsp have some monhey to carry forward
to this year. People should be singing
the pralses of our Government for that.
We will have some money to carry forward
to ¢create more employment, and I cite the
example of $2.4 million to be carried for-
ward to create more employment with the
Metropolitan Water Board.

Mr B. T. Burke: Donated by water supply
employees whom you trled to sack!
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8ir CHARLES COURT: The honourable
member is so uninformed—

Mr B. T. Burke: Two thousand workers
had to take a week off without pay.

Sir CHARLES COURT: —that he does
not know the truth. He should be grate-
ful that the Government, from its own

resources, made available a great amount
of money—

Mr B, T. Burke: What about the pen-
sloners?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I am talking
aboui employees of the Metropolitan Water
Board. The State Government made avail-
able to the Metropolitan Water Board a
generous amount of money in order that
the board could keep as many men as
possible in employment. OQOpposition mem-
bers give us no thanks at all for that.
More money has been allocated in the year
just ended and this additional money will
be carried forward to this year for no other
purpose than to create more employment
in the Metropolitan Water Board. This
employment will help the self-same men
to whom the member for Ralga referred.

Let us come hack to the pensloners.
Members will be aware that most of the
recommendations of the inguiry will need
to be fmplemented on a national basis.
It was the Whitlam Government which
said the matter had to be referred to lts
inguiry. When there was a change of
Government, I referred thls matter
promptly to the new Prime Minister and
he gave the same reply that Mr Whitlam
had already given. I would like to add
that we are collaborating with the present
Government, as we offered to collaborate
with the Whitlamn Government,

Mr Jamleson: There are umpteen things
In which the State has a personal interest.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Of course we
have an interest in these matters, but we
cannot do it all alone.

Mr Jamieson: What about fshing
licences?

. SBir CHARLES COURT': We give the pen-
sloners more travel concessions than does
any other State. I should have mentioned
that earlier. I referred to fares before, and
I must remind members of the “Clipper”
service Introduced by the Tonkin Gov-

ernment and operated by the State free of
charge,

Mr B. T. Burke: Are you intending to
change that?

Sir CHARLES COURT: This “Clipper”
service operates for nothing. The transfer
system still operates free. Also, pensioners
still have the same free concessions they
had before—not a cent of that has been
taken from them. It does not matter how
much Opposition members distort things,
net a cent has been taken away.

Mr Jamiesen: You are trylng to square
something that just won't square off.
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Mr B. T. Burke: What about the State
Housing Commission management fee? We
are the only State to have that.

Bir CHARLES COTJRT: I come hack to
the motion. The Government rejects it
completely; it accepts no responsibility for
the situation in Australia that was created
by three devastating years of Labor Gov-
ernment in Canberra.

Mr Bryce: Excuse No. 1.

Sir CHARLES COURT: It is not an
excuse at all. The cold, hard fact is that
Australia as a country has to try to fight
its way out of the devastating situation
that was created by the previous Federal
Government. We in Western Australia are
doing our part, We are dolng our best to
collaborate with a Commonwealth Govern-
ment that is committed to trying to sort
out these things as quickly as possible, to
trying to get some control over the wage
structure and the cost structure of Aust-
ralia, and to getting some control over
productivity; and by that means to regain
some Investment confidence. Until we get
an Investment-inspired recovery we will
not see a proper abatement of inflation,
nor will we see a return to proper levels
of employment, I remind members that,
in spite of all the troubles, we were the
only State in those two years to have more
pecople employed at the end of the two-
year period than we had at the beginning;
all other States had fewer people
employed.

We reject the mation.

MR H, D. EVANS (Warren—Deputy
Leader of the Opposition) [10.42 p.un.):
I would like to make observations on
several of the aspects raised by the Pre-
mier in what he purported to present as
8 defence against the motion moved by
my leader. He immediately reverted to
his old tactic, to which we have become
accustomed. He could not blame the
Whitlam Government, as has been his
wont in the past, but he did blame the
trade union movement. Of course, he re-
ferred to exorbitani wages, He omitted
to mention Mr Anthony, who has become
involved in this of late. The Premier
suggested that the historical basis for the
poor performence of his Government
should be taken into account.

8ir Charles Court: It is not a poor per-
formance.

Mr H. D. EVANS: We will look at the
performance and evaluate it. In the mean-
time, in regard to the histerical aspect,
the Premier went back one step and said
it was not the fault of his Government
but of the Whitlam Government. He re-
ferred to the Korean boom. However,
Sir, as you know, the genesls of the prob-
lem of infiation In Australia goes back
to the failure to devalue the Australian
dollar in December, 1871. ‘That was the
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most irresponsible deecisign taken by any
Government in the last two decades, and
during the 12 months that followed a
disastrous amount of grey money camé
into Australia. No Government could
contend with between $1500 million and
$1 900 millien of hot money flowing into
the country. There was a most unhealthy
speculative boom, as is witnessed by the
vacant office space throughout the capital
cities of Australia.

There was also a rural boom which was
followed by a slump; and there was a
lending boom. Those national aspects
added to a period of liquidity and specula-
tion which made handling ahy economy
very difficult indeed. Certainly a revalua-
tion did gccur in 1973, but the action was
not taken early encugh, and it was not
sufficient, Those points indicate the at-
titude of the Premier and his failure to
take full account of the situation.

It is all very wel to use an historical
illustration—or excuse as it turned out
to be in this case—but the Premier did
not take it far enough. He did not take
the matter to its origin. Of course, he
would not do that; it was sufficient to
blame someone else—the Whitlam Gov-
ernment or the trade union movement.

His claim tha{ the unreal cost struc-
ture and unreal levels of productivity can
be resolved only by stability in the work
force and stability in wages amounts to
just so many words. Just consider the
record of the party he represents in res-
pect of industrial relations in this country.
We can trace this down from the Hawke
Government, The first action taken by
the Premier’s Liberal predecessor was to
reverse industrial decisions that had heen
fought for and won during the time of
the Hawke Government. I refer to such
things as the concept of the basic wage
and margins for skiil, His predecessor
also reintroduced penal clauses in the in-
dustrial arbitration legislation.

To take some smaller examples, while
there is a Legislative Council there is no
chance of unions being represented on
the Midland Junction Abattoir Board. But
that is just a small matter in an area
of very tender and fragile industrial re-
lations. Motions moved on this side of
the House seeking worker participation
have been answered by virtually the same
lame excuses we have heard tonight.

‘What about wage indexation? ©One of
the first things the Fraser Government
did was to oppose wage indexation, not in
its entirety, but by throwing sufficient
abrasive material into the works to en-
sure that indexation could not work to a
great extent. That action has been fol-
lowed up by the State Government, and in
particular, by the present Minister for
Labour and Industry. The cry now is that
there is & need to reduce real wages. Medi-
bank fees will do that fairly successfully
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by amounts of from $6 to $10 a week; that
will represent & cut in real wages, and
we will see what is said akout the matter
when that occurs.

The claim that the only chance of re-
covery is that of a privatz iavestment-
led recovery is just so much eyewash, As
my ceolieague pointed out by interjection,
where a recovery has occurred in res-
pect of inflation it has not been a private
inves ment-led recovery hut rather a con-
sumer-ied recovery, This has been evid-
enced in quite a number of countries.

The forthcoming cufs in public spend-
ing, such as those which have been ap-
plied already in the matier of sewerage,
must have a repercussion on inflation in
one way or ancther, The first thing that
will happen is that the level of employ-
ment will be reduced. Naturally the spend-
ing power of those concerned must de-
cline, with the result that the purchase of
consumer goods will hecome even less.

That is obviously the strategy of the
present Federal Government, and it is a
strategy that has not been applauded or
proven in overseas countries. There is in
the good Book a quotation which says,
“Judge not lest ye be judged.” That is
fair enough; but if there is any judging
to be done, let it be done on equitable
terms. Let the judging take place on the
same scales,

The Premier was not very enthusiastic
at all in his response to the motion. I
would like to refresh his memory because
it was rather amusing to hear him speak
tonight and to recall what he said in the
course of moving a motion in this House
on the 16th August, 1972. That debate is
to he found at page 2577 of Hansard for
that yvear, and the first part of the motion
was ag follows—

(a) In spite of considerable financial
assistance running at a record
level from the Commonwealth
Government, the State Govern-
ment has proved incapable of ar-
resting the increase in unemploy-
ment in Western Australia with
the result that this State has a
much higher rate of unemploy-
ment than any other Siate in the
Commonwealth.

In the course of that debate, the now
Premier insisted on sticking strictly to
this State;, he did not make any com-
parisons with other States, or deviate to
any degree. His attitude was that this
was 8 State affair and it was not valid
for a State Labor Government to refer
to actions of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. However, apparently it is quite {n
order for a Liberal Government to use
arguments based on such a comparison.
One can blame anybody if one happens
to be a Liberal, and that has been the
tactic continually adopted.
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Let us examine the subsequent situation.
A comparison between unemployment
figures for 1972 and 1976 is very interest-
ing. In August, 1972, the number of un-
employed in Western Australia was 12 846,
representing 2.9 per cent of the work
force. At the expiration of 2.25 years under
this Government it has reached 21 103, or
4,02 per cent of the work force.

Mr Clarke: But in Jume. 1972, under
your Government, the figure was over
12 000.

Mr H, D. EVANS: But the overall, total
figures do not reflect the worst situation.
When we break down the fisures we find
the worst implications are quite frighten-
ing. In Mearch, 1974, there were 809
junior males, 1264 jundor females, and
596 school leavers, a total of 26698 young
people unemployed.

But in June, 1976, there were 3373
Junior males, 3894 junior females, and
1 076 school leavers, a total of 8 443 young
people unemployed. We had this large
number of unemployed school leavers as
at June, 1876, and it will not be very
much longer before we find the school
leavers of this year coming on to the
labour market. Once again, that does
not reflect the worst situation, because
the figure does not include the number
of students who chose to rémain at school
rather than risk the soul-destroying ex-
perience of being unembployed.

I should like to make reference not
merely to numbers but also to the social
implications involved when people are
unemployed. During the Ausiralian
Broadeasting Commission’s programme
“AM” this morning, a represeniatlve of
the Brotherhood of St. Laurence organisa-
tion quoted its report and expressed con-
cern that so many young people through-
out Australia were unemployed.

We have more than our share in West-
ern Australia, and concern was expressed
that the young people involved have very
little chance of obtaining employment. A
greater percentage of the unemployed are
in the 21-year age group and they are out
of work longer. So, not only is il more
difficult for them to find a job but also
their period of unemployment is much
greater than that applying to other groups.

Let members try to imagine the feeling
of frustration experienced by a petson of
this age who is unable ito get into the
work force, and the severe implications of
what is likely to follow later in his life;
1let us Uriagine the conditioning through
which he must pass when he is forced to
stand in the dole queue.

The implication goes beyond that, and
encompasses an attitude which developed
during this frustrating period. Let me
.remind members opposite of the syndrome
they deliberately developed of “dole hash-
ing”, Anybody who was unemployed was
made to feel like & criminal by members
opposite.
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The Ggvernment is in a position to find
employment for these people now, and
to create career opportunities; however, it
has failed most miserably in this task.

The words of the then Leader of the
Opposition when speaking in support of
the motion he moved in 1972 must ring
very hollowly in the light of the com-
ments I have just made. In that debate,
the now Premier said—

We must never forget this. In my
opinion it is the responsibility of 2
Government{ to provide opportunities
of employment for the work force. It
is drafted to do that job when it is
elected . . .

The Premier continued—

If we are given the opportunity to
perform we will solve the problem . . .
We would love to have the responsi-
bility to show what can be done by a
Government with the right philosophy.

Sir Charles Court: That is right!

Mr H. D. EVANS: What has the Premier
done?

Sir Charles Court: When was that said?

Mr H. D. EVANS: The remark was
made In 1972, when the Premier knew
the colour of the Government in Can-

be;‘ra. and knew the problems which
existed.
Sir Charles Court: VYes, it was the

MeMahon Government.

Mr H. D. EVANS: The Premier knew of
the problems that Government had, but
he chose to totally disregard them. He
was quite free to make his appraisal of
the situation.

Sir Charles Court: I was very interested
to hear such caustic and extravagant
language from a person who comes from
a primary produeing area when you criti-
cised the decision to devalue.

Mr H. D. EVANS: I will say I was
caustic! Half the troubles of the primary
producers in this State are due to the
mismanagement of the McMahon Govern-
ment. It was a shocker!

Sir Charles Court: But the farmers are
the first ones to gain by devaluation.

Mr H. D. EVANS: It was the most
irresponsible decision seen in this nation
for three decades, and what was the
result? The Australian economy was hope-
lessly out of kilter, and every person in
the world with hot money fook the oppor-
tunity to invest in Australia. This is where
our problems commenced.

Mr Clarko: You are kidding!
Mr H. D. EVANS: Does the member for

Karrinyup not helieve that a couple of
thousand million doliars s year would have
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no effect? Members opposite are fright-
ened to go back. Before I get sidetracked,
I should ke to finlsh the quote. The
Premier continued—

I would be prepared to stake my
reputation on success.

I Interjected and asked the Premier—
it?How long would it take you to do

The Premier replied—

Within six months of getting back
into office . . ..

His reputatlon was not too bright at that
stage, but it is in tatters now!

An Interesting corollary is contalned in
the Liberal Party policy document, The
State Government is to be condemned for
the difficulties heing experienced by school
leavers attempting to find jobs. At the end
of June, when all school leavers could
reasonably bhe expected to be absorbed
into the work force there were still 1076
jobless In this State. However, the Liberal
Party policy states as follows—

A State Liberal Government will
have a programme of strong, well-
planned economic growth.

This programme will be imple-
mented as a means to an end, and
not as an end In itself,

It will give Western Australia the
economlc and financial strength to
achleve a better total way of life for
its people.

I wonder what those 1076 unemployed
school leavers would think of that com-
ment. The policy document continues—

The objectives will be:

A rising living standard.

Security against unemployment.
A broader range of career oppor-
tunities in existing enterprise and
new projects selectively encour-
aged for the purpose.

A broader range of career opportunities!
They cannot even get a job! Look at what
happened to the apprenticeship system
under successive Liberal Governmenis, If
it were not so tragic it would be funny,
Meanwhile employment opportunities—
never mind career  opportunities—
are diminishing, The tragedy of these
voung people being made to feel eriminals
in addition is unforgiveable, and I trust
that the people of this State will be as
unforgiving as I feel.

The question of country unemployment
cannot be overlooked. I can recall the
Premier chiding the then member for
Albany during the same debate. He sald
that the then member for Albany had not
ralsed one bleat apgainst unemployment in
that area. He sald that in 1981 there were
106 people unemployed in the Albany dis-
trict and that in 1992 the flgure was 427.
But in June of 1976 there are 711 people
unemployed. Between March, 1874 and
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June of this year there has been an in-
crease of 480 unemployed people which is
a rise of 207.8 per cent. I do not hear the
present member for Albany ralsing much
of a bleat on that matter either. As far as
I and the public at large are aware there
are no plans to rectify that total situation.

This is the position not only in Albany
hut also in the country in general. In the
Albany area there has been a 207.8 per
cent increase in unemployment. In Bun-
bury the increase was 612 or 114.4 per
cent, In Esperance the increase {s 67 or
85.9 per cent; in Geraldton the increase is
241 or 96.1 per cent; In Kalgoorlle the
figures are 293 or 110.9 per cent; in
Kwinana the percentage increase is 112.7;
in Manjimup the increase is 269 or 201.2
per cent; in Merredin the figures are 36 or
43.9 per cent; in Northam 228 or 100.4 per
cent and in Port Hedland 555 or 57.45 per
cent. The total nonmetropolitan mcrease
was 3178 or 100.6 per cent In the 24 years
of operation of this Government when
compared with the previcus Government's
first 2} years.

The total metropolitan increase is even
greater. The numbers have increased by
10398 from 4368 to 14766 which is a
rise of 238 per cent. On the total State
scene the overall percentage increase is
180 per cent. The percentage of the
work force unemployed in the period end-
ing in March, 1974 was 1.62 per cent and
in June, 1976 the figure was 4.02 per cent.

That is not the full story at all because
other factors have probably not yet come
into play. There is still a steady diminu-
tion in the number of active rural hold-
ings in this State. There is a continuing
and steady deecrease in rural population
despite the so-called policy of decentra-
lisation which is espoused by this Gov-
ernment. I am grieved that the respon-
sible Minister is not in his seat tonight,
because I would have quoted to him the
words he used when speaking to a mo-
tion that he moved. His solutlon was to
create Incentives to enable small and me-
dium-sized businesses to become estab-
lished which would create decentralisation,
absorb unemployment, and restore the
economy. What a pity it is that I cannot
quote his words to him in the light of
the cwrrent experiences. Never mingd; op-
portunity always knocks again.

In former times country people could
have stood a chance of finding employ-
ment in the metropolitan area. No longer
can they do so because the position in the
metropolitan area is even worse with un-
employment being virtually 24 times as
great, the main centres being metropolitan,

The trends in the country areas must
continue. Drought will certainly be a
cause of unemployment in some areas.
This is an unfortunate phenomenon for
which I attach no blame to the present
Government.

Mr Old: Thank you!
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Mr H. D. EVANS: I am not saying that
it would not have attached biame to us
but we do not attach any blame to fit.
There would be very few job opportunities
not only on the farms but also in the
service industries which are involved,

I can vividly recall it having been sug~
gested that drought will cause a loss of
$400 million for the country. I do not
know how accurate that is but a loss of
that magnitude will have an effect which
will flow right through. Unemployment
will be one of the grave aspects of it and
there is little opportunity for the people
concerned to be absorbed.

While the Government is not to be
blamed for that situation, I cannot say
the same for its handling of rural indus-
tries and its lack of current policies for
rural industries. The apple industry and
the manufacturing side of the dairy indus-
try are good illustrations.

There is not one new industry in country
areas; certalnly not in the south-west as
far as I can recall. In considering an
assessment of the south-west and its pro-
babijlities at the moment one can see that
the wood chipping industry was certainly
nurtured under successive Governments,
particularly by State and PFederal Labor
Governments. In addition the establish-
ment of the deep water port at Bunbury,
which was achieved despite the initial
deficlencies in contract that were inherited
by the Tonkin Government, and the soft
wood plantings that offer in the long term
a good chance of economic revival in the
south-west, are not the prerogative of the
present Government. They have been the
results of the endeavours of successive Gov-
ernments. The particle board plant that
has been stablished in the vicinity of Dar-
danup was set up by the previous Minister
for Industrial Development who is seated
on the front bench of this side of the
House.

Despite the fact that he is not in the
Chamber I cannot resist the temptation
of quoting the words the present Minister
for Industria]l] Development used in a
motion regarding unemployment and
the economy on the 12th April, 1972, as
reported in Hensard at page 590. He
sald—

The private sector should be hoosted.
It might be asked, “How?"” I know that
the Government cannot horrow money
directly, but at least it can help to
promote borrowing by private enter-
prise by setting up the private enter-
prise.

That is a solution and the Minister is in
a position to Implement that solution. After
24 years there is very litile evidence to
sugegest that he has had even any degree
of success. He would probably have the
distinction of being the Minister for In-
dustrial Development with the poorest
record and the smallest achlevement that
this State has ever seen.
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Mr Grayden: That is another one of
your completely untrue statements. You
make them quite frequently.

Sir Charles Court: The membher for War-
ren will be eating his words soon.

Mr H. D. EVANS: I will be pleased to
do so if I have to, but tell me where I am
wrong.

Mr Rushton: What about what has taken
place at Rockingham and Geraldton?

Mr H. DB. EVANS: Can the Minister
name them?

Mr Rushton: Do you not read?

Mr H, D. EVANS: If I have something
sensible to read I do so avidly, but I
should point out that & void exists. The
Premier did venture into the subject of
inflation. There is one inescapable fact:
when this Government took office in March,
1974, Western Australia had the lowest
rate of inflation. From March, 1971, to
March, 1974, in the term of office of the
Labor Government the prices in the CPI
rose by 23.8 per cent in Western Austra-
lia, while the Australian average was a
rise of 28.6 per cent. The Premier might
try to fiddle with the figures as much as
he likes, but the figure for Western Aus-
tralia. was 4.8 per cent below that of the
national average.

Under the same indicator in the com-
parison between March, 1974, and June,
1876, the figure rose by 41.2 per cent in
Western Australia, and 36.7 per cent in
the rest of Austraiia, thus making the
Western Australian figure 4.5 per cent
above the national average. So from a
figure of 4.8 per cent below the national
average the figure for Western Australia
rose to 4.5 per cent ahove the national
average. That is the track record of this
Government.

It is of no use the Premler saying
there were stock movements in the Eastern
States in periods of drought., The fact
is that meat prices fluctuated on both sides
of the continent. He claimed it was the
beef scheme which kept prices high in
Western Australia, but when those prices
plummeted he did not make any reference
to the beef scheme. That is the sort of
situation which arises in regard to the
fluctuation in the prices of commodities
to which he made reference.

In the lest two successive guarters,
March and June, 1976, Perth recorded
the greatest CPI increase of any Austra-
lian capital city. That is the plain and
simple fact. In the March quarter an
increase of 3.3 per cent was recorded, and
this was .03 per cent above the national
average. In the June quarter an increase
of 3.4 per cent was recorded, and this
was .09 per cent above the national aver-
age. Again the increase in Western Aus-
tralia was the highest of any capital city.
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I now refer to the Premier’s reaction,
and to the statements he made in the
House on the 30th March, He said—

We have managed to achieve a state
of economic prosperity which is better
than any other Siate.

Heaven help us if this is a state of eco-
nomic prosperity! We should ask any
visitor from the Eastern States, the
Premier said, and the visitor would con-
firm it; he would deal with the overall
picture.

In respect of the facts presented in the
CPI, the Premier continued to assert that
the only way to beat inflation and unem-
ployment was to restore investor confi-
dence, and that was what his party and
the National Country Party stood for. The
Premier went on to say—

This is the policy of the present
Government-—to build up confidence
and to make the State economically
stable and prosperous. It is a policy
that is succeeding.

Again I say heaven help us, I do not
see how the Premier can validly and
justifiably claim this,

When his policy speech was written the
Premier was aware of the problems on
the international monetary scene, and of
the difficulties the various overseas econo-
mies were facing; he was aware of the
Government in office in Canberra, and
the policies it had enunciated; yet he
continued to speak in this vein—

Inflation can be beaten to a sub-
stantial degree State by Siate.

The answer to inflation on the home
front is to get back to Government in
WA.

That was all that was required; One
could ask what this Government is doing.
It has the magic formula and the oppor-
tunity to do something about the prob-
lem, but its performance has turned out to
be miserable, as I have indieated.

Because it does have considerable rele-
vance when weighed against the total
economic scene of the State, it is necessary
to point out that the average weekly wage
from March, 1974, to July, 1976, under-
went a 62.1 per cent increase. The Premier
made great play of blaming excessive wage
demands as being the major root cause
of the problem in our economy. I repeat
that the rate of increase was 62.1 per cent.
In the same period between March, 1974,
and July, 1976, the charges levied by this
Government increased by the following
amounis—

To
Excess water rates 111.4
Sewerage rates 952
Water rates 60.3
Drivers’ licences 66.6
Electriclty charges 66.5
Hospital charges 100.0
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So the increase in charges outstripped the
increase in wages by a considerable
amount,

In a Press statement the Premier sald
that as a matter of Government policy to
minimise the burden on the public, fax
and charge Increases had not kept pace
with constant and high wage demands.
However, the effect of these taxes and
charges on the economy 1s very substantial
indeed. One cannot just blame wage
increases for the predicament and plight
which we face.

I refer also to the 3 per cent surcharge
imposed on the State Energy Commission
and the Metropolitan Water Board, and
the levy on the profits of the Rural and
Industries Bank which are channelled
into Consolidated Revenue,

In the period hetween March, 1974, and
March, 1976—the first two years of the
Court Government—water rates in Perth
increased by 45.8 per cent; excess water
charges by 102 per cent; and sewerage
rates by 72.4 per cent, making an average
increase for those three items of 75.4 per
cent. The significant aspect is that these
increases directly affected the housing
component of the CPI, The significance
of these excessive Increases is evidenced
by a 67 per cent increase in this subgroup
in the two-year perlod. This is the highest
in the housing group of the CPI for that
period. This group increased by 67 per
cent in Perth, and 49 per cent in the rest
of Australia.

In certain cases a bookkeeping fee was
charged.

Mr P. V. Jones: What bookkeeping fee?

Mr H. D. EVANS: The charge that was
levied on certain State Housilng Commis-
sion clients. This was the management fee.

Mr P. V. Jones: A management fee of
$5 per month.

Mr H. D. EVANS: The essential point
was that through these increased charges
the housing group of the CPI was con-
fronted with a 67 per cent increase in
Perth and a 49 per cent increase In the
rest of Australia.

The rents on State Government-owned
houses increased by 61.1 per cent in Perth
in the last two years and, on private
dwellings, by 30.1 per cent. Land title
transfer fees increased by 15 per cent and
the housing group increase in Western
Australia was 44.1 per cent.

The total aspect of increase in charges,
levies, and taxes of this sort does not stop
there, It i5s passed on into the rural and
country areas and as a consequence the
increase in costs of farm Inputs must
necessarlly rise. The costs of water and
irrigation, of electricity, and of cartage
and transport have, to a very large extent,
eroded the net income of the farming com-
munity.
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The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Blaikie):
The Deputy Leader of the Opposition has
ancther five minutes.

Mr H. D. EVANS: I would have liked to
develop that theme to some dezgree because
you, Mr Acting Speaker, and others of
similar experience know that the difficul-
ties charges, especlally in the south-west,
have caused, have heen very slgnificant
indeed. This Is not to the credit of this
Government because these increases have
outstripped wages by a considerable
amount and were unnecessary to a very
large extent.

Before he departed the Premier referred
to the new federalism. It 1s interesting to
go through the file and to note how the
agreement of the Premlers suddenly
changed. There was a certain amount of
chagrin as they reallsed the small print
was just not in the interests of the States.
The clalm that the new federallsm will
hand back power to the States cannot be
substantiated. What it will do in the uit!-
mate 1s make the States even more
dependent on the Federal Government and
its centralism will be compounded through
the economy.

This year there 15 certainly a guaran-
tee that there will be no decrease in the
amount received by the State. General
revenue willl increase by somewhere be-
tween 10 and 12 per cent, but the Premliers
hed hoped for something more llke 20 per
cent,

Wheat will happen in connection with loan
funds and specific purpose grants we are
not sure, but we have a good idea when we
recall what happenedq to the funds made
available, especially for sewerage. Let me
remind the House that the area of the
metropolitan reglon which 1s unsewered
has increased over the last 10 years. An
eflort was made by the Whitlam Govern-
ment to rectify this, but now the trend
with the metropolitan area will continue
and there will be an increasing amount
of unsewered land. This is something which
should not happen to a pearl of a city llke
Perth.

Mr Sodeman: Would you not agree that
mitlam wrecked the economy of Austra-

a

Mr Jamleson: No. He changed it. He
put all those things In that you like and
you are not prepared to admit it.

Mr H. D. EVANS: Some of the achieve-
ments in certain areas such as education
were far greater than they had been for
the past 20 years.

Mr Jamieson: If MacMahon had been
there you would never have got it.

Mr Sodeman: Nonsense.

Mr H. D. EVANS: The Premiers do not
know what loan funds and specific pur-
pose grants they will get. If they are to
maintain at thelr present level the facill-
tles and services which we have come to
expect they have one alternative. They
have been told very clearly that they must
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cut back on pubiic spending. Works like
sewerage ' will come under the cleaver.
Therefore the Premiers will have to ralse
a surcharge in their own States and this
will come back to a second tax. The West
Ausiralian devoted an editorial to this and
I think it summed up the situatlon very
neatly and took to task very severely the
explanation the Premler tried to make
away with. It simply points out that the
euphoria which surrounded the Premiers’
Conference, especially in connectlon with
the income tax sharing, had disslpated to
a large degree. It made the analogy of the
housewife who received s blg increase, but
found she had to make her capital com-
mitment from that same source.

The total balance is yet to come when
the States know what they will receive
in the Federal Budget this year and it
will be only then that we can get a clear
idea of how the States have been treated.
On present indications it is quite
optimistic but the new federalism will
ultimately bring about a degree of cen-
tralissn which is rather frightening to
contemplate because of the economic
dependence the States will finally have
on Canberra,

I wholeheartedly support the motion.

MR GRAYDEN (South Perth—Minister
for Lahour and Industry) [11.26 p.m.]: I
find the motion by the Leader of the
Opposition an extraordinary one and it is
extraordinary for one main reason; that
is, that it leaves the Opposition open to
a charge of misleading the public—

Mr Nanovich: Hear, hear!

Mr GRAYDEN: —with the object of
gaining some political advantage which
can be described only as fraudulent.

Mr T. H. Jones: You know all about
that.

Mr GRAYDEN: One has only to look at
the part of the motion dealing with unem-
ployment in particular. I say that the
intention of the motlon is to give the im-
pression to the public that Western Aus-
tralia has an unemployment problem In
isolation from the rest of the States.

Mr Jamieson: It was never said, and
you know it. You speak properly. Cut out
your nonsense.

Mr GRAYDEN: It was a carefully
worded statement. I am mther pleased
{o hear the denial by the Leader of the
Opposition,

Mr Jamieson: If you had stayed and
heard the case you might have known
more about it,

Mr GRAYDEN: He says he does not
want to give the impression that Western
Australia has the worst unemployment.

Mr Jamieson: I did not say that, either.
You made a statement quite different
from that.
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Mr GRAYDEN: The Leader of the
Opposition cannot have it both ways.

Mr Jamieson: Nor c¢an you—and don’t
correct your speech to alter what you
first said.

Mr GRAYDEN: He has set out in this
statement to give the impression that
Western Australia has an unemployment
problem in isolation from the rest of the
States.

Mr Jamieson: No it did not at all—at
no time.

Mr Bryce: Just read the motion,
Several members interjected.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I ask
members of the Opposition to give the
Minister an opportunity to develop his
speech. One interjection at a time is quite
sufficient.

Mr Skidmore: I am quite sure we can
deal with him later, Mr Deputy Speaker.

Mr GRAYDEN: The thing is that if a
firm in this State or any other State went
cut of its way to mislead by false adver-
tisements it would be brought before the
Trade Practices Commission under the
Trade Practices Act. That is what would
happen to it.

Mr T. H. Jones: That has no relationship
to the argument at all.

Mr GRAYDEN: If a criminal set out in
this State to mislead with the object of
defrauding, what would happen? He would
be charged. An Opposition in this Par-
liament can go out of its way with the
intent of misleading and defrauding, and
it would appear it is perfectly legitimate,
but I emphasise again that it is precisely
what the Opposition has done—

Mr Skidmore: Tell us how.

Mr GRAYDEN: —because the figures
which ecan be produced and which are
absolutely indisputable give the lie to the
itrinputation in this motion of the Opposi-

on,

The Premier referred {o some flgures
and I think they should be emphasised in
order to find out whether any members of
the Opposition object to them. As far as
I am concerned they are official figures
and cannot be disputed. They are compiled
from the monthly review of the employ-
ment situation, and are put out by the De-
partment of Employment and Industrial
Relations—the only real authority.

I intend to go through the figures, month
by month, for the last 12 months com-
mencing with July, 1975. In Western Aus-
tralia the percentage of unemployed was
3.51 per cent. The figures are seasonally
adjusted. The figure for New South Wales,
for the same period, was 4.89 per cent. For
Victoria it was 5.23 per cent; for Queens-
land, 5.91 per cent; for Tasmania, 4.15 per
cent; and, as I said, for Western Australia
it was 3.51 per cent—the lowest of all the
States. Those were the flgures for July,
1975.
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The figures far August, 1975, were: New
South Wales, 5.20 per cent: Victoria 5.09
per centd; Queensland, 6.51 per cent; South
Australia, 4.09 per cent; Tasmania, 4.33
per cent; and for Western Australia—again
the lowest percentage of unemployed—
the figure was 3.58 per cent. That compari-
son is not merely with South Australia or
with Victoria; bui{ with all the States.

Point of Order

Mr BRYCE: On a point of order, Mr
Deputy Speaker, I would like to inquire
whether you would permit me to move to
take the necessary action to allow the
Minister to incorporate all these tedious
fipures into his speech in order that he
may continue with his contribution to the
debate.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: There 1s no
point of order. Will the Minister resume.

Debate Resumed

Mr GRAYDEN: I can well imagine that
the member for Ascot does not want these
figures quoted in the House.

The figures for September, 1975, were:
New South Wales, 5.48 per cent; Vietoria,
4.88 per cent; Queensland, 6.41 per cent;
South Australia, 4.50 per cent; Tasmania,
4,39 per cent; and Western Australia, 4.08
per cent—again the lowest percentage of
unemployed of all the States of the Com-
monwealth.

I will now quote the fizures for October.
In New South Wales the percentage of
unemployed was 5.58 per cent; in Vie-
toria, 5.04 per cent; in Queensland. 6.22
per cent: in South Australla, 4.66 per
cent; in Tasmania, 5.04 per cent; and in
Western Australia the fipure was 4.32 per
cent—argain the lowest of all the States.

Mr Skidmore: They have already gone
up, though,

Mr GRAYDEN: I do not know that
there is much point in giving the figures
month by meonth. However, I will pro-
ceed to the next month.

Mr Jamieson: Put them all in.

Mr GRAYDEN: The figures for Novem-
ber, 1975, were: New South Wales, 4,95 per
cent; Victoria, 5.16 per cent; Queensland,
5.40 per cent; South Australia, 4.75 per
cent; Tasmania, 537 per cent; and for
Western Australia the figure was 4.47 per
cent.

Mr Skidmore: It is still going up.

Mr GRAYDEN: The figures for Decem-
ber were: New South Wales, 5.05 per cent,
Victoria, 4.72 per cent; Queensland, 4.79
per cent; South Australia, 4.31 per cent;
Tasmania, 5.27 per cent; and Western
Australia, 4.37 per cent—in that case, the
second lowest State.

So I could go through the flgures month
by month, They date from July, 1975, to
June, 1976. In eight out of the 12 months
Western Australia had the lowest figures



[Wednesday, 4 August, 1976)

of all the States. In the remaining four
months, Western Australia had the second
lowest flgures. In other words, Western
Australin had the lowest percentage of
unemployed of all the States during the
year 1975-76.

Notwithstanding those flgures produced
b¥ the Department of Employment and In-
dustrial Relations, which are accepted by
all sections of the community, the Opposi-
tlon has moved a motion and has the
temerity to claim that unemployment has
increased by 180 per cent since the present
Premler came to office, despite his assur-
ance that he would sclve the problem.
Without any doubt at all, the Premler
has solved the problem in so far as he has
done better than any other Premlier in
Australia.

The Premier of this State has achleved
the lowest flgure of unemployment and
that cannot be disputed. I challenge any
member of the Opposition to dispute the
figures by way of guestion.

Mr Skidmore: Let me have the figures
for this year,

Mr GRAYDEN: Obviously, members op-
posite will have to produce something
which is false because the flgures are
clear.

Mr Bertram: Has the Minister anything
else to talk about?

Several members interjected.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Ordert Wil
the Minister for Labour and Industry re-
sume his seat. I belleve members ought
to have some regard for the job which
Hansard is required to do in this place.
It might be very good fun for members to
Interject on the Minister, but it is not
fair to Hansard and I do not believe it
reflects to the credit of this Chamber. 1
ask for fewer interjections, and I eall on
the Minister for Labour and Industry to
continue his speech.

Mr GRAYDEN: I will now quote the
December unemployment figures, which are
quite significant. I do not know where
the Opposition plucked the figure of 180
per cent from. It must be a seasonally
adjusted figure.

Mr Bryce: It is not.

Mr GRAYDEN: It must be. The official
flgures have not been on a seasonally
adjusted basis for more than two years.

Mr Bryce: Where did you obtain the
flgures?

Mr Skidmore: Would the Minister table
the flrures which he quoted so that we
can look at them?

Mr Bryce: Would the Minister quote
the figures for the varlous regions?

Mr GRAYDEN: The member {s confus-
ing the issue. The Leader of the Oppost-
tion said earffer he had used seasonally
;?jll-lzst.ed figures, which would have been

gher.

Mr Jamleson: That is right.
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Point of Order

Mr SKIDMORE: On a point of order,
Mr Deputy Speaker, I ask whether the
Minister will table the flgures he has
quoted. I was unable to obtain a copy
of the figures.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: As I under-
stood the Minister for Labour and Indus-
try, it was his intention to table the paper
for the information of members, and I
ask that that be done,

Mr GRAYDEN: I will do so as soon as
1 complete my speech, which I think is the
normal procedure.

Mr Sodeman: Everybody knew that,

Debate Resumed

Mr GRAYDEN: Members of the Oppo-
sition have plucked a flgure out of the
air—180 per cent. They have dellberately
gone out of their way to avoid meniion-
ing the national figure for the same
period, which was an increase of 236 per
cent. So in comparison with the Com-
monwealth figure of 236 per cent, even
on the fleures which have been advanced
by the Opposition Western Australia with-
out question has done extraordinarily well.

The interesting point about the whole
question of unemployment is that the
situation which has arisen in Australla
was brought about directly as a conse-
quence of the Whitlam Government's
financial policies, and no-one can deny
that. We know that when the Whitlam
Government abolished tariffs it virtually
destroyed the clothing Industry in Aus-
tralia. What happened when those tariffs
were so savagely slashed? Clothing fac-
tory after clothing factory throughout
Australia closed down and the individuals
concerned were but out of employment.
The Whitlam Government went out of its
way to slash tariffs simply toc cause a
flood of foreign goods into Australle and
reduce prices.

The Whitlam Government knew when it
cut those tariffs that it would cause mas-
sive unemployment. The unions which re-
presented the clothing workers approached
the Federal Government and pointed out
what would happen, but the Gov-
ernment ignored their pleas, The tariffs
were slashed and the clothing industry
came to a standstill, Hundreds and
thousands of people working in the ¢loth-
ing Industry were dismissed from their
employment. That 1s only one of the
policles which were put into effect by the
Whitlam Government.

We know what happened in respect of
the development of resources in Austra-
lin. We saw mining come to a standstill
as a result of the policles of the Whitlam
Government. It wanted 100 per cent Aus-
tralian ownership before it would permit
the development of many resources. Now,
of course, we are paying the penalty.

Mr B. T. Burke: Ownership in what?
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Mr GRAYDEN: Every mining project
in Australia, Mining went into moth
balls. Since then inflation has caught up
and the confidence of investors has been
shattered. Consequently, it will take time
to get projects off the ground, but the
Commonwealth Government and the State
Government are starting to succeed in
that long, slow task.

Mr Bertram: It is slow, all right.

Mr GRAYDEN: The Whitlam Govern-
ment slashed those tarifis when it knew
it would cause massive unemployment. It
did what I have already described to the
mining industry throughout Australia, not
only in Western Australia, knowing what
effect it would have on the Australian
economy and employment generally. And
what else did it do? If removed every
taxation incentive it could think of which
would have caused investment in industry,
and it removed every taxation incentive
in the rural areas—incentives which had
originally been given for the express pur-
pose of encouraging development of those
industries. In the light of those kinds of
policies which were put into effect, what
else could we expect?

Mr Skidmore: Could you be more
specific?

Mr GRAYDEN: The Commonwealth
Minister for Labour talked in terms of
his own Government having an obligation
to resign if the unemployment figure
passed 250 000.

Mr B. T. Burke: What about this 100
per cent ownership?

Mr GRAYDEN: When unemployment
reached the 250000 mark, the PFederal
Minister for Labour decided, of course,
it was much more prudent for him and
his Government to remain in office. It
remained in office and shortly afterwards
the unemployment figure was up to 300 000
and people were talking in terms of 400 000
and 500 000, all as a result of the policies
of the Whitlam Government.

Mr Bertram: What is the figure now?

Mr GRAYDEN: In those circumstances,
for members on the other side of the
House to suggest in a motion such as this
that Western Australla is in isolation as
far as unemployment is concerned—

Mr Bertram: Does it do that?

Mr GRAYDEN: —is a deliberate at-
tempt on the part of the Opposition to
deceive the public for the purpose of galn-
ing some cheap political advantage.

Mr Bryce: Do you remember 1972 and
1973?

Mr GRAYDEN: The Opposition Is In ex-
actly the same class as a firm which de-
ceives the public by false advertising and
which would therefore be brought hefore
the Trade Practices Commission. In what
it is doing the Opposition is In exactly
the same situation as a criminal who goes
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out to mislead with the object of de-
frauding people. If it is contrary to the
law for an individual in private industry
to make statements such as those made by
the Opbposition, and if 1t is unlawful for
a criminal to mislead and defraud people,
why should the Opposition in this House
be permitted to make statements which
are clearly designed to mislead?

The SPEAKER: I trust the Minister is
not reflecting on the Chalr.

Mr Bertram: He s reflecting on our in-
telligence,

Mr GRAYDEN: No, Mr Speaker, I take
exception to the fact that members of the
Opposition in this House are using the
last session of this Parliament to dis-
seminate what Is to my mind palpably
false propaganda. They are showing dis-
respect for this Parlinment and using it
purely as a means of disseminating false
political propaganda. This motion {falls
into that category. Every statement in the
motion 1s palpably false and designed to
mislead,

Mr Bryce: That is an outrage.

Point of Order

Mr JAMIESON: On a point of order, Mr
Sceaker, as I have moved this motion I
take strong exception to the remark that
every statement in 1t is false. Surely the
Minister must be asked to retract his
remark. The motion was moved in good
faith, and what the Minister has sald is
more than he can say without positively
proving his statement.

The SPEAKER: The Leader of the Op-
position requests the Minister to withdraw
his statement.

Mr GRAYDEN: I will ceriainly with-
draw the statement.

Debate Resumed
Mr GRAYDEN: I do not know precisely
what the Leader of the Opposition is ob-
jecting to. His motion reads—

(a) the Premier has presided over the
highest inflation in Australla, de-
spite his election assurance that
inflation could be beaten to a
substantial degree State by State;

That is palpably an untrue statement. The
motion continues—
(b) unemployment has increased by
180 per cent since the Premler
came Into office, despite his as-
surances that he could solve the
prohlem;

As far as I am concerned, that is untrue
because members of the Opposition have
said the figure Is on a seasonably adjusted
basis.

Mr Bryce: It is not.

Mr GRAYDEN: The Leader of the Op-
position said it was.
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Mr Jamieson: I did not. I sald that the
seasonahly adjusted figures for the work
force were worse.

Mr GRAYDEN: It is possible to get a
seasonably adjusted figure only for the
past two years, so his figures are false.
The motion continues—

(c) the Government has actively ap-
proved and promoted a system of
so-called new Federalism which
will lead to major cutbacks in
necessary public works and com-
munlty services, with a consequent
rise in unemployment, and the
tmposition of a second income tax
on Western Australians;

Now again I would say the bultk of that

paragraph is palpably false. Then Wwe

come to paregraph (d' which reads—
there have been unprecedented
increases in an unprecedented num-
her of taxes and charges,

Again that is false. In these circum-
stances I cannot guite see what the Leader
of the Opposition was objecting to when
he asked for the withdrawal of remarks.

1 come right back to the point which
is that in moving a motion such as this,
the Opposition has gone out of its way
to mislead the public in order to gain
cheap political advantage, and to my mind
that is the equivalent of a criminal seek-
ing to gain by fraud.

We have heard a great deal about unem-
ployment but I peint out that we have
an extraordinary record in this regard.
In eight of the last 12 months Western
Australin had the lowest percentage of
unemployment cof all the Australian States.
For the remaining four months we had
the second lowest incidence of unemploy-
ment.

Mr Bryvce:
tion?

Mr GRAYDEN: Because we had the
lowest unemployment for eight months
and the second lowest for four months,
we have the best record of all the States
in regard to unemployment.

Mr Skidmore: Rubbich!

Mr GRAYDEN: We have the best
record, and yet the Opposition seeks to
give to the people of Western Australia
the impression conveyed in the motion.
It is for this reason that I take excepticn
to the wording of the motion,

Mr H, D. Evans: But you were going
to cure it altogether before March, 1974.

Mr GRAYDEN: The Premier spoke of
the disadvantages as far as Western Aus-
tralin is concerned in regard to the inci-
dence of unemployment. The Premier men-
tioned that in Western Australia 1600
Aborigines have made application for
unempleyment benefits. We have 27000
or so Aborigines in our State and I would
be extremely surprised if there were 200
Aborigines in Victoria.

What is the current posi-

1549

Mr Clarko: No full hloods.

Mr GRAYDEN: The position would be
similar in New South Wales. Queensland,
and South Australia would have a few
more Aborigines.

Mr Jamieson: It is a pity you did not
use that argument in 1972.

Mr GRAYDEN: As a result of our large
Aboriginal population, we have 1600
unemployed on our bhooks who would not
be shown on the hooks of the other States.
That is one aspect of the figures. The
next aspect is a really significant one.
In previous years itinerant workers
migrated from Victoria to New South
Wales and then to Queensland, or vice
versa. The workers moved between those
three States. However, because of the
reputation of the Court Government.
people throughout Australia now think of
Western Australin as a forward-moving
State and the pattern of the itinerant
workers has changed. These people from
the Eastern States are now coming to
Western Australia in very large numbers
indeed. In fact, the other day we saw a
report that 50 per cent of the people
applying for jobs at a quarry just north
of Perth and not far from the metro-
politan area were either from the Eastern
States or from New Zealand.

Mr Bertram: How many are going east?

Mr GRAYDEN: So we have this great
influx of people to Western Australia;
those who cannot obtain jobs in Queens-
tand, New South Wales, South Australia,
Vietoria, Tasmania, or New Zealand.

Mr Davies: Can they get jobs in West-
ern Australia?

Mr GRAYDEN: They come here to
Western Australia, and one of the first
things they do on arrival is to apply for
unemployment benefits. So even though
our unemployment figures are the best of
all the States, they have been swollen by
this new development, this phenomenon
that has cccurred in the last eight or nine
months. We suddenly had this great influx
of workers, and it has been suggested that
the bituminising of the Eyre Highway is
& contributing factor.

Mr Davies: What surveys have you
undertaken in this regard?

Mr GRAYDEN: This is a most interest-
ing feature and it is to the credit of our
Government that it has been able {o cope
with this influx as well as the fact that
we have these 1600 Aborigines on our
books which they do not have in the East-
ern States.

Mr Bryce: Were they on our books when
we were in Government?

Mr GRAYDEN: Desplte this we have the
best record of any State in the Common-
wealth as far as unemployment is con-
cerned. As the Premier pointed out and
emphaslsed, in the last two-year period
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Western Australia is the only State where
more pecple are now employed than form-
erly. Why is this? It is purely and simply
because of the Initiatlve and the bold
methods adopted by the Government in
order to attract industry to the State.

It is rather Interesting that the first
task undertaken by the Praser Gavernment
was to hailt inflation. I think members
on the other side of the House would have
been dismayed to see a month or so ago
that inflation had been reduced to the
vicinity of 13 per cent as a consequence
of the policies of the Federal Govern-
ment. What a wonderful achievement. If
there is one way to overcome unemploy-
ment it is by reducing inflation. The Fed-
eral Government, with the support of the
non-Labor States, has already achleved a
reductlon to 13 per cent.

Mr Skidmore: That 15 not so.

Mr GRAYDEN: What an Incredible
achievement. As a result of this, what do
we now find in the business sector? I have
here a circular distributed by one of the
leading sharebrokers in Perth. I would
like to read some of it because I believe
that if we want an Indication of the state
of the economy we should look at the share
market. This circular is dated the 26th
July, 1578, and 1t reads—

Recently, buoyant trading on the
Australian Stock Exchange has taken
share Indices to new peaks. Trading
has reflected the steadlly increasing
confidence of the larger institutions
In the medlum-term prospects of the
economy, while private clients have
also displayed keen interest. Led by
the mining sector, which is expected
to beneflt first from the strong recov-
ery now under way in the USA and
Japan, share prices through all sectors
have continued with Increased
momentum to consolidate the gains of
the past few weeks.

In our view, the market has poten-
tial for {further considerable gains.
Strong leadership at both govern-
ment and board room level, an upturn
in the American, and more import-
antly Japanese economiles, and a
return of confident local and over-
seas Institutional Investors—are the
ingredients needed. All these are
becoming slowly evident. As well, we
believe inflation should record a sig-
nificant downturn during 1976-77, and
there will be a strong case for the
government to lower the long-term
bond rate. This will have bullish

«  implications for the stock market, and
encourage corporate horrowers back
into the capital markets to borrow
funds for Investment programmes.

There is no point in my continuing to
read this.

Mr Carr: Very true.

The SPEAKER: The Minister his flve
minutes.

[ABSEMBLY]

Mr GRAYDEN: This circular is a good
indication that confidence 1s returning.
Throughout Australia sharebrokers are
sending similar letters to their clients.
They are saying that inflation is bheing
reduced and confidence in industry Is
returning.

Mr Bertram: What would you expect
them to say?

Mr GRAYDEN: This 1s very different
from what they have been saying for the
last three years. The implication s this:
buy shares and participate in the new
upsurge. This is the sort of confidence
that has been restored in Australa in the
few months the Praser Government has
been in office.

Mr T. H. Jones: Where are all the new
industries you have been talking about in
Western Australia?

Mr GRAYDEN: This confidence is also
the result of policies adopted by the
Premier and his Government.

Mr T. H. Jones: Where are all these
new industries in Western Australia that
you have mentioned?

Mr GRAYDEN: Has the member for
Collie been reading the newspaper articles
in respect of the Perseverance project?
Does he think that project would have got
off the ground 18 months ago under the
Whitlam Government? Has he read about
what is happening on the north-west
shelf? The honourable member does not
want to talk about that.

People in business circles are so con-
fident that an upsurge will occur in the
Australian economy that they are recom-
mending that the public should invest. I
recommend that the member for Collie
should take their advice; if he does not
he will rue the day.

The thing to which I take exception Is
the fact that the Opposition, in moving
a motion like this, has lald itself open
to the charge that it is deliberately mis-
leading the people of Western Australia
for the sole purpose of gaining a cheap
political advantage. The means to which
the Opposition has resorted in this in-
stance are in my opinion fraudulent in
the extreme, I think it is disgraceful that
the Leader of the Opposition has made
his first major speech in this place in
his present pesition in the terms in which
he spoke tonight. I find it incredible
that he should move such & motion as
this and speak to it in the way he did.
I hope, of course, that the motion will be
defeated.

The table of unemployment flgures was
placed on the Table of the House.

MR HARMAN (Maylands) [12.02 a.m.]:
We have Just llstened to a typleal speech
from the Minister for Labour and Indus-
try and the member for South Perth.

Mr Nanovich: A good speech.
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Mr HARMAN: In his speech he did
what he always does: that is, he made
all sorts of outlandish statements with-
out guoting any source or giving any
proof. That is what he usually does, and
on this ocecasion he ran true to form.

I would like to remind the Minister of
what he said in 1972 when he entered
into a debate on unemployment. On that
oceasion the debate revolved around what
was happening in Western Australia, and
I think the same should apply on this
occasion, Mr Speaker, one can quote all
the figures in the world and present all
the arguments in the world; but I want
you to place yourself in the position of
parents with young families with one or
two members of the families getting to
the stage where they are about to look
for employment, If you think about that
situation for a& moment and remember
that in Western Ausiralia we have some-
thing like 11 people after each vacancy,
you will appreclate that every mother and
father in Western Australia must be very
concerned about the prospects of employ-
ment of their children. This is a situation
which concerns people who live in West-
ern Australia; it concerns the Government
of this State, and it concerns the Opposi-
tion of this State.

Mr Jamieson: It doesn't seem to con-
¢-rn the Minister for Labour and Industry,
though,

Mr HARMAN: I do not think anything
concerns him, because in his speech
tonight he demonstrated his absolute
hypocrisy. He has displayed that not only
tonight but on many other occasions., Let
us see what he had to say on the 16th
August, 1972, as recorded on page 2615 of
Hansard for that year.

Mr Bryce: I think he won an academy
award that night.

Mr HARMAN: I wish to quote the last
paragraph of his speech, and we must
remember that at{ that time he was in
Opposition and was attacking the Tonkin
Government for its record in the achieve-
ment of employment for the people of
Western Australla. He was endeavouring
to illustrate that the problem was caused
by the Tonkin Government. He did not
present figures from around Australia, but
centred his argument on what was hap-
pening in Western Australla, which is
different from what he did tonight. This
is what he said—

I did not intend to speak tonight, but
I would like to stress that there s
tremendous scope for the Government
to exercise some sort of Initiative to
correct the present positlon as far
as the downturn in the economy of
Western Australia is concerned.

There we have it.

Mr Grayden: Have what?

Mr HARMAN: There we have the situa-
tion tenight. The Minister for Labour and
Industry has said, “Western Australia is
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doing okay:; we have something like 4.2
per cent of our people unemployed, but we
are doing all right in comparison with the
other States. So we in Western Australia
do not have to worry or exercise any in-
itiative to resolve the problem.” As far
as the Minister is concerned, so long as
there is this pool of unemployed in West-
ern Australia he and other members of
the Government are quite happy.

Mr Rushton: That is an untrue state-
ment for a start.

Mr HARMAN: The Minister for Labour
and Industry is quite happy to see that
there are people in Western Australia who
have not the opportunity to obtain em-
plovment for at least 12 months after
leaving school, and possibly longer. In
previous years school leavers have had the
opportunity to obtain employment at least
within six months of leaving school. That
situation no longer applies in Western
Australia, and the Minister for Labour and
Industry is quite happy about that.

Mr Grayden: That is not so.

Mr HARMAN: In effect he is laughing
because there are children leaving school
in this State who have not the opportunity
to find employment.

Mr Old: Cut it out.

Mr HARMAN: Apparently the rest of
the members of the Government agree with
the Minister for Labour and Industry,
beeause that is exactly what they are doing.

Mr Clarko: The Federal Labor Gov-
ernment was quite brutal to Australian
unemployment.

Mr HARMAN: The reason that we have
this massive unemployment in Western
Australia is the inaction of the Premier of
this State and the members of his Gov-
ernment. It is the result of their fallure
to teke any initiative, and that is just
what the Minister for Labour and Industry
was complaining about when he was in
Opposition in 1972; that 1s, he sald it was
the responsibility of the State Government
to take some initiative.

Mr Grayden: The State Government is
taking the initiative, and that is why it
has a better record than any other State
Government.

Mr HARMAN: If the State Government
is taking any initiative, it is not demon-
strated in the employment figures. I put
it to the Minister for Labour and Industry
that he should think abput the parents in
Bunbury, Albany, Kalgoorlie, and Northam
who continue to live in the country for
the good of the State and who are looking
farward to their children obtaining em-
ployment in those areas. But what do we
find? Unemployment is Increasing by
something like 200 and 300 per cent In
some towns. That is really what this motion
is all about.

I do not wish to present any figures
tonight to show the Government that there
is record unemployment in Western Aus-
tralia. T do not wish to produce figures to
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tell the Government that inflation is
rampant in Western Australia. It must
be very obvious to even a grade 7 student
that we have unemployment and inflation
in this State.

Mr Shalders: Does inflation worry you?

Mr HARMAN: It certainly does worry
me; 1 think it should worry every member
of this Parliament, because if inflation is
allowed to continue on its present course
it spells definite problems for Western
Australia and Australia as a whole,

Mr Grayden: Why do you say that it
worries every member of this Parliament?
It may worry you but it does not worry
your colleagues.

Mr Blaikie: The Leader of the Oppo-
sition said that inflation never killed any-
body.

Mr Jamieson: I did not say that!

Mr Blaikie: Yes you did.

Point of Order
Mr JAMIESON: Mr Speaker, I take a
puoint of order regarding an interjection
which I would like corrected. The state-
ment was made that I said, “Inflation
never killed anybody”.

The SPEAKER: Order! Is the Leader
of the Opposition asking for a with-
drawal of the remark?

Mr JAMIESON: I merely point out that
I did not make such a statement during
the course of this debate.

The SPEAKER: Order! I will take it
that the Leader of the Opposition dis-
agrees with the remark and that there is
a difference of opinion.

Debate Resumed

Mr HARMAN: A grade 7 student in
Western Australia would have to be aware
that, on the face of the flgures, there is
massive unemployment in this State. The
figures have risen in the last 23 years from
7000 people unemployed to 21 060 people
without jobs. From those figures, one
would have to conclude there has been an
increase in unemployment. One would
also have to agree there has heen an
increase in inflation; no-one here tonight
has denied that.

In the period since World War II, this
particular Government would have to be
the most incompetent, inefficient, inept,
inferior, inhuman, insensitive, insolent,
and, abhove all, insufferable Government
we have had in Western Australia.

Sir Charles Court: What a joy it is to
be in Opposition; you must have stayed
up all night working that out.

Mr HARMAN: I listened last night to a
speech by the member for Mt. Hawthorn
and received inspiration from him.

Sir Charles Court: You have amazed
even the member for Mt. Hawthorn!

[ASSEMBLY]

Mrs Craig: You have woken him up!

Mr HARMAN: Members opposite seem
to think it is guite a joke. However, I
am sure the people of Western Australia
are not very happy about the fact that
they are looking at the passibility that
their sons and daughters may not he able
to find employment when they leave school.
The reason for this—

Mr Clarko: Is the Federal Labor Gov-
ernment.

Mr HARMAN: —is the lack of action
by this Government. It has had ample
opportunity to take firmm steps to over-
come the problem but has not done so.

What really concerns me is the lack of
sincerity displayed by this Government.
When it went to the people in 1974 it said
to the people, “We will provide you with
the opportunities for employment and
with an economic environment in which
you will he able to secure a permanent
nposition and bhe able to achieve all sorts
of things as a result.” The Premier built
up amongst the people of Western Aus-
tralia a great expectation that he would
cure the economic problems confronting
Western Australia at that time; namely,
inflation and unemployment.

However, the Premier has failed to
achieve that objective and it is no wonder
that we now have reached the stage where
people are really concernad about their
future. They put their trust in the Lib-
eral Party and the National Country Party
in the belief that the coalition could resolve
the problems facing Western Australia at
that time; but in 23 years of Government,
the coalition has not been able to achieve
its ambition. So, we have this very nasty
situation where people do not really know
what it is all about. They are losing
confidence in the Government and are
turning their attention now towards what
:ll;e Australian Labor Party proposes for

em.

To add to that, I should like to refer
to some of the promises made by the
Premier during that period and sinece
relating to the relief of unemployment in
Western Australla. Ahout 18 months ago,
the Premier referred to a State-conirolled
unemployment relief programme; he said
he would activate it himself and provide re-
lief for the unemployed. That was a very
bold stetement, and appeared in The West
Australian newspaper. However, we have
not heard one word of that scheme since
it was first proposed.

The Premier also sald he would bring
forward labour intensive works pro-
grammes to provide jobs for some of the
unemployed. We have had no further
news of that proposal. These are state-
ments which the people of Western Aus-
tralia read and upon which they built
their aspirations and expectations.
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The next statement made by the Pre-
mier was in 1972 when he stated as fol-
lows—

Given leadership from the top, there
are men in the Public Service and in-
dustry who can go out and take the
necessary action to get people hack
to work again.

I agree that there are people in the Public
Service and in Industry who are quite
capable of taking the initiative and doing
something about the situation. I also
agree with the Premier when he states
they need leadership from the top. How-
ever, what they now lack is that leadership
from the top.

The Premier obviously is going slong
with the policy of the Fraser Government
that the only way to do anything about
inflation is to build up a massive pool of
unemployed—a policy which our State
Government accepts and follows. Accord-
ing to the Fraser Government once that
situation is achieved, some sort of econ-
omic recovery can comInernce.

I helieve it has heen amply pointed out
by many top economists in Australia that
that is not the way in which economic re-
covery in Australia will be achileved. They
point out that If we tighten down the lid
of the economy so tight that we produce
a situation where a large number of people
are out of work, we will reach a stage
where consumers choose to save their
money rather than to spend it which in
turn will create a situation where people
in business withhold investments; &s a
result the time taken for economic recovery
will be much greater.

Therefore, the Fraser policy of defeat-
ing inflation and getting Australia back
on the road again will take something
like two years to achieve, if in fact it is
achieved at all. Personally, I doubt
whether the Fraser Government’s policy
will work because during that time so0
many people will be unemployed that the
Government will change as a result.

It follows that any recovery in a mixed
economy such as ours must he led by the
consumer. TUnless the consumer spends
money, we will not have people investing
in businesses to provide the goods con-
sumers want. The Australian Govern-
ment must provide an environment in
which people once again start spending
money. Once the consumers start spend-
ing money, the business people and the
manufacturers will take the lead and
commence investing once more.

Neither consumers nor Investors will
make any decisions unless they can see
some sort of sincerity coming from the
Government., If one looks at the sincerity
of the Fraser Governmenf one sees that
the first thing Mr Fraser sald was that he
would not dismantle Medibank. I think
he has successfully achieved that aim. He
also sald that he would not do anything
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about the Prices Justification Tribunal. Al-
ready he is starting to do something about
that tribunal.

How is it possible for people in Western
Australia and in Australla as a whole, for
employers, for employees and for the trade
unions to have any sort of confidence in
a Government that has been in office for
only six or seven months but which is al-
ready breaking the promises it made? The
only way we will achleve some sort of
economic recovery in Australia Is for
Governments to be sincere; and the Gov-
ernment in Western Australia has not heen
sincere.

The Premier and his Ministers gave ex-
pectations to the people of Western Aus-
tralla that this Government would do all
sorts of wonderful things that would pro-
vide them with economic security, with
jobs for themselves and their families and
with a way of life for which everyone had
an expectation. The Government has
achieved none of those things. That is
why there is a holding back by consumers
in thelr desire to spend some of their
money. One need only look at some of the
figures. Savings in Australia have risen
and investment has gone down. It is the
result of this insecurity for many people in
Australia which is holding back any sort
of economic recovery,

Tonight the Premier made some re-
marks about federalism. In September,
1975, when the Liberal policy on fede-
ralism was announced by the Leader of
the Oppositlon at that time, Mr Fraser, the
Premier of Western Australia said that it
was a monumental decislon which would
provide the States with all sort of benefits
which previously they had been denfed.

What do we find? When one really ana-
lyses the federalism policy that is now
coming forward one finds that it is not
a monumental decision but a disaster for
Western Australia. The Premier has al-
ready said that he is receiving less money
under the new federalism policy this year.
We do not know what Western Australia
will get in suceseding years but we can
assume that the amount will be no greater
than at present. In fact the Prime Min-
ister is insisting that if the States want
to develop. increase or expand some of their
activities they must ralse the taxes them-
selves. In other words. the States have
to ask the Commaonwealth Government to
raise a surcharge on taxation for purposes
within those States.

It seems fairly obvious from the fizures
that are now coming forward that this
vear the Australian Government will be
piving Western Australia a lot less money
in real terms than it received under the
previous Labor Government. I wish to cite
a few figures to illustrate this point, al-
though I know that all the figures are not
available.

I suppose the most important figure would
be that known as the financial assistance
grant. In 1975-76 the Western Australian
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Government received $363 miilion. In 1976-
1977 it will receive $444 million. That
is an increase of $81 million, In
the previous 12 months the increase for
Western Australia on its previous alloca-
tion under this heading was $97 million.
What do we now find? This year the in-
crease will be only $81 million. When one
allows for an inflation rate of 15 per cent,
in real terms the money able to be spent
will be less than the $81 million. So under
this major heading of Commonwealth as-
sistance to the States we find that this
yvear Western Australia will receive less.

Another heading of money coming to
Western Australia from the Australian
Government is an item called general pur-
pose capital grants, In 1975-76 Western
Australia received $40 million. In 1976-77,
this financial year, the allocation is $42
million, which is an increase of only $2
million, Inflation will well and truly absorb
that increase in terms of the money that
it will be possible to spend in Western
Australia.

In 1975-76 the allocation by the Whit-
lam Government for sewerage was $12.4
million. The allocation this year by the
Fraser Government is $7 million, a de-
crease of $5 million. Yet the Premier has
said that under this policy Western Aus-
tralia will be better off.

I fail to see—and there will be plenty
of time to prove this—how Western Aus-
tralin will be better off under this new
federalism policy of the Fraser Govern-
ment.

I wish to quote from an article in The
Australian of the 21st July, 1976, which is
just after the Premiers’ Conference. It
stated—

In Perth the office of the Premier,
Sir Charles Court, confirmed yester-
day that many major Government
projects would not get off the ground
this financial year. ''There will be
less money, less work, and fewer
jobs”, a senior Treasury official said.
Sewerage will probably be the worst
hit area. Perth is the least sewered
city in Australia partly because its
sandy soil Is so suited to septic tanks.
The Transport Minister Mr O’'Connor
says the State can expect ng extra
capital grants for roads in the com-
ing year and that the planned ex-
pansion of the rural roads programme
will also have to be curtailed. The
Treasury says the whole area of the
capital works is under review, a
euphemism for facing cut-backs, but
will not specify details until the ef-
fects of the Federal Budget is known.

The Premier has said publicly that there
will be less money and that employment
will be a problem. He has said that he
will eonfer with his Cabinet to see whether
they can juggle finances to minimise un-
employment. That is the position as we
see it today. We already have top many
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people out of work in Western Australia
but under this new federalism policy we
will have a lot more pecople out of work.

That is a situation which the Opposi-
tion does not relish. In fact, we helieve
that if the Premier and his Cabinet really
put their minds to it they could do some-
thing to alleviate unemployment in West-
ern Ausfralia, but they are not of a mind
to do that. Why are they not? The
reason is that they want to tie their policy
to the apron strings of the Fraser Gov-
ernment which seeks to defeat inflation by
bhuilding up a massive number of un-
employed. This massive number would re-
present people who want to work, but have
no opportunity to do so because no jobs
are available.

The Australian Government is removing
something like $50 million a week from
the economy of the country. I have al-
ready shown that in Western Australia
over the next 12 months a certain number
of dollars—which we have not yet been
able to calculate—will be removed from
the economy of this State. This will
mean the Government will not be able to
employ as many people as it would like;
it will not be able to carry out the sewer-
age works it would like to implement; and
it will not be able to provide contracts
to the private sector for the carrying out
of various works for the Government.

I have not referred at all fo the loan
programme, in respect of which there has
been a 5 per cent increase in the allecea-~
tion. On the basis of what Is availahle
from revenue to Western Australia we can
see that in the next 12 months there
will be & lot less money for the State;
and that will result in fewer pecple being
employed.

What we are facing is an increase in
unemployment, As a parent and being con-
selous of the aspirations of other parents
in this State, that really disturbs me. We
will have to face up to the inevitability
that our sons and daughters will not be
able to obtain employment and will spend
a great deal of their time on the dole.
This is a situation about which the Aus-
tralian Labor Party believes it can do
something, if given the opportunity.

The Premier made great play—as he has
done on other occasions—about the need
to get back to the days of the 19€0s, and
he claimed that we should recall the great
prosperous times of that era. I want to
remind the House of some of the things
that happened In the 1960s. In so doing I
make the point that what the Premier
15 trying to put before the people of Wes-
tern Australia 1s only an iHuslon, hecause
in the 19605 we had an education system
which was absolutely impoverished. In
those days there was & scarcity of bulld-
ing blocks, and if a person was able to
procure one it cost hlm an enormous
amount of money. At the time there was
an archaic transport system; there was a
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shortage of hospitals and hospital beds;
there was a completely inadeguate com-
munity health service; there was a short-
age of recreational facilities; and there
was a number of impoverished local auth-
orities. That was the real situation in the
1060s, but the Premier likes to make great
play about the prosperity of that era.

Sir Charles Court: Prosperity did come
out of the 1960s.

Mr HARMAN: How did it affect the
people of Western Australia? I have just
shown what happened in that time.

Sir Charles Court: The developments of
the 19605 corrected that.

Mr HARMAN: In 1972 an Australian
Labor Government was elected at Can-
berra, and it declded to change many
things.

Sir Charles Court: It changed them all
right; it ruined the whole country!

Mr HARMAN: It provided the finance
for the States to do something to im-
prove the education system. I am sure
members opposite will be aware that dur-
ing the term of the Whitlam Government
a massive dose of—

Sir Charles Court: Unemployment and
inflation.

Mr HARMAN: —finance was provided
for the education system. I know this up-
sets the Liberal Party and its supporters
in this State. What the Whitlam Govern-
ment really achieved in those years was
to give people a chance to participate in
what happened to them. Prior to that the
opportunity was avallable for Governments
only to direct and dictate as to what hap-
pened to the people In the community.

Mr Sodeman: What did the Governor
of the Reserve Bank say to Dr Calrns?

Mr HARMAN: During that period the
Australian Labor Party worked to a plan,
It did not rely upon ad hoc decisions made
week by week, as is the custom with Lih-
eral Governments. That plan was to pro-
vide some sort of eguallity of opportunity
in education, health, employment, and
housing so that we would not have a sys-
tem of haves and have-nots—a system
which prevails under Liberal Governments.
What the Liberal Party thrives on is in-
equality and privilege, and that is the
state of aflairs it would like {0 maintain,
If it Is able to do so everything wil go
well for the Liberal Party.

However, that is not the policy of the
Australian Labor Party. The policy of the
Labor Party 1s to make sure that the peo-
ple of the community have an equal
opportunity in all the fields I have men-
tioned. As I have said, the Australlan
Labor Party had a plan to remodel the
whole structure of federalism, but unfor-
tunately because of a hostile Senate and
the work done by the Premier of this
State and by some of his colleagues In
other States with Liberal and National
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Country Party Governments, at every op-
portunity steps were taken to prevent the
properly elected Labor Goverment at Can-
berra from achieving its ambition.

The SPEAEER: The honourable mem-
ber has four more minutes.

Mr HARMAN: Finally, the policy of the
ALP was to redistribute the resources of
the country in the most efliclent manner
s0 as to provide the best for all in the
land.

8ir Charles Court; If nothing else, you
are loyal.

Mr HARMAN: In its three years of
office at Canberra, the Labor Government
did not really have full power, but it was
able to achieve some remarkable reforms.

Mr Grayden: What did it achieve in
reducing unemployment and inflation?

Mr HARMAN: The motion moved by
the Opposition attacks the Western Aus-
tralian Government for its failure to do
something about unemployment, which it
promised to do; to do something about
inflation, which it promised to do; and
for its failure to stand up to the Govern-
ment at Canherra, as the Premier said on
many occasions that it should be doing.
The new policy of federalism means that
in Western Australia we will have a great
number of people unemployed, and there
will be a winding down of the economy,
so that the people of this State can look
forward to a situation where they and
their families will not have an oppor-
tunity to gain meaningful employment, or
the opportunity to achieve full satisfac-
tlon in their living standards. In fact,
what we will see will be a reduction in
the living standards in Western Australia,
if the policy of the present Government is
continued, and it persists in adhering to
the policy of the Australian Government.

MR SHALDERS (Murray) [12.40 a.m.]:
It is with some reluctance that I rise to
speak in the debate. My reiuctance is as
a result of only one fact.

Mr Skidmore: You are tired!

Mr SHALDERS: The fact is that the
Premier and the Minister for Labour and
Industry have so completely and utterly
destroyed the arguments of the Leader of
the Opposition that there is very little
left for those on this side to say.

Mr Ekidmore: Having said that, sit
down.

Mr SHALDERS: I say that they
destroyved the arguments of the Leader of
the Opposition because the comments
made by other speakers on the other side,
by way of speech and interjection, were
as cold and inspiring as a plate of bubble
and sgueak.

Mr Bryce: You remember that when
you see the figures after the next election.

Mr Skidmore: How have you got per-
mission to speak tonight?
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Mr Sodeman: We can speak any time
we like. You don't know what you are
talking about.

Mr SHALDERS: I have two reasons for
speaking. The first is the temerity, bluff,
and hide of the Leader of the Opposition
in submitting a meotion that in part criti-
cises the Government over inflation. I will
come back to that aspect later on.
Another point which has caused me to
rise is a statement the Leader of the
Opposition made during the course of his
speech. He said that every person in this
State will be financially worse off, or is
financially worse off, under the present
Government, I intend to submit some
evidence very briefly to show how patently
false is that remark of the leader of the
Opposition.

I refer to the Consumer Price Index
figures as at June of this year. They
show that Western Australia is equal with
Adelaide in having the third lowest CPI
figures in Australia. We are 2.3 points less
than the combined figure for Australia,
over 7 points less than Sydney, which has
the highest figures, and lower than Hobart
as well. We are the third lowest State on
CPI figures in Australia. I repeat that
we are two points under the combined
fizure for all the Australian States.

I come now to the minimum wage rates
in Australla. In May, 1974, when this Gov-
ernment came Into office, the minimum
wage rate in Perth was $77.18. At that
time the highest minimum wage rate in
Australia was in Queensland where it was
$83.64. So the Western Australian rate was
92.2 per cent of the highest rate In Aus-
tralia.

In May, 1976, the Perth minimum wage
rate was $125.12, The highest figure in
Australla in May, 1976, was still Queens-
land with $133.24, and Western Australia
was then 93.9 per cent of the highest
minimum wage rate. In other words, on
the minimum wage rate Western Austra-
lia's relativity has improved by 1.7 per
cent.

Mr Skidmore: Which does not prove a
thing.

Mr SHALDERS: If the shadow Minister
for everything will give his speech later
on, I am sure the other shadow MIinisters
will show confidence in him by deserting
the Chamber and leaving him to it, I
guarantee that will happen. I ask members
to watch their performance.

I would like to bring to the notice of the
House the percentage increases in the cur-
rent average weekly earnings. The Aus-
traltan average weekly earnings at the
present moment is $165.80. It has increased
since March, 1974, by 46.3 per cent, I
repeat that the figures I am quoting now
are for May, 1976, and I will also repeat
that the Australian average weekly wage
was $165.80, an Increase of 46.3 per cent
since the Court Government assumed
office.
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In New South Wales the average weekly
earnings is $168.10, an increase of 46.3 per
cent. The Western Australian average
weekly earnings is $166.50, an increase of
48.9 per cent.

Mr Bryce: Is this another excuse?

Mr SHALDERS: I want to point out that
Western Australia has the second highest
percentage increase of all States In 1its
average weekly earnings, and only point
one of one per cent less than the highest
increase in average earnings, of any State
in Australia.

Mr Bryce: Is this another excuse?

Mr SHALDERS: No it is not an excuse.

Mr Bryce: That was your Premler’s
excuse No. 3. You should have listened to
him,

Mr SHALDERS: It Is not an excuse at
all. It absolutely destroys the argument of
the honourable member’s leader that every
person in Western Australia is worse off
financially under thls Government. If I
may I wish to demonstrate the relativity
of those figures.

In Perth in May, 1974, the average
weekly earnings was $111.80. The highest
average weekly earnings in Australia was
then $116.70 in New South Wales, So the
Western Australian rate was 95.8 per cent
of that of the highest State in Australla.

What is the situation today? In Perth in
May, 1976, the average weekly earnings
was $166.50. The highest averape weekly
earnings In Australia was in New South
Wales with a CPI figure of over seven
points above Western Australia's. The rate
in May In New South Wales was $168.10,
so the Western Australian rate is 99 per
cent of the hilghest rate in Australia.
Western Australians have improved thelr
relativity with New South Wales resi-
dents—who have the highest in Austra-
lin—by 3.2 per cent. Western Australia’s
current CPI figure is 96.5 per cent of the
New South Wales figure, which is the high-
est CPI figure. Yet the average weekly
earnings In Western Australla is 99 per
cent of that of the State with the highest
weekly earnings.

It is patently obvious that Western Aus-
traliang have greatly improved their posi-
tion In relation to all other States of
Australia. There is no question about that.
Therefore, the charge made by the Leader
of the Opposition Is just so wrong that—
I will not stir up a hornet's nest again—
the Minister for Labour and Industry
described it so beautifully when he des-
eribed the efforts of the Opposition on this
motion,

Mr Mclver: Does this high finance mean
that we will treble the housing programme
next vear?

Mr SHALDERS: The Leader of the
Opposition set the rules for debate. He
brought out figures to establish his grounds
for attacking the Government. All I am
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doing is replying to the points raised in
his contributton to the debate and sub-
mitting figures of my own. This brings me
again to the absolute temerity of the
Leader of the Opposition who has the least
right of anyone in the Opposition to raise
or support a moation criticising the Govern-
ment on inflation. At least others do not
have the track record established by the
Leader of the Opposition in his statements
on inflation,

Mr Mclver: I am just delighted to know
that we are financially so well off.

Mr SHALDERS: I wish to draw atten-
tion to statements made by the Leader of
the Opposition. He took exception earlier
in the evening to & point of order
about an interjection. I believe he said he
had never made the statement that infla-
tion never killed anyone. I wish to quote
from page 88 of volume 203 of Hansard, as
follows—

I suggest there is nothing wrong in
letting inflation run the full cycle.
Mr Sodeman: He denied that though.

Mr SHALDERS: To continue—
I feel we do more harm to the com-

munity if we run in and try to stop
inflation.

Obviously he is at loggerheads with the
member for Maylands who said it worried
him. There we have a shadow Minister in
conflict with his leader, and the only
honourable thing the shadow Minister can
do is resign., It is the only possible thing
he can do unless he can reconclle his
statement-—in answer to my interjection,
that he was worried about inflation—with
the staternents of his Ieader.

I helieve that one or two members op-
posite have already threatened to take
some action. So that we get the record
completely stralght I will refer again to
the same page in the same volume of
Hansard. This is very important to mem-
bers opposite because of the point of
order taken by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion. He sald—

So we must let inflation run; it has
never killed anybody.

Mr Sodeman: He denjed that he said
that.

Mr SHALDERS: Those are his words.
Mr Jamieson: Quote all of what I sald.
Mr SHALDERS: The Leader of the Op-
position said—
So we must let inflatlon run; it has
never killed anybody.
Mr Jamleson Do not take my words out
of context,
Mr SHALDERS: They appear in Han-
sard.
Mr Jamieson: Do not take the words
out of context. I have a copy of the
speech right here.

Mr SHALDERS: I am glad the Leader
of the Opposition has returned.
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Mr Jamieson: I hope you will quote me
correctly.

Mr SHALDERS: I am quoting correctly.

er Jamieson: I deny saylng, “Let it
rip”.

Point of Order
Mr CLARKO: On a point of order, Mr
Speaker, the Leader of the Oppositlon has
denied that he sald, “let infiation run”.
It is in Henserd, in black and white,

Mr Jamleson: I did not say that.
Mr Bryce: Mr Speaker—

The SPEAKER: QOrder. I am still Histen-
ing to the member for Karrinyup.

Mr CLARKO: I think the Leader of the
Opposition owes an apology to the House
bti;:js;.;use his words appear In black and
white,

Several members Interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order. I do not think
that is a true point of order, as was the
point raised initially by the Leader of
the Opposition. The Leader of the Op-
position eventually disregarded the possi-
bility of asking for a withdrawal.

I think members need to watch the sltu-
ation with regard to points of order. A
difference of opinion does not constitute
& reason for asking for the withdrawal of
words under a point of order. Differences
of opinion will always oceur in this place;
it is part of the democratic system. The
member for Murray will proceed.

Debate Resumed

Mr SHALDERS: Thank you, Mr Speaker,
I had almost reached the conclusion of
my remarks, anyway. For the Leader of
the Opposition to say that every person
in Western Australia is worse off under
the Court Government is patently wrong
and false as shown by the review of the
CPI and wage figsures I have presented.
I cannot understand also how he could
have the humbug to move a motion which
is critical of the Government's handling of
inflation. It certainly is hypocritical hum-
bug, and I urge members to vote against
the motion,

MR BRYCE {(Ascot) [12,54 am.): I rise
to support the motion moved by the
Leader of the Opposition. I suggest 1f
members opposite were concerned for their
credibility as elected members of Parlia-
ment they, too, would support the motion.

Members opposite have missed the point
of the debate so far tonight because the
motion is hased on the question of credi-
bility. If we are faced with an election
in the very near future members opposite
will be led by a man who will make the
most outrageous promises similar to those
he made in 1974. Members opposite will
follow the Premier meekly and not be
the slightest bit concerned sahout their
credibility as members of Parliament. They
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are obviously not concerned with the state-
ments he made in 1974 with regard to
economic undertakings,

A member: Has not your leader ever
made promises?

Mr BRYCE: I suggest that my leader will
not make statements as outrageous and as
politically deceitful as the statements made
by the present Premier in 1974. At that
time he used his political geiger counter to
find out which way the wind was blowing
and then had the temerity to promise to
solve inflation, State by State. That state-
ment from a man of his political experi-
ence was politically deceitful.

Sir Charles Court: Do not talk nonsense.

Mr BRYCE: No matter which way the
Premier twists or turns we remember the
facts well. In 1974 he gave an under-
taking to the people—the specific wording
has been quoted many times tonight and
I do not intend to repeat it because it is
well known to us in this Chamber—that he
would cure inflation.

I suggest that at the timme of the next
election, whether it is in December, Febru-
ary, or in April, if the Premier believes
the people are interested in a trip to the
moon more than anything else he will
promise them such a trip. At the time
there will be no suggestion of listing
excuses in case his crazy scheme comes
unstuck and he is not able to deliver the
goods.

The Premlier, because of his supreme ego,
believed that he could sell the falsehoed
to the people of Western Australia that
inflation, as an economiec phenomenon,
could be solved State by State.

Mr Sodeman: Do you suggest that
nothing has been done to fight inflation?

Mr BRYCE: I did not suggest that. The
facts are as they have been presented a
number of times this evening. During the
entire three-year period of administration
by the Tonkin Government the rate of
inflation increased by 23.8 per cent. It has
been suggested by one of my colleagues
that that figure was 4.8 per cent below
the national average. That was for the
three-year period. As far as the perform-
ance of this Goverhment 1is concerned,
since March, 1974—which is not a three-
year peripd—the value of the dollar has
already deteriorated to the tune of 41.2
per cent.

Normally, in this Chamber, this sort
of argument would not be very relevant.
Normally it would not be related to the
question of State Government finance or
economic responsibility. It is related only to
the question of credibility. We have & man
who was so desperate for votes that he
was prepared to say anything in order to
win those votes. He made the outrageous
promise to the people of Western Australia
that he would solve inflation.
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No matter what fisures are produced by
members opposite with regard to unem-
ployment or taxes and charges, the point
is they should all be related to the credit-
ibility of the Premlier. He said he could
cure inflation and unemployvment. At the
time the Premier made the promise he did
not provide a list of qualifications. He did
not say that in 24 years’ time his perform-
ance would be compared with the perform-
ances of the other States. He made un-
qualifled promises; that is the point of the
debate.

He has not delivered the goods. His
credibility has folded about him and his
reputation is in ruins because he made
these unqualified promises.

Sir Charles Court: The people have more
sense in interpreting these things than
you appear to have.

Mr BRYCE: I suggest inflation was one
of the principal issues on which the
Premier won in 1974 some of those votes
he needed to put him into office and I
suggest the actual promise in its concep-
tion was deceitful because he knew he had
no chance of delivering the goods.

Despite the expediter—
Mr Bertram; Who?

Mr BRYCE: The famous expediter who
was appointed in a shallow, simplistie, and
laughable attempt fo solve inflation in
Western Australla. Despite the expediter,
the Premier and his Government have been
their own worst enemies because of the
charges and taxes which have already
been referred to in some detall. I will not
go Into the same detail because at this
stage nobody needs to be reminded of the
extent to which the charges have already
been increased.

The point I stress is that the lnereases
which have taken place have greatly
exceeded wage increases and rates of
inflation. That has been proven from this
side of the House; and for the benefit
of the member for Murray, the gobbledy-
gook he presented to this House a few
moments ago in respect of relative wage
rates in Western Australia and other
States did not prove a darned thing. It
was quite clearly proved earlier this
evening that the increases in wage rates
in this State have not kept pace with the
rate of increase in charges imposed by &
Government which gave a bona fide under-
taking to the people of the State that as
a basis of its platform it would set about
curbing taxes and charges. That is a
premise which I again relate to credi-
bility. At the time it was made nothing
was sald in parenthesis to the effect that
it depended on what happened in other
States.

Sir Charles Court: Take the words as
they are quoted and measure them against
our performance, and you will find we
have done just that.
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Mr BRYCE: I spent some time during
question time today doing just that with
this document entitled “Court Government
Policy and Performance”, and I hope the
Premier will take a leaf out of the book of
the Victorian committee investigating the
use of gobbledygook in Government docu-
ments and communications, because if ever
there was a8 document produced by bureau-
crats which constituted gobbledygook this
certainly is it. There is no hetter teacher
in the use of gobbledygook than our
Premier if by suggesting what happens in
other States softens the blow for him he
thinks he can get himself off the hook on
the promise he made to curb taxes and
charges.

I regret the Minister for Labour is not
in the Chamber at this stage. I noticed
the Premier wincing during the course of
the Minister’s contribution this evening,
and I think the Minister produced a very
good reason to this House why he should
resign. I suggest the Minister’s perfor-
mance in the way he presented informsa-
tion to the Parliament on this issue was
so disgraceful that it was a fine example
of why the Government has become &
one-man band. I do not know how the
Premier could sit back and relax and rely
on that kind of performance, to represent
the view of the Government.

1 draw attention to some of the hope-
lessly inaccurate informasation the Minister
for Labour presented to the Chamber
soon after the Leader of the Opposttion
had presented the facts. He used the word
“*seasonably” about 15 times, when in fact
he meant “seasonally’.

Mr Sodeman: The Leader of the Opposi-
tion also sald the same thing.

Mr BRYCE: With his tongue in his
cheek. An important fact needs fo be
related to the Chamber in respect of the
information which was presented to us.
Seasonally adjusted flgures with which to
compare the performance of this Govern-
ment and that of the Tonkin Government
are hot available. Seasonally adjusted
figures were not made available until May,
1974. Just to put the record straight, the
fieures which were quoted by the Leader of
the Opposition and which were referred to
by all members on this side of the House
this evening were actual figures or eriginal
data.

I suggest members opposite might con-
vey the message to the Minister for Labour
that if we do use the limited amount of
information which is available for pur-
poses of comparison on seasonally adjusted
figures the Government's track record on
the question of unemployment is in fact
very much worse because, insteaq of the
Premier having presided over a period of
economic activity which has produced an
increase in the rate of unemployment to
the tune of 180 per cent, which is based
on actual flgures, the rate Is in fact 195
per cent.
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It was outrageous for thie Minister for
Labour to suggest the Leader of the
Opposition was using g devious tactic and
presenting palpably false information to
mislead the public. Rarely has a politician
ever entered this Chamher who had more
expertise than the Minister for Labour in
palpably misrepresenting Information when
he decides to put on a performance in
this place; and scarcely a week goes by
that that very Minister does not discover
a red, & militant left unionist, or & com-
munist conspiracy of some sort in order
to denigrate the reputation of the entire
trade union movement., He dees it so fre-
quently we have become accustomed to it.
He then stands up in this place—it is part
of his general strategy—and complains
that the Leader of the Opposition was
adopting that strategy here this evening.

The real significance of the reference to
unemployment in this debate lies in the
arguments which have traditionally been
used by the Premier himself during his
career in this Parliament, and again they
highlight his lack of credibility on this
question.

Sir Charles Court: You are not on that
again? You have worn out the record.

Mr BRYCE: He has been the most
outstanding exponent in this Chamber of
the view that a Government's performance
in respect of efficiency, effectiveness, or
competence is best measured by the level
of unemployment. We certainly heard it
during the life of the Tonkin Labor Gov-
ernment, and from what I have read he
certainly did not give his theory any rest
during the term of the Hawke Labor Gov-
ernment. So in the past the Premier more
than anvbody has been found to use the
level of unemployment as the measure of
the competence and efficlency of a Govern.
ment and its overall performance.

The figures speak for themselves and
these are the facts, regardless of the Min-
ister for Labour's suggestion earller in this
debate that they were not the facts. I
challenge him to disprove these figures.
Unemployment has jumped by 180 per cent
during the period the present Government
has heen in office. I suggest the Minister
do the very simple arithmetic involved,
using the original data I quoted by way
of interjection when he was making his
speech. The number of unemployed has
jumped from 7527 in March, 1974, to
21103, which constitutes in anybody's
language an increase of 180 per cent, If
we relate the number of unemployed to a
percentage of the work force, when this
Government came to office 1.62 per cent
of the work force was unemployed. That
is the situation the Government Inherited.

Mr Grayden: How does it compare with
the national Increase?

Mr BRYCE: The situation today Is that
4.02 per cent of the work force is unem-
ployed. If that simple arithmetical exercise
is performed again, it will prove to any-
body that it is an increase of 180 per cent.
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Mr Grayden: How does it compare with
other States?

Mr BRYCE: How the Minister ¢an stand
In this Chamber and say it is palpably
false, on a factual basls, for the Opposi-
tion to condemn the Government for pre-
siding over a perlod of unemployment
which has seen the number of unemployed
Increase up to 180 per cent of the work
force is absolutely beyond me. The way he
used and abused the information at his
disposal to do this is astounding. As my
colleague, the member for Maylands, said
somewhat disappointedly, he would have
expected something different from the
Minister,

Mr Grayden: Your leader sald the
flgures were seasonally adjusted.

Mr Jamieson: I did not say that.

Mr BRYCE: The Leader of the Opposi-
tion did not refer to seasonally adjusted
figures. Seasonally adjusted figures have
not existed in the form in which we have
been using them tonight since 1971,

Mr Grayden: That is what I am trylng
to tell you.

Mr BRYCE: And that is precisely why
we used origlnal data. If the Minister
checks Hansard, I am sure he will be only
too ready to apologise to the House and
certainly tomorrow he will apologise to
the Leader of the Opposition when he
realises that original data was used, and
certainly not seasonally adjusted figures.

This phenomenon of unemployment
concerns the Opposition a great deal. We
believe we have every right to condemn
the State Government for its attitude to-
wards the question of unemployment and
the suffering it produces. The State Gov-
ernment could be doing a great deai that
it is simply not doing in respect of un-
employment. The Government has demon-
strated very clearly its opposition to relief
schemes, It gave a fairly straightforward
indication of its insensitivity, Liberal Gov-
ernments, State and Federal, have regard-
ed unemployed people as necessary statis-
tics from time to time: constituting a part
of essential economic medicine.

Mr Clarko: What is the basis for saying
that?

Mr BRYCE: This was apparent through-
out the whole of Menzies' career.

Sir Charles Court: Whitlam accepted
that there had to be a dramatic increase
in unemployment,

Mr BRYCE: May I suggest that every
Government, Labor and Liberal, has been
faced with periods of unemployment.

Str Charles Court: That is an admis-
sion.

Mr BRYCE: However, they have not
used the tool ¢f unemployment as a means
of trying to solve inflation and deliber-
ately and knowingly thrown people out of
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work for this purpose. I must say that it
was not a national Labor Government—

Mr Clarko: Dr Cairns admitted last year
that the policy would lead to higher in-
flation and unemployment.

Mr BRYCE: —which pursued this policy.
However, we are all well aware that the
State Government, through its leader and
its national spokesman, condemned the
NEAT Scheme and the RED Scheme.

Sir Charles Court: The RED Scheme
was & crazy waste of money. We could
perhaps have doubled the henefit of the
money had the States been permitted to
handle it.

Mr BRYCE: Is not everyone wise after
the event?

Sir Charles Court: Even the Labor Gov-
ernment in South Australia recognised
this.

Mr BRYCE: That is the Premier’s ex-
cuse. His party never offers any form of
rellef to people who are unemployed, If
this State Government were genuinely
concerned about such people and the suf-
fering they endure it would embark right
now on & scheme to assist those unem-
ploved to find jobs. This Government
should adopt a scheme such as that
operating in South Australia, I suggest
the Government’'s inaction is one reason
that our State no longer has the lowest
percentage of unemployment.

Mr Grayden: We are trying to get pro-
jeets like Telfer and the Swan Brewery
under way.

Mr BRYCE: I would very much like to
hear the Minister for Labour and Indus-
try come out in this forum and say openly
that he bhelleves the communist-inspired
extreme left-wing trade unionists are des-
troying the economy of the State. I would
like the Minister for Labour and Industry
to label openly the people living in the
Pilbara—

Sir Charles Court: He has never said
that. Do not distort what he said. He
has never mentioned the people living in
the Pilbara.

Mr BRYCE: We have been told that the
trade unionists are causing the greatest
disturbance.

Mr Mensaros: Inspired by the leaders.

Mr Jamieson: That shows how little you
know.

Mr BRYCE: That is a disgrace from the
Minister for Mines.

Mr Mensatos: You agree with the Telfer
business do you?

Mr BRYCE: T wonder whether my friend
the Minister has been to Telfer.

Mr Mensaros; You can find work there
for more than $340 a week, Many people
would like that.

Mr Jamieson: You go and work there!
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Mr Mensaros: Do you think that is not
enough, plus accommodation?

Mr BRYCE: I think the Minister for
Mines would wish to sell his services for
a great deal more than the workers of
Telfer are asking for theirs, especially if
he were expected to work in the same
conditions.

8ir Charles Court: You do not know
what they are being paid.

Mr Mensaros: Have you been there?

Mr BRYCE: The future, as far as em-
ployment is concerned, is indeed very
bleak. There is absolutely no doub{ that
the policies of the Fraser Government—
supported to a man by members opposite—
will create further unemployment. By
Christmas we could well be facing a situa-
tion of 30000 people out of work.

Mr Grayden: It will be exactly the op-
posite.

Mr Bertram: Like to have a bet on that.

Mr BRYCE: I guess only time will tell
us who is correct. I am suggesting to the
House that the financial policies of the
Federal Government are based on nine-
teenth century economic thinking; after
all, our friend the Prime Minister is not
post-Keynesian but rather pre-Keynesian
in his thinking.

Mr Clarko: You are pre-Cambrian!

Mr BRYCE: He believes what s
needed is s sudden, short, sharp shock
of such magnhitude that hundreds of
thousands of people will be thrown out
of work deliberately. Western Australia
will pick up its share of this additional
unemployment and members opposite will
find that there is no excuse which the
electors of the State will accept, bearing
in mind that it was their leader who
stated time and time again, without any
qualifications, that unemployment in this
State would be solved within six months
of his gaining office. He even went so
far as to stake his reputation on achiev-
ing this.

We have heard a whole list of excuses
for the Government's failure in this
objective. In fact, I respectfully suggest
to the Premier, through you, Mr Speaker,
that when he gives consideration to the
drafting of his policy speech for the next
election, alongside any brave promise he
should include in advance a list of 13
excuses in case he falls to attain his
objective.
© 8ir Charles Court: You are s funny boy.

Mr BRYCE: When the Premier fails,
the people can tick off his excuses one
after the other, in much the same way as
we have done on this side of the House
over the last 2% years.

My colleague, the member for May-
lands, drew attention particularly to the
tragedy of the particular type of unem-
ployment we are experiencing in Western
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Australia at the present time. The most
disturbing feature of our unemployment is
its effect on junior workers and schoot
leavers who are seeking employment. In
the period that the Government has been
in office—a Government that was pledged
to solve unemployment—the number of
unemployed junior workers and school
leavers has trebled.

Mr Clarko: This figure has guadrupled
for Australia.

Mr BRYCE: This figure jumped from
2669 to §843, Once again the Govern-
ment has failed to grasp the significance
of the motion moved by the Opposition.

Mr Clarko: Is my statement true? Deny
it if you can.

Mr BRYCE: The honourable member is*
not in a position to remember that during
1972, when his leader was on this side of
the House, varicus international economic
policies of the United States and Japan
threw the Pilhara, in employment terms,
into chaos. Thousands of workers from
interstate and overseas, including New
Zealand, lost their jobs. The then Leader
of the Opposition, the present Premier,
reached the stage of advocating the with-
holding of Supply and his reason for this
was the incompetence of the Tonkin Gov-
ernment in not belng able to solve quickly
the resulting unemployment problem.

Mr Clarke: You had 12 000 unemployed.

Mr BRYCE: Yes, but it constituted about
2.99 per cent of the work force.

Mr Clarko: You doubled it when you
came to office.

Mr Jamieson: And you have doubled it
again.

_Mr BRYCE: That was very short-
sighted indeed, because a man who was
suggesting in this Parliament that the
upper House should take the unprecedented
step of withholding Supply from the Gov-
ernment because uhemployment had
jumped in that manner, then went to the
people and made this preposterous state-
ment, and was not able to produce the
goods. The fact is that he now has egg
on his face, and there is no point in his
turning to what is happening in the other
States, because that has little relevance to
the promises and undertakings he gave to
the electorate in 1974,

Mr Grayden: Why did the Whitlsm
Government create such a huge pool of
unemployment?

Mr BRYCE: I answered that before the
Minister returned to the Chamber.

Mr Clarko: Hawke forecast 500000 by
January, 1976.

Mr BRYCE: On a more constructive
note, the tragedy in this State of the
young people who are unemployed is based
upon the sense of frustration, confuslon,
and bewilderment experienced by those
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who are hoping to enter the work force
but are knocked back time after time in
their applications for jobs.

From members opposite and their col-
leagues in other Parliaments in Australia
we hear too often a lack of concern for
those young people, because they tend to
bhe grouped together with typical generali-
sations about “dole bludgers”. Members
opposite in their public utterances on this
sort of question have heen developing a
prejudice against the jobless without mak-
ing any attempts to discriminate in respect
of the very important element of the
unemployed young Dpeople who have
been through the education system and
who have had elevated expectations, but
who when they reach the actual work
force are being made to feel unclean and
unwanted.

They are made to feel isolated by so
many members of the Liberal Party who
seem to pander to a very small percent-
age of the populace who are concerned
about the regular ratbags in any soclety
who are taking advantage of the welfare
system.

Mr Clarka: Labor made sure they were
not lonely; it quadrupled the number of
unemployed.

Mr BRYCE: The only quotation I would
like to make is that of a fairly responsible
writer of The National Times. In an
article in that publication of the 16th-21st
February, 1976, Lyndsay Connors under
the heading of, "The jobless young in the
doldrums” put the matter in a manner
much better than that in which I could
put it. He said—

With a good deal of unsubstantiated
popular gossip going on about “dole-
bludgers” and official pronouncements
which seem to consist mainly of
tougher measures to tighten tests for
penefits it is no wonder that some of
those who cannot find jobs say that
they have a feeling of isolation and
rejection, and of being the undeserv-
ing objects of punitive attitudes and
ignorant and indiscriminate attacks.

Members opposite and some of their col-
leagues in other Parliaments have been
guilty of making these indiscriminate
attacks. I suggest that a Government so
concerned with the human element of un-
employment—with the humane problems
that are assoclated with it—should be
doing something for those people, rather
than considering them merely as statistics
for the purposes of econcmic measure-
ment.

I do not know that this Government
has come out and condemned the Fraser
Government for very much; but one in-
teresting ares in which it has been found
wanting i1s when the Fraser Government
decided to wind up a very important com-
mittee of inguiry into employment prob-
lems which was establlshed some two or
three years earlier. For the Information of
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members who may not be aware of It, a
working party on the transition from
school to work was set up by the Austra-
llan Education Council, and the purpose of
the committee was to look at and ex-
amine very carefully the problems being
encountered by young people entering the
work force, the restructuring of the work
force, changing job opportunities, and
associated problems.

One would imagine that any Govern-
ment that was genuinely concerned for
unemployed people and, more importantly,
the effect on the life of a person of being
unemployed for any period of time in the
early stage of his working career, would
hot wind up this committee of inquiry
before its work had been completed. That
would be the last thing such a Govern-
ment would do. I would suggest that,
given the direction in which western
economies are travelling, this sort of com-
mittee of inquiry should be a permanent
feature of economic assessment in this
vitally important area of unemployment.

If this State Government was concerned
about the effect on people of unemploy-
m-nt it ¢ould do samething about that by
setting up its own committee of inquiry
into.the matter thus ascertalning in scme
detail what are the problems associated
with tI_]e restructuring of the Western
Australian economy, and the particular
problems facing young people leaving
school in this State in trying to find posi-
tions in the work force. The information
which could be cbtained from such in-
quirics could place the Government in a
position of doing something about the
matter.

I repeat that one of the reasons I believe
the Government is not interested in this
matter, and one of the reasons that it
has no doubt failed to protest against the
Fraser Government’s decision to wind up
this committee of inquiry, is that it sees
unemployed people as statistics and not
as people who are suffering.

The other unnecessary and rather un-
desirable action by the Fraser Government
is that it has made an across-the-bhoard
reduction in the staff of the Comman-
wealth Public Service at this particular
time when the number of unemployed
people is growing and the number of
problems being presented to Common-
wealth departments s growing. The Fraser
Government has reduced the ability of
Commonwealth public servants to handle
the problems and effectively to assess the
needs of people who are unemployed. I
suggest that §f this State Government is
concerned for people who are unemployed
it‘i could be doing something in this respect
also.

The final area to which I would like
to make some brief reference is that of
the new federalism. Some figures have
been used by members on this side of the
House this evening to demonstrate what
has happened with the various categories
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of financial grants that have been made
to the States. At this stage, nobody can
be certain what the new federalism will
mean in fine detail. It is almeost as bad
as Medihank, because Mr Fraser changes
his mind almost as often as he changes
his socks, and we are not in a position to
be certain of what the implications of the
scheme will be within the next six months
or at the end of the next financial year.

In essence the new federalism which has
been publicly supported right along the
line by the Western Australian Govern-
ment has been a conspiracy by arch
conservatives, and not just ordinary con-
servatives or Liberal politiclans, but arch
conservatives who hold leadership posi-
tions in this country. They have got their
heads together and this scheme has been
designed particularly for the purpose
expressed so well in the words of Sir Eric
Willis in a letter to the Prime Minister
after a Premiers’ Conference when he was
asked to comment about the new pro-
posals. He described the proposal as being
a bulwark or a structure against any plans
by a future Labor Government o continue
national reform programmes of a social
welfare nature.

If members opposite think seriously
about that they may be prepared to admit
—perhaps not tonight, but subsequently—
that this is precisely the motivation behind
the new federalism. There was such
revulsion on the part of some members
opposite at some of the social welfare pro-
grammes which became a reality under
the previous Federal Government, that
they set about the task of trying to ensure
such things could never happen again,
This is the purpose.

It took exactly six months for one-third
of this nation’s people situated in New
South Wales to change their minds quite
decidely in an 11 per cent swing against
the State Liberal Government and I sug-
gest that precedent will be followed In
Western Australia next year. The collapse
of the Court Government in this State
will sound the death knell to new federal-
ism because, with four State Labor Gov-
ernments after the nex{ election in this
State, it will be impossible for Fraser {o
obtain the co-operatlon he needs to make
this system a reality; and, Fraser heing
the pragmatist that he is, will see the
writing on the wall and the whole messy
scheme will be scrapped.

In the second instance, the scheme is a
genuine attempt at belng reactionary. By
definition, there can be no question about
that. Anybody who sets out deliberately
to turn back the hands of time and resur-
rect a system of double taxation that was
dismantled in 1942 quite clearly is being
reactionary.

Sir Charles Court: What is this double
taxation?
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Mr BRYCE: The mind boggles at what
cherished, nineteenth century schemes the
Premier and the Prime Minister have in
mind to resurrect in this way. Their
motivation for so doing will be to preserve
the privileges of a relative few in an
elitist form of society.

There is no question that this is where
it all leads to, and it was the attempts of
the Whitlam Labor Government to intro-
duce national programmes aimed at
reforming many areas of great social need
that caused them to panic. If there had
heen no reaction in favour of an elitist
society as opposed to an egalitarian
society they would not be setting them-
selves at thls moment to create a struc-
ture deslgned to frustrate future Labor
Governments at a national level,

I sheould like to make a final comment
relating to $his so-called “new federalism”
which justifies its incluslon in this type of
censure motion. In fact, I prefer to call
it oldfashioned federalism; that is a far
more accurate term, because any system
of federalism which involves an attempt
to twrn back the hands of time 30 or 40
ye]a:rs can scarcely be called new fede-
ralism.

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber has four minutes remaining.

Mr BRYCE: Thank you, Mr Spesker. I
refer to the means by which the Pederal
Government is going to force its austerity
campalgn upon the States, This is some-
thing the Premier has not acknowledged.
Far from the claim that it will give the
States preater independence and respon-
sibilities, we will find that because Mr
Fraser says there must be a short, sharp,
shock to the economy not only on a na-
tional basis but also on a State basis, we
will be forced to follow.

Mr Clarko: Whitlam sald that.

Mr BRYCE: The member for Karrinyup
should read some of gur daily newspapers;
he should not rely only on The West
Ausiraliar hut should broaden his outlook
and take in some of the others.

In cenclusion, on this subsection of fed-
eralism, there i1s no question that maore
spending responsibilitles will be placed on
State Governments, with less resources to
carry them out. It amounts to the fact
that this State has been sold a pup.

The tragedy of it all is that we have
had nobody to stand up for this State and
condemn the ravages of the Fraser Gov-
ernment since its electlon. We all re-
member well the extent to which the Pre-
mier campalgned as a Enight in shining
armour against the Whitlam Government.
But thls State now is leaderless and with-
out a voice at a time when some of the
more serious ravages In terms of economic
policles are being perpetrated upon West-
ern Australia by a national Government.
We are without a voice. The Premler is
absolutely silent on these tssues. He has
not yet taken one significant step to come
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out and condemn the most extreme
right wing Prime Minister the country has
ever seen—a man horn and brought up
in privileee who is determined to create a
soclety to serve that philosophy.

8ir Charles Court: Here we go again.
The most class conscious people in this
State sit opposite.

Mr BRYCE: The Premier has used at
least five excuses for his failures; he Is o
man who has never been able to admit
publicly that he is wrong. He has blamed
the Whitlam Government, his coalition
partners, Doug Anthony, left wing organ-
isations, subversives and "“eco-nuts”; any-
body expressing concern for the environ-
ment and all those other people are res-
ponsible for stifilng the economic develop-
ment that would give him the chance to
do what he wants to do.

When all these excuses fail, the Premier
resorts to bashing unions and the hatred
campaigns; and he is at his very best when
he divides our soclety by encouraging one
group to oppose another group. The Pre-
mier does this very successfully. To a
substantial extent, the violence that is
creeplng into industrial relations in this
State can be laid at the Premier's feet.

Mr Clarko: You are intoxicated.

Withdrawal of Remark

Mr BRYCE: Mr Speaker, I realise that
this probably will take up the remainder of
my time, but I deeply object to the state-
ment by the member for Karrinyup that
I am intoxicated, and demand a with-
drawal. The statement is defamatory and
an outright lie and I Insist he withdraws
and apologises to the Parliament.

The SPEAKER: Order! Wil the mem-
ber for Karrlnyup withdraw?

Mr CLARKOQ: Mr Speaker, could T ask
you a question?

The SPEAKER: Have you an explana-
tion?

Mr CLARKO: Yes, I certainly have. My
understanding of semantics is that the
word “intoxicated” can be used in many
respects, the reference to aleohol being only
one of them,

Mr Jamieson: Do not crawl out of it-—be
& man!

The SPEAKER.: Order!
Mr CLAREKO: I can explain.

The SPEAKER: Order! I ask the mem-
ber for Karrinyup in what sense he used
the word.

Mr CLARKO: I used the word “intoxi-
cated” in the sense that the honourable
member’s remarks were full of his own
importance and full of verboslty. In no
way was alcohol involved. In feet, I would
be surprised if the member for Ascot has
had anything at all to drink, because he
sounds as though he is normal,
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The SPEAKER: Order! It will have heen
quite obvious to the member for Ascot that
the member for Karrinyup has informed
me and the House that he used the word
“Intoxicated'’ in another sense,

Mr BRYCE: Mr Speaker, I believe it is
my right to insist that the member for
Karrinyup withdraws what I consider is
an insulting reference to me. I find his
use of the word “intoxicated” in respect
of my speech to be quite offensive, I be-
lieve it is unparllamentary and ask that
it be withdrawn,

The SPEAKER: Under the clrcume
stances, and considerlng the explanation
offered by the member for Karrinyup that
1t was not his intention to use the word
in such a manner as %o Imply that alcohol
was Involved, I do not believe the member
for Ascot is in order in insisting on the
withdrawal of a word; it Is not unparlia-
mentary.

Debgte Resumed

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber's time has expired.

Mr Bryce: If you want to play politics
ke that, Clarko, I will be happy to
accommodate you.

MR WATT (Albany) [1.39 a.m.}: Early
in the speech of the member for Ascot he
mentioned that the Leader of the Opposi-
tion had mispronounced a word with his
tongue in his cheek. I suggest that,
similarly, the motion now before the House
was moved in such a way. I should
lke to address a few remarks to paragraph
(c) of the motion which deals with the
so-called “new federallsm™.

Mr Jamieson: You had hetter deal with
unemployment as it is so bad in Albany.

Mr WATT: I shall mention that. I want
to suggest that this motlon is & combina-
tion of fact and opinion. The first part
of paragraph (c) states—

The Government has actively ap-
proved and promoted a system of so-
called new federalism—

Apart from the word ‘‘so-called” that is
fact and I am sure the Government makes
no apology for It. It goes on to say—

—which will lead to major cutbacks
in necessary publi¢c works and com-
munity services, with a consequent
rise in unemployment, and the impo-
sltion of a second income tax on West-
ern Australians,

This is certainly opinion. The final part
of the motion which states that the Gov-
ernment no longer has the confidence of
this House is very much the opinion of
the Leader of the Oppositlon and will be
proven to be wrong very shortly.

There are many factors which contribute
to the sort of problems which the Leader
of the Opposition has suggested In this
motlon—cutbacks in public works and
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commupity services and rises In unem-
ployment. I suggest that the forees which
produce these things are created far more
often by the policies of the Federal Gov-
ernment of the day, whichever political
colour it be, than the policles of a State
Government.

I should like to refresh our memories
on some of the points in this new federal-
ism policy because during the course of
ithis debate we have strayed far and wide.
If we look at just one or two sallent
features of it it will help us understand
just what we are talking about.

Mr Bertram: A douhble tax.

Mr WATT: I will come to that also very
shortly. The first point is that it is to be
introduced in two stages. Stage 1, which
is to commence next year, covers the
income tax sharing proposals. Stage 2
provides for the States to be able to levy.
Everyhody Kkeeps saying that a levy will be
struck, but it may or may not bhe, The
interesting point that has not been men-
tioned is that it also provides for a Siate
to grant a rebate of personal income tax
if it so elects.

I agree that it is probably fairly unlikely
to happen, but it could happen. Let us 1lo0k
more closely at the proposals, The word
“double” means to multiply by two. The
Leader of the Opposition has tonight
admitted that the essence of the type of
government that the Labor Party espouses
costs more to implement than that which
a Liberal Government espouses because
the hasls of Lahor philosophy Is that it
provides this, that, and the other thing
free of charge.

Mr Blaikie: At the taxpayers' expense.

Mr WATT: Precisely. The Leader of the
Opposition has admitted this so there
should be no argument aboui the matter,

Mr Jamieson: What is the big deal? Ido
not see any big deal,

Mr WATT: Whatever 8 Government pro-
vides has to be pald for.

Mr Jamieson: Of course it does and we
will pay for it and give it to the people of
Albany.

Mr WATT: Where does one get the
money to pay for it?

Mr Jamieson: From the people.

Mr WATT: From taxation in one form
or another.

Mr Jamieson: That is elementary.

Mr WATT: So the Leader of the Oppo-
sition agrees with what I am saying. It
matters not what one calls it, whether one
calls it a surcharge, a levy, or anything
else, but a Labor Government will invari-
ably have a higher rate of taxation than a
Liberal Government. The Leader of the
Opposition has admitted this tonight, so
there Is no argument.

Mr Jamieson: I did not necessarlly say
it would be higher. I sald that normally it
prg:ides services that could cause a higher
rate. -
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Mr WATT: A classic example of this is
the Federal Labor Government which
introduced Medibank. It made frequent
claims that Medibank would he provided
at no cost to any member of the public.
Although many people tried to deny this,
I recall Mr Hayden saying on several
occasions that it would not cost anything
to the public and that there would be no
increase in taxation. One does not need
to be very clever to realise that that just
cannot happen. Obviously when a Govern-
ment provides a service somehody has to
pay and of course that somebody is the
taxpayer,

Mr Jamieson: Which service was this?

Mr WATT: If the Leader of the Opposi-
tion had been listening instead of con-
ducting a conversation across the Chamber
he would have heard me talking about
Medibank.

Mr Jamieson: Of course you will recall
that he originally intended to impose a
tax which you people refused.

Mr WATT: The Leader of the Opposi-
tion would have heard me say that the
Labor Government claimed quite fre-
quently that it would cost nothing. That is
the point I am trylng to get across.

Mr Jamieson: That is not so.
Mr WATT: It did.

Mr Jamieson: You want to read Hansard
more clearly than that., We knew that it
would be a cost and so did everybody else.

Mr WATT: I belleve the tax-sharing
arrangements have considerable merit for
this and other States. I can recall stand-
ing in this spot last year and saying so,
and my attitude has not changed.

Mr Skidmore: It will be your last year
for standing in thls spat.

Mr WATT: The member for Swan
would know all about that! How is his
crystal ball? We have had to remind the
Opposition on numercus occasions that
we are entitled to a share of personal in-
come tax. The people of this State pay
their Income tax and they are entitled to a
share on a per capifa basis. How mem-
bers opposite can suggest otherwise I find
very difficult to understand. The central-
ist policles of the Whitlam Government in
Canberra were seen for what -they weré::
When the people of Australia went to-
the polls that matter was very much an
issue in Western Australia. It is a matter
of history now that the people of Western
Australin at least judged for themselves
what they thought about the issue. The
Australian Labor Party recorded a dismal
performance by winning only one seat cut
of 10 and that one candidate got the
fright of his life. 8o the people voted over-
whelmingly for & Government which is
prepared to be a little tough in economie
matters and to make some unpopular de-
cisions and which has abandoned the
“She’ll be right” attitude of the previous
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Administration. The people no longer ac-
cepted the philosophy that If one runs
out of money one prints a bit more.

As g result of this election the brakes
have had to go on and the Federal Gov-
ernment has made some unpopular deci-
sions. But the proof of the pudding is in
the eating, and the proof is that the infla-
tion rate is coming down; and that too is
a matter of fact. While it brings no joy
to anybedy that unemployment is at the
high rate that it has reached, it is also
a matter of fact that it is substantially
the same as it was when Labhor was In
office.

Mr Bertram: Come off it!

Mr WATT: I say that it is substantially
the same ang I stand by that,

Mr B. T. Burke: Do you mean Siate
Labor or Whitlam?

Mr WATT: I am talking about nation-
wide.

Mr Bertram: We are talking about
Waestern Australia tonight.

Mr B. T. Burke: We are doing things
State by State tonight.

Mr WATT: Members opposite should
listen and they might learn a bit, The ALP
whipped up a storm by saying that under
the tax-sharing arrangements the Iless
populous States would receive less money.
The Prime Minister made it quite clear
that this was not to be so.

Mr Bryce: Do you trust Fraser?

Mr WATT: I trust him a lot further than
I would trust the member for Ascot. It is
rather interesting that in this State the
Government has managed almost to break
even with its management of the economy.
It had a surplus of about half a milllon
dollars but when 1t came into power it
inherited a defleit of $5.73 million.

Mr Bertram: What is the total Budget?

Mr WATT: Of course, that could prove
to be a tremendous blessing, as the
economy is almost certain to take a down-
turn as a result of the droughi this year.

When the Premier of South Australia
(Mr Dunstan) was visiting Western Aus-
tralin recently, he supported the new
federalism policy. When he realised that
he was not standing with the mob-—and
he was probably brought into line—he
changed his mind. He then said that the
new federalism policy was a ‘‘con job'".

On the subject of “con jobs" we ought
to reflect for a moment on the one that
was perpetrated on the people of New
South Wales in the recent State election,
and on the lies that were told to them
about so-called double income tax. I also
criticise the Liberals in that State for the
fact that they did not get their message
across to the people better.

Mr Bertram: Did they run out of funds?

Mr WATT: They might have. They are
the so-called wealthy Liberals.
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Mr Harman: You cannot hide the truth.

Mr B. T. Burke: You can turn off the
lights.

The SPEAKER: This whole spate of
interjections must cease.

Mr WATT: They probably heip to keep
members opposite awake. I found the
comments of the membher for Maylands
about the inspiring speech of the mem-
ber for Mt. Hawthorn to be rather
humorous. Coming at the end of a line
of speakers on the motion, much of what
I had planned to say has aiready been
said. I do not wish to traverse ground
that has already been traversed by other
speakers, but I do wish to mention a
couple of points. One is related to the
tax sharing arrangement with local gov-
ernment.

Mr B. T. Burke: The Peppermint Grove
Shire will get $10 per head. Do you agree?

Mr WATT: I know those people make
contributions through taxes, the same as
anybody else. They do not receive their
per capita grant on the same basis as other
people receive it; they receive a much
§miller amount per head, and that is a
act.

Mr B. T. Burke: If that was so the
City of Stirling would receive $1.6 million,

Mr Mclver: What did the Albany Town
Council receive by way of grant this year?

Mr WATT: For the first time the coun-
cil will know what it will receive in State
and Commonwealth grants. The council
will know this in time to enable it to
consider gll factors in framing its budget.
The albany Town Council will receive an
increase of about 33 per cent.

Mr MclIver: What about next year?

Mr WATT: The Mayor of Albany was
very pleased with the increase. I hope
the Mayor of Albanhy will not mind my say-
ing this: he is not easily pleased.

Mr B. T. Burke: What about the Fre-
mantle City Council?

Mr WATT: This Government made an
clection promise {o place more responsi-
bility on local government. The fact is
that both State and local government
will know what they will receive. I hope
that the local authorities, in being able to
anticipate the amounts they will recelve in
this way, will use the funds wisely to keep
down their rates—and this I believe they
are now able to do.

Under the old system they did not know
what they would receive in the way of
grants; therefore they had to strike rates
and frame a budget with no certain know-
ledge of the amounts they would receive,
For that reason the rates were struck
fairly high. When they did receive the
grants from the Commonwealth in some
cases they use the funds on schemes and
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projects that were quite unneeacrary. The
money could well have been used to ease
the falrly high rating situations In some
districts.

Finally I wish to make a couple of com-
ments on unemployment, The member for
Warren, who is not in the Chamber at the
moement, made some comments earlier
about unemployment in Albany. I wish he
would refer to the Albany district. It has
increased by over 200 per cent. Certainly
I am not pleased about this increase,

Mr T. H. Jones: What action are you
taking?

Mr WATT: It was rather strange that
the member for Warren should comment
about the Increase of 207 per cent in
Albany, I should point out that the
increase in Manjimup is 201 per cent, or
nearly the same rate. That has occurred
at Manjimup, despite the massive injection
of capital into the wood chipping industry,
and also some fairly massive injections of
Government money into propping up the
white elephant known as the Manjimup
canning company. The words of the
member for Warren had a fairly hollow
ring, when he cast aspersions on the
electorate of Albary.

The member for Maylands also had a
shot at this, and he used some fairly
emotional words to suggest that he might
be the only member who is concerned about
the unemployment problem confronting
school leavers. I have news for him,
Speaking for myself, I am very concerned
about the fact that so many young people
are forced to leave the town that I repre-
sent. I know that most other members
hold the same view. I would not want the
member for Maylands to think that he is
alone in his concern for these people.

Mr T. J. Burke: He is genuinely con-
cerned,

Mr WATT: I beg your pardon? I think
it might have been the member for Ascot
who referred to the use of the term “dole
bludgers'. It is not a term that I use
myself, but it is quite apparent that he
misunderstands the way in which the term
is used, He has implied that the term is
used to describe people who are unem-
ployed.

Mr Bryce: It is used indiscriminately,

Mr WATT: That is not so. I have heard
this term used to describe people who are
unemployed because they want to be unem-
ployed. Whether or not members opposite
accept that is immaterial; 1t i1s a fact.
I have spoken to numerous young bpeople
who are unemployed because they find this
to be a more convenient way of life. They
prefer to be unemploved and to live on
the dole.

Mr McIver: Did you report them?

Mr WATT: It really amazes me how
members opposite are trying to oppose the
federalism policy. In raising thelir oppo-
sition they must have been speaking with
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tongue in cheek. In all the time this
country lahoured under the Whitlam Gov-
ernment, I cannot recall members of the
Opposition in this House raising theijr
voices in opposition to the highly infla-
tionary policy of that Government. There-
fore, it is nonsense to suggest that this
State Government no longer has the confi-
dence of the House. I oppose the motion.

Mr Bryce: The Whitlam Government did
not make ridiculous promises,

MR SKIDMORE (Swan) [2.00 am.]: A
lot has been said tonlght about seasonally
adjusted figures. I feel that we ought to
put the record stralght so that people may
understand exactly what the Government
Statistician means by the term and what
it dees in fact mean when it is used for
the purpose of supposedly making argu-
ments hetter than they would be if the
original data were used,

Under the notations given in the June
issue of the “Monthly Review of the Em-
ployment Situation'” issued by the Depart-
ment of Employment and Industrial
Relatlons is the following concerning
seasonal adjustments—

The purpose of seasonally adjusting
a statistical time series is to remove
the effect of estimated normal seas-
onal varlations so that one can assess
mare clearly the effects of other influ-
ences on the series, and thereby judge
more accurately the underlying trends

in economic activity.
Then some more remarks are made, but
the last paragraph fis pertinent. I hope
members listen so that in future they
leave seasonally adjusted figures where
they rightfully belong-—outside this House,

Mr Grayden: You do not mean that.

Mr SKIDMORE: The Minister will
understand In a moment. About seasonally
adjusted figures the statistician comments
as follows—

Mr Grayden: Why do you think they
are adjusted?

Mr SKIDMORE: He says—

For these and other reasons, the
Statistician has warned that seasonally
adjusted series ™ are always in a sense
estimates, and are not definitive statis-
tles . . .

Mr Grayden: They have—

Mr SKIDMORE: Walt a minute. Appar-
ently the Minister has more knowledge
than the man who prepared the figures
the Minister used.

Mr Grayden: You yourself have always
put emphasis on seasonally adjusted
figures.

Mr SKIDMORE: The quotation con-
tinues—
... They must be treated with caution
as being no more than useful indica-
tors of movements . . . a useful aid to
critical interpretation, but . . . in no
way . . . a substitute for it
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In other words in essence the statistician
is saying that the original data figures are
the only substantive and real statistics
which should be used, but the seasonally
adjusted figures take note of certain factors
including unemployment due to school
children coming onto the market, meat
industry employees being laid off, and so
on. They are purely estimates because no-
one is able accurately to forecast precisely
1E'he number of those affected at any given
ime.

Mr Sibson: You remember that.

Mr Grayden: I am going to take you up
on the statements you are making now.

Mr Bryce: Take it easy now.

Mr SKIDMORE: The Minister can go
for his life. I do not care what he picks
me up on.

I am quite happy to use both figures to
show how sfupid the Minister is to rely
on seasonally adjusted figures,

Mr Grayden: Why do you think they
convert them to seasonally adjusted
figures?

Mr SKIDMORE: If the Minister will be
patient he will get the message. All the
Minister and his colleagues are endeavour-
ing to do by their interjections is to
prevent me from convincing them because
they will not listen. However, others will
and perhaps may be better informed as a
result.

I received from the Minister the docu-
ment from which he was quoting and he
was guoting accurately. It also shows
that in New South Wales the original
fizure of unemployment was 4.9 per cent.
I will not quote them all, but it is signi-
fieant that although the Minister said
Western Australia’s fisures were the lowest,
they are not.

Mr Grayden: What are you talking
about now?

Mr SKIDMORE: In essence South Aus-
tralia has an original data figure of 3.1
per cent of the work force and the sea-
sonally adjusted figure is 3.57 per cent.

Mr Grayden: What are you talking
about?

Mr SKIDMORE: In Victoria the figure
is 3.96 per cent while the seasonally ad-
justed figure is 4.41 per cent.

Mr Shalders: You just told us they
were no good.

Mr SKIDMORE: In Western Australia
the original data figure is 4.02 per cent
while the seasonally adjusted figure is
424 per cent, an increase on seascnally
adjusted figures of .22 per cent. The sig-
nificance I place on the seasonally ad-
justed figures is the variation the statistics
now reveal 1If we make a comparison of
the percentage increase State by State with
the seasonally adjusted percentzge In-
crease.
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It is most significant that Western Aus-
tralia goes from 4.02 to 4.24 per cent. In
other States they are up varying amounts;
for example, .78 per cent, .45 per cent, .43
per cent, and .29 per cent, while the
national figure is .55 per cent, Therefore
one cannot use those figures as a true
reflection of the situation. However it is
true to say the Minister’s statement—
that is, that Western Australia's employ-
ment figure is better than the figures of
the other States——is false. It is not true.

Mr Grayden: Absolutely untrue.

Mr SKIDMORE: South Australia’s fig-
ure is 3.14 per cent, Victoria’s 1s 3.96 per
cent, and Western Australia’s is 4.02 per
cent. If that does not make us the third
worst State in Australia, I do not know
what it does.

Mr Grayden: You obviously cannot read
the schedule I gave you.

Mr SKIDMCRE: Any time he likes the
Minister can get his experts from the
Department of Labour and Industry to
check Hansard.

Mr Grayden: What about reading all
the figures?

Mr SKIDMORE: I will prove undoubt-
edly that what I said is true.

Mr Grayden: Read the statement.

Mr Sibson: Read the lot.

Mr Sodeman; Read out the figures.

Mr SKIDMORE: It is not my intention
to give the lot.

Mr Shalders: You are not game to.

Mr SKIDMORE: 1 gave those figures

which clearly illustrate the Minister was
wrong.

Mr Sodeman: You have mentioned only
one month.

Mr SKIDMORE: The figures I have
given clearly ingdicate that Western Aus-
tralta’s unemployment situation is not the
best in Australia. In fact its problem is
probably rated in about the middle of all
the States.

Mr Grayden: It is the best.

Mr SKIDMORE: It is not. The figures
do not show that.

Mr Grayden: Overall, it is the best of
the States.

Mr SETDMORE: The Minister can use
all sorts of terms. I have used the official
figures he gave me,

Mr Sodeman: For eight months we had
the lowest unemployment fgure of all
the States and in the remaining four
months we were the second lowest.

Mr SKIDMORE: I come now to the
original data figure for June. As at June,
1976, the unemployment figure was 21 103.
In June, 1975, it was 17003; in 1974,
71782; and in 1973 it was B 461,

Mr Sodeman: What is your solution?



[Wednesday, 4 August, 1976)

Mr SKIDMORE: So the total figures
indicate that unemployment is continually
Increasing in Western Australia. Whether
or not it is good or bad or better or worse
does not matter. As the member for May-
lands said, surely the question of the
human being becoming a figure on a piece
of paper is not the significant factor which
should be considered when debating the
problem of unemployment,

The Minister stated that the Whitlam
Government took away tax and other con-
cessions from businesses, He said the
Whitlam Government did not leave one of
these concessions. Later on I will quote
from the Budget speech of the 25th August,
1875, of the then Whitlam Government. A
summary is made in a document issued by
the Government and is called “Weekly
Digest 121”. I will come to that later.

First of all I would like to deal with the
magnificent contribution made by the
member for Murray. I do compliment him
on the manner in which he presented his
figures, He submitted them very well and
indicated that there had been an increase
in the minimum wage in the States and
that Western Australians did not seem to
be disadvantaged in any way at all. He
also indicated that the average of the
wages seemed to reveal that Western Aus-
tralia was not disadvantaged. The honour-
able member can fool some of the people
some of the time, but there is one person
on this side that he cannot fool at any
time. All he was doing was making a
comparison of wages which bear relativity
in a national sceme. Whether we llke it
or not commissioners in all States follow
the Federal scene.

So there is an equalisation of those wage
factors but they are not true wages when
compared with what a worker receives in
his pay packet. Using the argument raised
by the member for Murray, I would simply
say he failed to take note of the very
essence of the motion before us. It com-
plains about the inflation rate which this
Premier and his Government were to solve
within six months. The Premier has found
that he has heen unable to get within cooee
of fulfilling that promise.

The member for Murray did not bother
to indicate that whilst the worker—nation-
ally and in Western Australia—appeared
to be receiving a wage of $120—and 1 do
know that that is reasonable—thig did not
allow for inflation. Inflation is the sole
responsibility of the Court Liberal Govern-
ment, because the Premier, in his policy
speech, said he would make it his responsi-
bility. There is no question about it; he
would solve inflation within a certain
period.

I do not intend to quote all the relevant
figures because already there are so many
in Hansard it would be Impossible to add
any further weight to what has been pre-
sented by the Opposition tonight, but the
percentage change for Perth between
March, 1974, and June, 1975, was 24 per

1569

cent. From March, 1874, to June, 1976, the
figure was 41.2 per cent. I cannot be told
that the Premier will solve inflation with
one wave of a magic wand. An examina-
tion of the position in other States shows
that they face much the same problem.

The rate of inflation in Western Aus-
tralia, between March, 1974, and June of
this year, has been the highest in Australia.
During thet period the Consumer Price
Index for Perth increased by 41.2 per cent
whereas the national average increased by
36.7T per cent. Perth is 4.5 per cent abaove
the national average. The memher for
Murray claimed that the worker has
received equality of wages based on the
national concept, but he falled to realise
that the worker was 4.5 per cent worse
off than the national average because of
inflation in this State,

On the 30th March, 1976, the Premier
sald it was the policy of his Government
to build up confidence and make the State
more stable and prosperous. In the month
of August, 1976, I can see nothing but
disaster faelng us. I c¢an see no sign of
the Premier's promised stability and pros-
perity. If that is the way he intends to
control inflation, we could easily have
another 5000 unemployed by the end of
the year, as was pointed out by the mem-
bher for Ascot.

The Premier claimed that he would heat
inflation, State by State. Many of the
increases complained about in the motion
have already been stated but it is worth
while to state some which have not yet
been given. The WAGR road freight has
gone up by 38 per cent, and railway and
bus fares have increased by 17.5 per cent,
No doubt country people will feel happy
that they can share in that increase! The
price of natural gas has gone up by 20 per
cent. Rents on Government-owned dwell-
ings have risen by 60.4 per cent and trans-
fer fees have increased between 25 per cent
and 84.6 per cent. It is irrefutable that
charges have been increased to cover
increased costs and inflation.

When the Whitlam Government was in
power the Premier blamed it for all his
sins. When the Premier realised he had
made some rash statements he had to go
into the international market, and he made
some magnificent claims about what he had
in the pipeline, However, the pipeline is
about to be opened and it will be shown
to be completely empty.

The Minister for Labour and Industry
made great play on the efforts of the
present Government to ensure that the
Telfer mine got off the ground. Again, it
appears that the workers are preventing
that proposition from getting started.
The Minister for Mines took to task a
member of the Opposition on the question
of wages. T would ke to dwell wn the
justification of the workers for those high
wages.

Mr Coyne: Four hundred dollars a week!
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Mr SKIDMORE: I do not care whether
they get $4 000; that has nothing to do
with the attitude of the Industrial Com-
mission. The Commissioner heard the case,
gnd granted an increase in wages which
was considered to be falr and equitable.
That increase caused a great deal of con-
cern to the employers, and they sald they
would not pay it because they could not
afford to de so. The workers then denied
thelr labour, which they are jusily en-
titled to do.

There are two sldes to the guestion. In
the opinion of the Minister and the Gov-
ernment the worker is to he held to ransom
for asking for a fair and reasonable return
for his labour,

Mr Mensaros: They accept justice if it
suits them, but they do not accept it If it
does not suit them.

Mr SKIDMOQORE: When a worker con-
siders he is not receiving justice he has
only one way to fight and that is to deny
his labour. The developers should not
complain about that. If the workers do
not want to work for the wages which are
offered they have a right to withdraw their
labour.

Mr Coyne: They do not have to declare
the site black.

Mr SKIDMORE: I do not think they
have to, either; but who would want to
work in those primitive conditions In a
very isolated area? It is not only air-con-
ditioned huts which cause trouble among
the workers. They can be offered as a sop
in isolated conditions like that. Is that all
they are supposed to require?

Mr Mensaros: X you feel no-one wants
to g0 up there, I guarantee I can get people
to go up there without any trouble,

Mr Jamieson: Go up there yourself.

Mr SKIDMORE: The simple fact 1s if
the workers do not want to work there
they have the right to withdraw their
labour,

A point about which the Minister for
Labour and Industry was worried was
touched on by other speskers; that is, the
question of junior workers. The record of
the Government in this State in regard to
apprentices 1s abysmal.

Mr Grayden: That is untrue.

Mr SKIDMORE: It Is shocking. The
apprenticeship problem will never be over-
come with the thinking of the Government
and its attitude to what has been proposed
at various times in the interests of appren-
tices. We had instant bricklayers. One
could go out and do a six-week course and
then become an instant bricklayer working
on a cottage. There were no apprentices
in the industry. Who would want to he
apprenticed for five years on low WAEES
when he could supposedly learn the job In
six weeks and go out and get top wages?
The carpentry Industry has been bastard-
ised and again there are no apprentices in
‘the industry.
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Mr Grayden: Of all the States only
Western Australin and Tasmania have
improved the situation in the last 12
months.

Mr SKIDMORE: I have been assisted
by the Minjster’s remark that Western
Australia and Tasmania have increased
their apprenticeship intake in the last 12
months.

Mr Grayden: They are the only two
States which have done so.

Mr SKIDMORE: I turn the Minister's
statement back on him and say he had
better have a lpok at the situation. This
is an instance of the duplicity of the Minis-
ter when he raises these matters in the
House. He forgets that while there may
have been an increase, in real terms there
should have been an increase of 300 or
400 per cent in apprenticeships in Western
Australia based upon the number of people
who are engaged in industry. Employers
have a right to a certaln percentage of
apprentices. It appears the Minister is
not so concerned as the Federal Minister
(Mr Street). He expressed concern in a
document dated as late as the 18th July,
1976, which states—

Boost for Industrial Training

13 July 1976—The Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations,
the Hon. Tony Street, said today that
a recent national survey of 140 firms
indicated an average annual expendi-
ture on training of only $40 per em-
prloyee.

Forty dollars per employee on the training
of apprentices is the national figure. That
fs not a very good piece of the cake for the
tralning of apprentices. It fs a disgraceful
record and I blame all States for it, be
they Labor or Liberal. The apprenticeship
intake for 1978 is expecfed to be I per
cent lower than that in 1975. Those are
Mr Street's national figures, and the Minis-
ter in this House says the number of
apprenticeships is increasing. Mr Streef
went on to say—

In some trades there are about 100
young people seeking apprenticeships
for every vacancy registered with the
Commonwealth Employment Service.
These facts provide disturbing evidence
which suggests that industrial recovery
will be retarded by shortages of trained
manpower,

Apparently we have an immigration policy
to bring tradesmen Into this country
because there is a shortage of tradesmen,
vet we have hundreds and hundreds of
voung people who are out of work and can-
not become apprenticed because it is not
an economic proposition for them to do so.
Other avenues are avallable to them and
they are shot to pleces by staying in an
apprenticeship on such low wages. All in
all, it i1s just another activity or nonactivity
of this Government to try to solve the
unemployment problem.
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Mr Grayden: South Australia dropped
20 per cent in apprenticeship intake this
year and we are on the increase. That is
the difference.

Mr SKIDMORE: Some of the figures for
registered unemployed juniors have heen
dealt with and I do not intend to go Into
them. I simply say that in March, 1974,
the total number of junior males, junior
females, and school leavers who were reg-
istered as unemployed was 2 669, while in
June, 1976, the number was 8 343, an in-
crease of 5674 or a percentage increase of
212.68. So even if the Minister is able (o
increase the apprenticeship output con-
siderably to cope with the 9 per cent of
the national work force, we will still be
behind with junior workers. We have a
long way to go to solve the problem of
those people.

Some of the statements of the Premlier
might be worth quoting. In Hansard on
the 16th August, 1972, he sald—

In my opinion it 1s the responsibility
of a Government to provide opportun-
ities of employment for the work
force, It is drafted to do that job
when it Is elected . . . This 1s a State
responsibility.

The responsibility was abrogated by the
present Government. On the same day the
Premier also sald within six months of
getting back into office and sortlng out
some of the mess which had been created
his party would be able to solve the prob-
lem.

Mention has been made of the grants
under the RED Scheme and the AAP
Scheme which had only just started to be-
come fruitful to people in many areas. 'The
AAP Scheme was a concept which it was
hoped would develop into a big virile, in-
volved committee, as I understand it, and
it is to the discredit of the Fraser Govern-
ment that it saw fit to abolish the funding
of that scheme, thus destroying the In-
centlve of local communities to overcome
their own problems.

Mr Blalkie: That i1s & lot of rot. You
do not know what you are {alking about.
If there was anything that destroyed the
local community 1t was the AAP Scheme.

Mr SKIDMORE: Apparently the mem-
per for Vasse was unable to make it work
as well as the committee in Midland did.
It was operating very satisfactorlly in the
Midland area and was destroyed by the
withdrawal of the funding. People who
showed such enthusiasm for local issues
have now become so dispirited that they
have gone back into their shell and it will
be a long time before we can motivate
the local community as well as the AAP
did in my area.

If the member for Vasse did not have
the ability to do that, I am sorry. He
should go back and try & bit harder.
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Mr Blaikie: I live In a community that
has made its own way for a long time
and what the AAP did was almost to
wreck that situation.

Mr SKIDMORE: While the area has a
member of the capabilities of the member
for Vasse, I can understand why the
situation was nearly wrecked.

Mr Jamieson: It is a wonder they did
not all commit sulcide.

Mr SKIDMORE: Perhaps the most
stupid policy of the Federal Government
has been its opposition to the full flow-on
of the 6.54 per cent rise in the CPI, The
Premier referred to the CPI and said that
the full flow-on should not be met and
that the unions shoulg show a responsible
attitude to wage increases, It is a most
remarkable thing that the question of
wage indexation was adopted and agreed
to by the Commonwealth and State Gov-
ernments and the unions as a package
deal, but when the matter went to the
Commonweslth commission, in its wisdom
the commission imposed certain guidelines
under which the unions would work. This
was a prerequisite that the Governments
and the unions had not envisaged. How-
ever, after a certain amount of disputation,
the unions accepted the guidelines which
merely stated that any union whose rela-
tivity had been destroyed at a certain date
would be allowed to catch up to the maxi.
mum amount.

The unions have been responsible; the
only irresponsibility in this State was the
interference by the Governmeni of the
day in the present hearing on wage indexa-
tion. We have an advocate from the
Government arguing before the commis-
sion on the question of wage indexation
in this State, Before coming to the advo-
cate’s remarkable verbal gymnastics and
the castigation of him by the Western
Australian Industrial Commission—

Mr Blaikie: You are not bringing up
matters which are sub judice, are you?

Mr SKIDMORE: I wish to talk about
the way in which the Government’s advo-
cate, in his wisdom, put forward the point
of view of the Government on wage indexa-
tion. I will refer to the statement made
by the Minister assisting the Treasurer
(the Hon. Eric L. Robinson, MP) on the
14th April, 1976, in Press release No. 75.
He remarked that the third major policy
in issue is the hattle of inflation and this
involved a direct attack on wape indexa-
tion.

So there is no question of the constancy
of the Government in its opposition to this
particular matter. 1 suggest that mem-
bers should look at the report in today’s
copy of the Daily News where it states
that the Government’s advocate (Mr L. E,
Boylen) suggested to the full bench that
the commission should wait for the Federal
decision before considering an increase in
wages in Western Australia.
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Now the Western Australian Government
has said to the unions, “You may have
wage indexation”; the Industrial Commis-
sion has said to the unions, “You may have
wage indexation™; and they were all very
happy about it. However, when the
workers of this State looked like getting
an increase before their Federal counter-
parts the Government said that such a
move was not justified because although
the commission had agreed to wage indexa-
tion, the State Government wanted to
wait until the Federal commission arrived
at a decision.

The commissioners were quite correct
in saying that they could see no peint in
listening to Mr Boylen's submissions if
they were simply being asked to follow the
Federal decision. In tonight's Press we
see that Commissioner Collier asked, *Is
this tribunal merely a rubber stamp for &
Federal decision?”’ So much for the state-
ment that the trade union movement
should be responsible! A pattern has heen
established, and it is typical of the Govern-
ment that it has gone into battle, not
bhecause of its views or a policy based on
fact, but merely because it wishes to wait
on the Federal decision.

Mr Mensaros: Why don't you try to
relate your remarks to the motion?

The SPEAKER: The member has five
minutes.

My Old: Too long!

Mr SKIDMORE: 1 will accept your
statement, Sir, that I have five minutes
remaining. However, I observed the time
when I commenced and it appears 1
should clean my glasses because appar-
ently I misunderstood what I saw.

In the five minutes remaining to me I
wish to comment further on the Min-
ister’'s statement that some of the mat-
ters the Whitlam Goveroment was sup-
posed to have taken away from industry
were those which made it almost impos-
sible for industry to sustain itself in a
viable way. This does not seem to agree
with the Budget speech made by the
Treasurer in the Whitlam Government
because in that speech it was stated that
the Government would make recommenda-
ticns for assistance to local government
of $79.9 million or 42 per cent more than
in the previous year. The Treasurer also
went on to say—

We shall, of course, keep the ques-
tion of business profitability and
Hquidity under careful notice but, in
all circumstances, we have turned to
the other alternative in this area
which was mentioned by the Mathews
Committee—namely, a reduction in
company tax.

Yet the Minister said the Whitlam Gov-
ernment took everything from the com-
panies and did not do anything for them.
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1 have quoted from the Treasurer’s Budget
speech, and he continues—

The Government has decided to
adopt this alternative and proposes
to reduce the general rate of com-
pany tax by 2.5 per cent to 42.5 per
cent. The new rate will apply to
1974-75 income and will cost an
estimated $120 million in 1975-76.

If that does not give the lie to the Min-
tster's statemant that the Whitlam Gov-
ernment was always trying to chop off
big business, I do not know what will.
Mr Grayden: That was a desperate
attempt to retrieve the situation.

Mr SKIDMORE: I do not like to have
to show the Minister that he is wrong
and incorrect in his statements and it
does not give me any joy to do this.
However, at least I try to quote reliable
ficures and I do not attempt to mislead
the House,

Mr Grayden: Why not tell us the rest
of the story?

Mr SKIDMORE: I do not think there is
anything more I can say about it. If he
likes, the Minister may read this book
entitled Australian Government Weekly
Digest.
taMr Grayden: Tell us about investment

X.

Mr SKIDMORE: All through this Bud-
get we see a tremendous impetus to the
States in regard to funding.

I will coneclude on this note: I do not
pretend to be an economic wizard—in
fact, I am probably the biggest economic
dunce in this place.

Mr Old: Don’t be modest.

Mr SKIDMORE: It seems to me that
the palicy of solving inflation by creating
an unemployment pool will succeed. A
high percentage of unemployment will
withdraw money from the market; people
will be unable to spend and they will
worry about their jobs; they will accept
conditions and wages which would not
otherwise be acceptable and already some
industries are not working full time—the
workers are sharing the degree of unem-
playment, The rot 1s starting to set in.
Such a system will cure Inflatlon but it
will not cure unemployment, Both could
ke cured by positive thinking on the part
of the Government, but creating unemploy-
ment will not solve the problem at all, As
I say if we follow the present policy, in
two or three years’ time we will have a
disaster in this country of ours.

Perhaps if we were shown the pipeline
about which the Premier has been talking
for so long we would see something that
would help us in this State. But we know
there is nothing; it 1s a myth., It is the
greatest hoax that has been perpetrated
on the people of Western Australia, ever.
In my opinion the Premier is again mis-
leading the people and s cerfainly mis-
leading the Opposition when he says, “You
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walt; you will see; they are in the pipe-
line.” I have been waiting, I cannot see
them, and I think the pipeline has just
about disappeared.

MR McIVER (Avon) ([24l1am.]l: I
appreciate the hour is late, and I will make
my remarks brief. However, the motion
before the House is an important one and
I, as a member of the Opposition, would
be failing in my duty if I did not challenge
some of the remarks made by Government
speakers tonight.

Mr Qld: We would forgive you.

Mr McIVER: Firstly, I commend my
leader for presenting this motion to the
House to show to the people of Western
Australia the incompetence of the Govern-
ment they elected in 1974, I am sure that
decision will be reversed when they go to
the polls next year, because they have
been conned just as the Federal Govern-
ment conned the people on a national basis.

I repeat that the Leader of the Oppo-
sition 1s to be congratulated for bringing
the motion to the House and for the man-
ner in which he presented it, although in
extreme difficulty. I take the Premier to
task for his opening remarks when he said
the effort of the Leader of the Opposition
was & very poor one, We must have regard
for the state of the Leader of the Oppo-
sition tonight. We all know that he should
be in a hospital bed,

Mr Jamieson: Thanks,
already.

Mr McIVER: I am also surprised that
we have not heard one Country Party
member speak to this motion. This is one
of the reasons that the present Govern-
ment will be defeated at the next election:
because of the dividing line that exists
between the Government parties. No-one
can tell me that Country Party members
in this Chamber are in full agreement
with what has been said tonight by Liberal
members. The Minister for Agriculture
and the Minister for Houslng were placed
in positions of great responsibility in this
State as a result of certain circumstances.
Although I do not agree with their political
philosophy—

Mr Old: Good Lord!

Mr McIVER: —I belleve they have car-
ried out their duties conscientiously and
to the best of their ability. What will they
get in return? If possible, the Libersl
Party will see they are unemployed. That
will be their reward for tageing along with
the Liberal Party of this State. That will
be their reward for the many hours they
have contributed to the Liberal Party.

The SPEAEKER: Will you tie this in with
the motion?

Mr McIVER: Yes, Sir. I thank you for
your indulgence in allowing me to go so
far; but I think it was necessary to say
what I have sald. I repeat that it is
strange that we have not heard from any
member of the Country Party tonight.

I feel better
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I stand here as a member of the Labor
Party, and I know that when that title is
mentioned to the people of Western Aus-
tralia next year they will certainly flock
to us in their thousands seeking the leader-
ship that we have given in the past, and
particularly between 1971 and 1974 under
the Tonkin Government. One of the great
differences between the two sides of this
Chamber is that we on this side stand
s0lidly behind our leader to a man. It is
the responsibility of each and every one
of us to see that our leader will become
the next Premier of Western Australia.

Opposition members: Hear, hear!
Mr Grayden: No possibility,

Mr Jamieson: We have a good candi-
date against you, too.

Mr McIVER: We in this State are in
& very sorry mess in respect of unemploy-
ment. I will not quote flgures and statis-
tics, because I prefer to belleve in reality
than In statistics. The rate of unem-
ployment presently existing in Western
Australia has been imposed upon the
State by the policies of the present State
Government and its counterparts in Can-
berra, Of course, our problems will he
compounded by the situation we will face
as a result of the present drought. We
will not face that situatlon this year,
because farmers have carry-on finance,
but next year; and then the pattern set
in the past will be followed. When the
State gets into trouble a Labor Govern-
ment is elected to get it out of trouble:
that has been the history of Western Aus-
tralia. If is all very well for young mem-
bers opposite to laugh—

Mr Davies: They don’t laugh;
giggle.

Mr McIVER: —because they all come
from fine homes and have received a good
education and have never known what it
is to want. However, believe me, before
very long we in this State will all be in a
sorry position.

I do not think people in the metropolitan
area realise the unemployment we will be
faced with when people presently employed
on farms will not be able to be employed
next year as a result of the drought. I
notice no-one opposite Is laughing now.

Mr Old: You are not funny any more.

Mr McIVER: This is a very serious situa-
tion indeed. Of course, it will be up to the
Labor Party to implement its policles in
respect of rural areas just as it has done
in the past when the State has faced
serious problems. In those circumstances
it has always been the Labor Party that
has provided the necessary drive and direc-
tion for rural areas, irrespective of social-
ism and the militant left-wing unlons of
which members opposite speak. At such
times it is always up to the Labor Party
to provide leadership, and I know it will
happen ageain. .

they
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I feel sorry for the Minister for Housing
in particular, because no doubt he will be
crucified as a result of the reduction in the
funds he receives from the Federal Govern-
ment.

I note from the Press that the State
Minister for Transport has met with his
counterpart in Canberra and has been
begging for funds which he is not going
to get. I do not intend to dwell on the
transport situation, except to say that it
has never heen in such a shocking mess
as it is at present. Transport was one
of the princlpal issues In the recent New
South Wales election, and it is no wonder
that the people voted for a change of
Government after years of Liberal dom-
fnation of the Government of fhat State,
when the Liberals in New South Wales
did not have a transport policy; they
totally disregarded the issue,

The same situation applies in Western
Australla, because our State Government
does not have a transport policy—irres-
pective of the couple of paragraphs sent
to me the other day by the Minister.

Mr Mensaros: You are proving how weak
the motlon is because you are forced to
talk on other subjects.

Mr McIVER: The Minister Is ke a gold-
fish coming up for air. In every facet of
administration In this State, such as taxes,
health, transport and services we have
never been in such a sorry state as we
are today, vet all we have heard from
members opposite tonight has heen figures
and statistics. They have refused to discuss
the real situatlon facing the people of
Western Australia.

Mr Mensaros:; Are you amending the
motion?

Mr McIVER: No, I am not.

Mr Mensaros: I thought you might be,
because you are speaking on unrelated
subjects.

Mr McIVER.: The situation is so bad that
not even the Minister's seat of Floreat is
safe. He will be one of the people who
will be blamed by the country people when
it does not rain; let the Minister mark
my words!

Mr O'Connor: Do you think Avon is
safe?

Mr McIVER: I think it is; it has been
safe for the last 42 years and I cannot
see any change occurring in the future.
A great deal has been said tonight about
the Whitlam Government's policy of
cenfralism.

Mr Rushton: It was disgusting to see
what Whitlam did to us all.

Mr McIVER: Is that a fact? The Min-
ister should have a look at what is hap-
pening at present. Up to a few weeks ago,
a person could make application for
unemployment or sickness benefits in the
regional centres of our State, such as

[(ASSEMBLY]

Northam, Kalgoorlie, Albany and Gerald-
ton. However, since that chap called Fraser
has been in office this function has been
taken away from the regional centres and
has been centralised in the great bhank of
computers which has been installed in
the Department of Social Security in
Perth, The personal files have been taken
away and the regional officers have lost
t{!eiirlx'\ responsibility for assessing Individual
claims.

Mrs Craig: Mr Whitlam installed the
computers.

Mr McIVER: I think the member for
Wellington is missing my point. The com-
puters were installed long before the
Whitlam Government came in.

Mrs Craig: You said that in the last
six months or so a computer had gone
in which has centralised welfare payments.

Mr McIVER: For the benefit of the
member for Wellington I repeat that the
responsibility for regional officers and
Commaonwealtth Employment Service
officers to assess claims has been taken
away from them. Submissions must now
he sent to Perth, I know the member for
Wellington is sincere in her Interjection,
but is that not centralism?

Mrs Craig: It commenced before the
present Federal Government was elected.

Mr McIVER: No, it was introduced by
Senator Guilfoyle, the responsible Min-
ister.

Mr T. J. Burke: It is part of the Public
Service cutbacks.

Mr McIVER: Of course it Is, and what
a shambles has resulied. In the last month
my office has been inundated with peaple
asking me for assistance. I know it is a
Federal matter, but I am all heart and 1
try to help them. I do not know what my
next telephone bill is golng to bhe!

Members opposite continually talk about
socialism and centralism, but the example
I have just given shows what hypocrisy it
is for them to make such comments.
Members opposite thrive on hypocrisy, and
have done so ever since the formation of
their party.

One thing which can be said about the
Australian Labor Party is that, from the
day of its inception, it has never been
found necessary to change the name of
the party. Members who sit opposite can-
not say the same ahout their own parties.
In fact, I understand a motion was moved
at the last Country Party conference to
change its name yet again. They will
probably run out of space soon because
they have changed their name so often.

The SPEAKER: Order! I think the
honourable member should return to the
motion before the Chair.

Mr McIVER: I refer now to the ques-
tion of double taxation, which will serve
to further increase unemployment. It does
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not matter what one calls it; the Premier
‘will have no option but to place further
imposts on the people of this State. It
would not matter which party were in
power; under such financial conditions, a
Labor State Government would be forced
to do the same because it would be left
with no option.

It is a pity the Premier does not join
with his colleague, the Premier of Vic-
toria (Mr Hamer) and the Premier of
South Australia, with whom I know he
has joined at previous Premier’s Confer-
ences in order to put forward a joint case
for the States to try to gain additional
finance.

On this occasion, the Premier has been
very reluctant to work in co-operation with
the other State Premiers. Of course, we
know a State election is coming up and
the Premier is anxious not to draw atten-
tion to the situation in Western Australia.
However, he fools nobedy, and certainly
not members on this side.

Members opposite talked about Whitlam
and the men who sat with him, but we
have a Prime Minister in Canberra for
whom words escape me. The most shock-
jng thing I am permitted to say is that
he is a blatant liar.

Withdrawal of Remark
The SPEAKER: Order! I must ask the

honourable member to withdraw that
remark.

Mr McIVER: Naturally, Mr Speaker, I
will abide hy your request.

Debate Resumed

Mr McIVER: I have shown in this House
on a previous occasion a newspaper head-
ing indicating that Malcolm Fraser did
not intend to oppose Mr Snedden, the
then Leader of the Liberal Party. He also
stated that there was no way he would
attack the concept of Medibank. There
was also no way that he could touch wage
indexation and more importantly, he
stated that the Queen summoned him
before her. However, this was later
denied; it was Fraser himself who asked
for an audience. I can appreciate your
reprimand, Mr Speaker, but when I sub-
mit those facts, was my remark not the
truth? Of course it was!

In eonclusion, 1 believe the Opposition’s
case has been adequately put forward by
the Leader of the Opposition and my col-
leagues on this side. We have adequately
pointed to the poor performance of this
Government. We can understand the
party loyalties of members opposite, but
helleve me, when members opposite go to
the polls next year, they will find the
situation is reversed. It will not be
very long before my colleagues and I are
sitting on the other side. I have every
pleasure in supporting the motion moved
by the Leader of the Opposition.
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MR T. H. JONES (Collie) (3.00a.m.]:
I should like to join the member for Avon
in congratulating my leader on his fore-
sight in proposing this motion in the House
this evening. 1 should like to indicate
from the outset that it is not my inten-
tion to delay the House for any great
length of time due to the lateness of the
hour.

However, it would appear to me that
most of the speakers from the other side
of the House have given the impression
tonight that everything is rosy and there
is little to worry about. That is the
impression I have gathered from the
Liberal members who have spoken. Of
course, as the member for Avon has sald,
we have not heard any views exbressed
on behalf of the National Country Party.
But it would be true to say that every-
body on the other side is quite happy and
helieves that we are going along well in
Western Australia irrespective of attitudes
and problems being encountered in other
parts of Australin. Of course this view
is not expressed by other States of the
Commonwealth and by other people within
the State.

The motion refers to the new federalism
policies introduced by the Fraser Govern-
ment, There are a number of questions
to be asked about these policies. I khow
it is early yet to determine the level of
finance to the States, but there are a
number of matters to be raised.

The theory behind this new concept of
federalism is that the States will be in a
better financial position because of access
to gross tax, namely, personal income tax,
and will have much greater freedom in
making decisions because there will be an
Increase in untied grants at the expense
of tied grants. Then there is the reality
attached to the federalism policies, and
whether the theory will bring about the
reality is very arguable.

Of course there are also the consequences
of the policies which concern me and no
doubt will concern us all when we see the
position in which the States must find
themselves when they will have no altern-
ative but to impose a second or State tax,
which could be excessive. I think it has
bheen generally conceded hy all States that
the introduction of a State tax is inevit-
able. Of course we can look at the reasons
and also go into the theory of the new
concept of federalism and its effect on
the State.

Whilst the Minister for Labour and
Industry has sald that we have achieved
great things so far as unemployment is
cancerned, his views are not shared by any
organisations within the State. He has
argued that the position here and in Tas-
mania is somewhat different from the
position in other States. Of course other
organisations are concerned about the cut-
hacks in the programming and the money
mad: available by the Federal Govern-
ment.
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I shall quote briefly some of the remarks
made by people associated with industry
generally throughout Western Australia.
Concern is being expressed about the $10.2
million cut by the Minister for Post and
Telecommunications. The Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations (Mr
Street) announced that funds for trade
union training had been cut by $950 000
to $6.75 million, Concern has been
expressed in many different directions.
An article in The West Ausiralian of the
17th July, stated—

Local government seeks move
Federal aid
Sydney: Australian local govern-

ment bodies wanted their share in
the Federal Government’s recent
income tax and postal trading wind-
falls, the national secretary of the
Australian Council of Local Govern-
ment Associations, Mr G. Miles, said
vesterday.

Mr Miles, who is also secretary of
the NSW Local Government and
Shires Association, said councils in
each State would seek additional grants
totally $7.5 million during the next
year.

I do not know whether members on the
other side of the House have heen in con-
tact with shires in Western Australia but I
have been and I know that concern is
being expressed as to whether the shires
will he able to retain their works pro-
grammes at the levels that were achieved
in the last financial year. This is con-
cerning not only members on this side
of the House but no doubt members from
country areas on the Government side also
realise the situation. Country shires find
themselves in dire straits as a result of
the new federalism policy which is sup-
ported so strongly by Government members
generally, An article in The West Austra-
lian of the 11th June was headed, “"Fami-
liar gloom”. In The West Australian of
the 12th June the Premier said that the
lcan cuts will cost jobs, He said that
unemployment was inevitable in Western
Australia because of the Federal Govern-
ment's eut in loan funds. He was talking
of the present Federal Government, nat
the Whitlam Government. The Premier
did not hide behind a bush but made
a bald statement that our works pro-
grammes will be cut because of the
reductlon in lean funds.

This polley s already being reflecied.
I know that the Minister for Housing is
concerned because he cannot keep up his
housing programme in Western Australia.
In my own area, where we are at last
achieving some viability, we are to get
only slx homes in the next 12 months.
We find that sewerage programmes have
been cut back as a result, in my opinion,
of the new federalism policies which are so
strongly supported by members opposite.

[ASSEMBLY]

Of course the Aborigines are most con-
cerned. If any people have any reason for
eoncern it is the Aborigines. The Minister
for Housing knows the plight of the Abo-
rigines in the area which I represent.
Invalid_ pensioners and aged people are
living in tents under very wet conditions
and have been living there for 12 months.
Recently the member for Avon complained
in the Press about the deplorable con-
ditlons for Aborigines in Northam. Will
the new federalism policies guarantee that
these problems will be overcome? I am sure
they will not. I know the Minister for
Housing is expressing concern because
there will not be sufficient finance to
alleviate this problern.

Mr Shalders: We would be worse off
under Whitlam.

Mr T. H. JONES: If my memory serves
me correctly, the member for Murray sup-
ported these policles and went to great
lengths to say what they will mean to the
State. He said that wages were high and
there was nothing to worry about., Time
alone will tell whether the probiems 1
have indicated will be alleviated as a
result of the new federalisrn policles. I
look forward to the confidence that has
been displayved by members of the Gov-
ernment who say there is nothing
to worry about and that the new federal-
ism policies will reetify the anomalies
I have mentioned.

The Minister for Labour and Industry
tonight indicated that this State should
compliment itself on Its programme to
alleviate unemployment, Other leaders in
the State do not express the same view,
A survey conducted by the Weekend News
which appeared in the issue of the 24th
July paints a totally different picture from
that painted by the Minister for Labour
and Industry in his submission tonight.
It states, in part—

Four of every 100 workers are now
out of a job, with three of those four
queuelng for the dole, and fewer jobs
available,

But perhaps the most disturbing
feature in the battery of figures re-
leased this week is the number of
young people who cannot get jobs.

There were 27 youths for every job
vacancy at the end of last month—
{wo years ago there were four youths
for each place.

And it was worse for glrls. Forty of
them were available for each job—a
rise from five two years ago.

The director of the Department of
Employment and Industrial Relations
in WA, Mr W. R. Clark, said the
situation was “a sad thing.”

“School leavers are usually cleared
by April, and already we are getting
close to the period when more of
them come on to the market,” he said.
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There were 8343 young people,
nearly 40 per cent in the total of
21103 registered as unemployed last
month,

What did the Federal Minister (Mr
Street) have to say? In the article he
is reported as saying—

This month that apprenticeship
intake in Australia has dropped from
a record 42000 in 1973-74 to an
expected 32 000 this year,

This is a situation which concerns the
members on this side of the House.

Mr Grayden: Have you seen today's
Daily News? It contains a report to the
effect that WA has the best job chances.

Mr T. H. JONES: This Government has
tried to contradict the figures I have
quoted, but they have been supplied by a
person in authority—namely, the Director
of the Department of Employment and
Industrial Relations—regarding the Intake
of apprentices.

1 am concerned about the position in
the south-west. I know the Minister is
proud of the record that has been
achieved, hut the position in the south-
west is most alarming. The rural indus-
try is conironting a plight, and the apple
industry might go by the board within a
short space of time. We have to ask
ourselves this question: where will the
young people be employed?

Relating to unemployment, in Port Hed-
land the number is 1521; in Geraldton
492; in Kalgoorlie 557; in Merredin 118;
in Northam 455; in Kwinana 938; in Bun-
bury 1147;: in Manjimup 253; in Albany
T11; and in Esperance 145. To me that
forecasts a very gloomy employment
situation.

A survey conducted by the metal indus-
{ry last June predicted a gloomy picture in
Western Australia. The report states—

The number of metal workers
employed in major workshops in the
metropolitan area during the past
year has dropped sharply, according
to a survey by the Amalgamated Metal
Workers’ Union,

The union has predicted that more

metal workers will be retrenched
before the employment position
improves.

The survey shows that the 18 firms
surveyed employ only 55 per cent of
the metal workers who were on their
pay-roll a vear ago. Two of the firms
have closed.

If that is the situation counld anyone blame
the Opposition for moving the motion
before the House? I hope that the fore-
casts made by Government memhers will
turn out to be correct. Only time will
tell. Unfortunately we on this side of the
House do not share their views. We are
unhappy with the actions taken by the
Court Government since its adoption of
the new federalism policy on pensioners.
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What a shame this Government has had
to withdraw the free travel concessions of
pensioners. When the present Govern-
ment came to office it appointed some
committee to inquire into the plight of
pensioners with a view to giving them a
reasonable spin. What have we heard
about the inguiries? We have asked ques-
tions of the Premier. The Premier told
us that he had appointed a special com-
mittee to bring down recommendations to
alleviate the plight of the pensioners.
Instead of bringing relief, the Government
has now taken away the free travel con-
cessions which the pensioners emoyed up
to a few months ago.

I do not want to cover the matters that
have already been covered. I express con-
cern at the inflationary spiral which will
obviously be accentuated in this State. I
am concerngd about the unemployment
situation, and with the obvious cutbacks
in public works.

For the reasons I have given I have
much pleasure in supporting the motion
moved by the Leader of the Opposition.

MR JAMIESON (Welshpool—Leader of
the Opposition) [3.14 am.]): I do not wish
to take up a great deal of time in replying
to the debate. Nothing that has been sald
has convinced me that the motion i1s not
warranted. The Premier has definitely
presided over the highest Inflation in Aus-
tralla, despite his assurances that inflation
might have been heaten State by State.

Unemployment has Increased by over 180
per cent compared with the level when we
left Government, Despite what the Minister
for Labour and Industry has sald and the
fleures he has produced, this faet cannot
be denied. Even if I produced the best
statistics in the world the Minister would
find another set from which to quote.

Mr Grayden: Nobody can disprove the
figures I have quoted.

Mr JAMIESON: Neither can anyone dis-
prove the ones we have quoted, because
those statistics come from official sources.
The fact is there has been an inecrease in
unemployment. The only real point the
Minister has made is that there are more
Aborigines in Western Australia than in
the other States. I should point out that
we had more Aborlgines than any other
State when the Tonkin Government was in
office. I do not think it was of very great
moment for the Milnister to mention that,

The Government has adopted this new
system of federalism; it has not denied
that. We say that such a system will not
work as well as members on the Govern-
ment side say it will work. We say it will
prove to he detrlmental to the people of
this State.

There have heen unprecedented increases
in the number of taxes and charges. The
Premier became rather pedantic when we
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termed them taxes or charges. Neverthe-
less, the community has to bear those
charges or taxes. There has been quite a
number of such increases.

The Premier talked about a few which
might have been reduced. However, in gross
receipts—due to inflation—his Government
has not lost any income. At the beginning
of his comments he sajd that the public are
not fooled. I say the public will not be
fooled, and they will not be fooled when
the next State election takes place early
next year,

The memory of the people about the
incidence of unemployment and the other
problems which have become manifest
will be of greater moment than the em-
phasis which the Premier places on the
day-to-day finances of the State and his
desire to balance the Budget at the expense
of the pensioners or others in the com-
munity who are deserving of gainful em-
ployment.

A great deal of criticism has been
levelled at the Whitlam Government. We
could go on crilicising that Government
and other Governments for a long time. I
should say very quickly that had there not
been a change of Goverment the static
condition of education, health, and similar
matters would have remained. With the
development under the Whitlam Govern-
ment we received an Impetus in educa-
tlonal standards which will never go back-
wards. Irrespective of any faillngs of the
Whitlam Government, it has left that
advance in education with us.

In other fields the Whitlam Government
also started initiatives, such as the sewer-
ing of cities. This work will have toc be
continued by the succeeding Government,
The situation In which various boards and
instrumentalities have been placed may not
be very favourable, but nevertheless they
have been forced to plan shead. I am sure
that eventually the projects will be carried
to their finality. It is because of the
initiatives displayed by the Whitlam Gov-
ernment in that regard that I say some
credit should be glven to it.

For those who were hasty in wanting to
quote what I sald, and to enable the mem-
ber for Karrinyup to appreclate the posi-
tion fully, I draw attention to what I am
recorded at page B8 of the 1974 Hansard
as having said. The debate took place on
the 30th July of that year. I was having
a dig at the Whitlam Government when
the question of inflation came up. I sup-
pose it could be claimed that I had the
same dig at the Government today. I said
I had never seen such a high rate of infla-
tlon as existed, and I did not like the
Government indulging in stop-go economy.
I considered that would hurt too many
people, and therefore it was far better to
godalong with it. As a matter of fact I
sald—

However, that is not satisfactory to
the people of Australia, s0 we must
let it go.
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At that stage and up until now we had
not been presented with any cure for that
situation. To continue—

The situation will straighten itself
out in the long run. It is wrong to
think we can hold out against the
world tide, when the spiralling cost of
money is evident in all the countries
of the worid—in some to a greater
extent than we are experiencing.
Other countries have got by.

Later I made a poini which has since oft
been misquoted deliberately. In fact I
challenged the Deputy Premier to correct
the misquotation after he had included
it in the political notes in The West Aus-
tralian. He said that I had stated that
we should let the economy “rip”, end I
have never said that and have always
denied having done so. They were not
my words nor my intention, I sald—

As long as we have a little inflation
people are reasonably happy. But
excessive deflation does a terrible
amount of damage to the community.
It puts people out of work and has
no regard for their welfare.

I said that there was nothing more heart-
rending than to have that situation.
Earlier I said—

Of course one must. Obviously the
Minister was not listening when I
explained that we have a different class
of people from that of other countries,
and a higher standard of living. So
we must let inflation run; it has never
killed anybody.

I still stick by that in the context in
which I said it and under those circum-
stances I believed we should let inflation
run because the method being adopted to
improve the situation would hurt too many
people. It was quite wrong of the Deputy
Premier to say that I had said we should
let the inflation rip. Such a statement
was wrong.

Whatever one cares to say about infla-
tion it is certainly worse now than it was
when the Tonkin Government had its
record of 23.8 per cent CPI increase over
its period of office. The present Court
Government has had a 412 per cent
increase in under three years which is 4.5
per cent above the average. It is still the
highest and is increasing.

The Premier is always on about higher
wages causing the problem, but the statis-
tics reveal that from March, 1974, to mid-
July there has been only a §2.1 per cent
average minimum weekly wage increase
here. However, the cost of some other
facilities necessary for everyday life
increased by a tremendous amount, includ-
ing sewerage and water rates. The
Premier said that those increases compare
favourably with increases In other States.
So they should. The cost of laying the
pipes and so on in Adelaide is five times
the cost it is in Perth and it is as much
in Sydney where it is necessary for the
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pipes to be lald in rock in nearly every
locality. In South Australia a considerable
number of clay beds are encountered.
Therefore one cannot compare one State
with another because the cost of installa-
tion of services and the capital outlay
varies considerably and must be recouped.
This is a bad comparison and I did not
set out to make it.

The Premier should have another
thought about his statement that the
Whitlam Government dild not initiate the
finance for local governments, If he pon-
ders a while he will realise that the Whit-
lam Government did not initiate it in its
present form. However, Mr Whitlam gave
local authorities access to the Grants
Commission and many received amounts in
previous years. 'Therefore they certainly
were not receiving the money from the
Fraser Government.

The Premier will also recall that much
time was taken up at the Constitution Con-
vention he attended—and, for his informa-
tion, at the one he did not attend—in
dealing with the granting of financial
assistance from the Federal source to local
authorities. Therefore it was certainly
very much a programme initiated by the
Whitlam Government., Certainly I would
not like to see the present policy continued
and in our policy for the next election it
certainly will not he the same as the
scheme proposed by the opresent State
Government. The money will be applied
where it is necessary and will not be
wasted, particularly while we have a sys-
tem of a limited franchise and all the
people are being taxed, while the money
obtained is applied to an area of limited
franchise. Those on this side of the House
will not support such a proposal.

In case the message dld not get
through to the Minister for Labour and
Industry, at no time did I mention seasonal
adjustments in the figures 1 quoted. They
were the real fieures taken from the
statisticlan’s submission. I did not intend
to imply that they were any other figures.
‘When we tried to check them we ran into
the problem he encountered and also we
found they were much higher in many
cases and thus only exaggerated our case
if we wanted to put more emphasis on it.

A number of speakers on this side have
ably replled to the points made as the
debafe ensued. I do not believe I should
labour the situation. I am somewhat sur-
prised that no-one from the NCP has
indicated his apinion on the motion one
way or the other. One would really not
know how members of the NCP would
vote if we did not have knowledege of
their previous actions in this House when
the vote was taken.

Of course one cannot say that the lack
of a speech by the NCP is a criticism
of it, because we have been referring to
the Liberal Party's policy, not its perform-
ance. We are arguing against the policy
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of the Liberal Party rather than that pro-
posed by the National Alliance or what-
ever it was at the time, Therefore I sup-
pose it is fair to say that they would not
enter the debate to defend the policy of
the Liberal Party when 1§ had no due
regard for the thoueghts of the NCP.

That is all I desire to say and I conclude
by recommending to the House that it
supports the motion and gets rid of the
present Government,

Mr Laurance: It is a fizzog.

Mr Jamieson: Talking about yourself
again?

The SPEAKER: Order!

Question put and a division taken with
the following result—

Ayes—I16
Mr Bateman Mr Harman
Mr Bertram Mr Hartrey

Mr Bryce
Mr B. T. Burke

Mr Jamleson
Mr T. H. Jones

Mr T. J. Burke Mr McIver
Mr Carr Mr Skidmore
Mr Davies Mr Taylor
Mr T. D. Evans Mr A. R. Tonkln
Mr Fletcher Mr Motler
{Teller)
Noes—27
Mr Blalkie Mr Q'Connor
Sir Charles Court Mr Old
Mr Cowan Mr Ridge
Mr Coyne Mr Rushton
Mrs Cralg Mr Bhalders
Mr Crand Mr Slbson
Dr Dadour Mr Sodeman
Mr (rayden Mr Stephens
Mr Grewar Mr Thompson
Mr P, V. Jouea Mr Tubby
Mr Laurance Mr Watt
Mr McPharlin Mr Young
Mr Mensaros Mr Clarko
Mr Nanovich {Teller)
Palr
Aye No
Mr Barnett Mr O'Nell

Question thus negatlved.
Motion defeated.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands—
Premier) (333 am.): I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn
until 11.00 a.m. today (Thursday).

Question put and passed.
House adjourned at 3.34 am. (Thursday).

Hepialative Assembly

Thursday, the 5th August, 1976

The SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson) took
the Chair at 11.00 a.m., and read prayers.

SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE
Luncheon Suspension. Announcement
THE SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson): 1

wish to advise members that, after con-
sultation with the Premier and the Leader



